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IJ ITH reſpeft to, the preſent 
Publication, the ſentiments of 


the great and good Dr. Watts are 


worthy to be preſerved. © I was pleaſ- 
* ed ( ſays he ) when informed of ihe 
% defign to print a new edition of the 
Select Remains. Ils very agreeable 


* to hear, that the ſpirit and temper 


* which runs through that book, 1s ſo 


* far maintained amongſt us, that 
* there are ſufficient readers to en- 
“ courage theſe Remains to be repub- 
« liſhed. I have often thought, that 
« this collethon of ſhort ſentences, 


* under various heads, are very pro- 


4 2 © per 


7 


eher to attend Chriſtians of tlie mid- 
„ le rant 7 Mie, either in tlie 
IN . or "the kitchen, in the ſhop 
* the work houſe ; and for that end, 
© [have been à frequent © purchaſer 
„ "of them, to diſtribute in famaites, 
_ among Hrivate Chaiſtians. 
By ſpending one minute in read- 
be? mg theſe ſentences" now and then, 
*« ſerious perſons may find ſufficient 
matter to furniſh them with fre- 
«nent pious meditations in every 
circumſtance of the Chriſtian bife ; 
& and they may be as fappily uſe ful 


n the retirements of the clofet.” 
" he feyte and manner appears to 
& me much like that of the late Re- 
*"Yerend Mr. Henry, whoſe practical 
. works have been fo unzver ſally 
© eftcemed.' Though there is not any 
1 fefation of a train” of cloſe rea- 
4 ning here, ar magnificent and 
nero eas, Which" would __ the 
| ＋ 95 &* Hhalite 


PREFACE. ＋ 


ee holite md learned world to penuſe 
* them; yet a ſerious Chriſtian of. the 
te hagheſt rank can hardly read many 
, theſe: fayings without an in w %,. 
« reliſh and taſte of the truth of 


& them. 
« The letters to his friends ſhew. the 


* reader, that the writer's heart was 
« always. in, heaven, and may Leactt 
Aim upon every. occaſion to bring re- 
« Jigion into fits converſe with his 
friends, whether by ae or ſpeak 
LN | TOE 
Upon the whole, I cannot. but 
* conceive it to be an uſeful ſervice 
* to... mankind. to have theſe fapers 
2 «ſpread abroad in the world ; that 
every occaſion may be taken to ups 
te hort a ſenſe of ſerious religion amidſt 
* the many. temptations. of this life. 
And: F my opinion can be of any ad- 
* vantage, I give free leave to make 
it as public as may be-. 
C ON. 
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CHAP. L 


Containing a Variety of Devout and 6. 


Jul Sayings on divers Subjects, digeſted 
1 proper Heads. 


oo" of oral Obſervations and Inſtruttions. | 


HOUGH few there be that 
care to. be virtuous, yet fewer 
there are that would not be counted 


ſo. 


Nothing but what is God's diſho- 
nour {ſhould be our ſhame. 


We muſt not walk — xample, 
but by rule. : 


ns 


2 Devout and Uſeful Sayings 


They that drive away time, ſpur 
a free horſe. a 

As often as a man lays out for 
God, he lays up for himſelf. 

We have nothing that we can pro- 
perly call our own, but what we 
have reaſon to be aſhamed of. 

We are never. well informed of 
the truth, till we are conformed to 


the truth. 


A conceit of knowledge is the 


greateſt enemy to knowledge, and 
the greateſt argument of ignorance. 


We remember many things we 


ſhould forget, as injuries, diſappoint- 
ments, Sc. but forget what we 


ſhould remember, viz. God and 


our fouls. _ 

They that preſume moſt in proſ- 
perity, are ſooneſt ſubject to deſpair 
in adverſity. 

Man may commend thee, wut God 


may condemn thee. 


* 
1 
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When 8 


& og "oY 


on divers Subjefts. 3 


When God puniſhes another, he 
threatens thee; when he wounds an- 
other, he warns thee. 2 

It is as great a mercy to be pre- 
ſerved in health, as to be n 
from fickneſs. 

If you mind tg but the body. 
you loſe body and ſoul too. If you 
mind nothing but earth, you loſe 
earth and heaven too. 

As they who for every thght in. 
firmity take phyſie to repair their 
health, do rather impair it; ſo they 
who for every trifle are eager to vin- 
dicate their character, do rather 
weaken it. 

Honeſty is the beſt policy, and 
innocence the beſt wiſdom. 

Improve the wit you have boaght 
at a dear rate, and the wiſdom you 
have gained by fad experience. 
Learn of Chriſt, who was ſetifible 
of injuries, yet patient under them. 

B 2 Be 
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Be lively, but not light; ſolid, but 
not ſad. 

Keep the bo under, but the ſpi- 
rit up. 

Keep ſuch company as God keeps. 

What can you get by bad compa- 
ny? If you are truly good, they will 


either taunt you or deſpiſe you. 


Take heed of being infected with 
the breath of a profane heart. 

Let the body wait upon the ſoul, 
and both wait upon God. 

Speak not well of N nor ill 
of others. 

Speak of peoples virtues, ae 
their infirmities: if you can ſay no 
good, ſay no ill of them. 

To render good for evil is God- 
like, to render good for good is man- 
like, to render evil for evil is beaſt-like, 
to render evil for good is devil. like, 
Carry yourſelf ſubmiſſively towards 
your ſuperiors, friendly towards your 

equals, 
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on divers Subjects. — | 5 


equals, condeſcendingly towards your 
inferiors, generouſly towards your.ene- 


mies, and lovingly towards all. 


I IP ol yrs 
Religion in general. 


Ir ſignifies nothing to ſay we will 
not change our religion, if our religion 
change not ws. 

If a man lives and dies a mere pro- | 
feffor, it had been better for him if he 
had lived and died a mere heathen. 

The duty of religion, flows from a 
principle of religion. 

It is not talking, but walking with 
God, that gives a man the denomina- 
tion of a Chriſtian. 

Darkneſs may as well put on the 
name of light, as a wicked man the 
name of a Chriſtian. 8.1 
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It is our main bufineſs in this world 
to ſecure an intereſt in the next. 

A deſire of happineſs is natural, a 
deſire of holineſs is ſupernatural. 

If God hath done that good for us 


which he hath denied to the world, we 
ought to do that ſervice for Aim which 


is denied him by the world... 

If we are willing, God will help us; 
if ſincere, God will accept us. 

- A. ſerious rememberance of God is 
the fountain of obedience to God. :. 

If you forget God when you are 
young, God . forget un when you 
are old. 

When a Chriſtian e hs 
goodneſs of God's ways, he wonders 
that all the world doth not walk in 
them. But when he conſiders the 
blindneſs, and depravity, and preju- 
dice of the heart by nature, he won- 
ders chat any ſhould enter upon them. 


Make 
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on divers SuBjefts. 7 


Make your calling ſure, and your 
eleblion is ſure. nn 
Uneven walking, with a neglet of 
watching; makes a diſconſolate ſoul- 
Four things a Chriſtian ſhould eſpe- 
cially labour after, viz. to be humble 
and thankful, watchful and cheerful.» 
If we would not fall into things un» 
lawful, we muſt ſometimes deny our- 
ſelves in thoſe that are lawſuu. 
Salvation then draws near to a man 
when it is his main care. 4 
The : ordinances of God are the 
means of ſalvation; but the God of or- 
dinances is the author of ſalvation. 
Religion muſt be wan eee then 
it will be our e 0 beg 
It vill coſt — to be rekighs 
ous; it will colt © more not to be 
lo. ty 
A Chriſtian's life 1s nothing elk bn 
a ſhort trial of his graces. 


B 4 1 
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Lukewarmneſs is the beſt natural, 
but the worſt {piritual temper. a man 
can be in. L 
There are ſew but are ſometimes i in 
a ſerious fit; but how few are in a ſeri- 

ous frame, who have an abiding ſenſe 
1 God upon their hearts? 

It is a voluntary cannot that keeps 
we ſoul from God. 

The gate which leads to lifes is a 
Nen gate, therefore we ſhould fear; 

it is an open 2 therefore we ſhould 
. — 1 

Do the ae —— in this Lord's 
time: pray whilſt! God hears; bear 
whilſt. God ſpeaks ; believe whillt God 

promules; obey whilſt God commands, 

That man hath no ſenſe of mercy 
that wants a ſenſe of duty. 

Two duties muſt run chnangh a 
Chriſtian's: hte, like the warp word 


the woot, bleſſing and truſting.) 
Religion 


— 


on divers Subjeds. 9 


Religion is much talked of, but lit- 
tle underſtood, till the conſcience be 
awakened; then a man knows the 
worth of a ſoul and the want of a Sa- 
viour. J 

Then doch don ba in the 
ſoul, when it knows how to naturalize 
ſpiritual things, and to ſpiritualize na- 
tural things. eil 

We may judge of our eternal ſtate 
by our ſpiritual ſtate, and of our ſpi- 
ritual ſtate by the delightful and cuſ- 
tomary actions of our lives. 

If we expect to live with Chriſt in 

heaven, we muſt live to him on earth. 
We may expect God's protection ſo 

long as we keep within God's bounds. 

Our opportunities are like our ſouls, 
very precious; but if they are loſt, 
they are irrecoverably loſt. 05 

That preaching which is plain, pure, 
powerful, and practical, men are apt 
to diſlike. 

ö B 5 Religion 
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Religion begins with a knowledge 
of a man's ſelf, and is perfected with 
the knowledge r 

This is a three-fold myſtery : a go- 
ſpel p ubliſhed i in the midſt of an un- 
Dy" world; a little church preſerved 
in the midit of devils; and a little 
grace kept alive 1 in the midſt of cor- 

tions. 


20 8 he Fervice of God 1s the ours 
wörk; and the favour of Bal is its re- 
| ward. Wi 
A man may be impertett i in his obe 
dience, and yet impartial. - Þ 
God never fails them 8 wait for 
him, nor forſakes them d work for 
bim. ne | 
It is a 6gn of nnd grace 5 
opinion is ſwallowed up of religi- 
On. | on 1 n 
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Tnar e is is N may ibe | pra- 
ved by conſidering the manner of pro- 
pagation of mankind by eueren. 155 


(1 ) There muſt — 3 one ficſt 


man. (2.) This firſt man muſt have 
had ſome Maler. (g.) This Maker of 


him mult himſelf be unmade. There. 


fore, (4.) There muſt have heen eter- 
nally ſome unmade being: and 1 1s 


God... hl 


We may truly conceive * God, 
though we cannot fully conceive of 
him. We may have right apprehenſi- 


ons of him, though not an exact com- 
prehenſion of him. 


Then our conceptions of God's at- 
tributes are carnal, when our high 


thoughts of one, give us low * 
of another. N 
B 6 His 


12 Devout und Uſeful Sayings 
His goodneſs makes his majeſty a- 


miable, and his majeſty makes his 
goodneſs wonderful. His love is not 


abated by his greatneſs, nor his great- 
neſs by his love. His holineſs hinders 


him not from dwelling with the-poor 


in ſpirit. 


Nothing is great enough for him to 


dhe who is infinite Majeſty; no- 
thing is mean enough for him to de- 
ſpiſe, who is infinite Mercy. 


God deals with his ſervants, not as a 


paſſionate mum but as a nem. 
ate Father. 

What n God ſhould leaks 
us, becauſe it pleaſeth God. 

A ſight of God begins a ſaint on 
earth, and man him in hea- 
ven. | | 
God takes notice. of every parti- 
ld man as if there were none elle ; 


and yet takes notice of all as if they 


were Put one man. 
God 


* 
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on divers, Subjeds. 18 


God repented that he had made 
man, but never repented chat he re- 
deemed man. | 

We cannot live naturally abus 
God, how then can we l Maj 
without him? 

We may know what God d 
for us, by what + hath N in 
n 

They that Nati God for thaw God, 
have angels for their guard; 
Many have loſt for. God, but none 
ever loſt by God. If they have loſt in 
temporals, they have been eternal 
gainers, Matt. x1x. 29. 
This is a ſure rule: God never 
_ *xgakes any thing from his people, 
but he gives them fornethang better 
in the ſtead of it.” 


God is a great God, and aierdfore 


we ſhould wait upon him. He is a good 
God, and therefore it is not in vain to 
wait upon him. 9:50 eee 
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A man may be a worſhipper of the 
ave Got; and yet not a true wor wed 
yore! God. ot 
The loweft reverence is due to the 
lugheft Majeſty. 

Fear God for his power, 'truſt him 
for his wiſdom, love him for his good- 


neſs, praiſe him for his greatneſs, be- 
heve him for his faithfulneſs, and adore 
om for his holineſs. 


All creatures are as nothin g com- 


pared with God, and , no- 
_ en God. I 


Qu Br af s 


They that fear God leaſt, — che 


greateſt reaſon to fear him. 

A ſear of departing from Rs is a 
good means to keep us from depart- 
ing from him. 

The more we fear God, the leſs. 


we ſhall fear men. 
They 


on divers Subjetts. 5; 

They that will not fear God in 
en will be afraid gu rat 

adverlity. | 


% * 
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5 the e of God. 


II God? s earthly preſence is ſo good, 
what is his heavenly preſence: 3 

If God's being with us is ſo ſweet, 
what 3s it to be with Godꝰ 

There is joy in God s gracious pre- 
fence, but in his glorious preſence 
there is fulneſs of } Joy. 

There are pleaſures in approaching 
to God here, but at his right hand 
there are pleaſures for evermore. 

The nearer we are to Chriſt, the 
nearer is God to us. 

The preſence of God's glory is m 
heaven; the preſence of his power 
on earth ; the preſence of his Juſtice 


— 
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in hell, and the preſence of his grace 

with his people.—If he deny us his 
powerful preſence, we fall into no- 
thing; if he deny us his gracious pre- 
tence, we fall into fin; if he deny us 
his merciful preſence, we fall into 
hell. | 


Of the Love of God. 


If the love of God ſet us on work, 
Wee God of Love will pay us our 


wages. 
God. loyeth his Wb to the ey 

therefore they ſhall endure to the 

end. 

He loveth them in his Son, and as 

his Son, and as long as he loveth 


his Son. 

We hated God EC LIED a caule, 
= he loved us without a cauſe. 
Love 


on divers Subjefts. - 17 


Love begets love. _ Tis. a flame 
that communicates itſelf. They that 
have much jforgiven them, much done 
for them, much laid out for them, and 
much laid up for them, will love 
much. en 1 
Our love to God is che reflection of 
his love to us; 1 John iv. 19. We 
love him, becauſe he firſt loved us. 
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Chriſt made himſelf like to us, that 
be might make us like to himſelf, : 

Chriſt muſt needs have died: how 
elſe. could fin be expiated, the law 
ſatisfied, the devil e and mn 
be ſaved ? | 

They that deny theinkhion for 


Chriſt, ſhall W mb, in 
Chriſt. | 4 


* - : 


Men 


18 Devout and Uſeful Sayings 


Men had rather hear of Chriſt cru- 
ciſied for them, than be cruvified * 
Chriſt. 

If Chriſt denied innocent nature 


out of love to us, ſhall not we deny 
corrupt nature out of love to Jum? 


Chriſt, by his death, appeared to be 
the Son of man.; by his reſurrection, 
he appeared to be the Son of GO. 

Chriſt was the great promiſe of the 
Old Teſtament; the Spirit is the 
great promiſe of the New. 119% 

* Chriſt's ſtrength | is the Chriſtian's 
ſtrength. 

H we would and, Chriſ muſt bs 
our foundation; if we would be ſaſe, 
Chriſt muſt be our ſanctuary. - || 

In regard of natural life, we live in 
God; in regard of — i Chriſt 
hves 1 in us. 

He that a he hath no need of 
Chriſt, hath too high thoughts of hum- 
bel; he that thinks Chriſt cannot help 


him 


1 
>. 


. * 
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on divers Subjects. 19 


him, hath too low thoughts of Chriſt. 
Preſumption abuſes Chrift, * 


refuſes him. 


Chriſt ſatisfied God to the utter- 
moſt, and therefore can ſave ſinners 
to the uttermoſt. 


The blood of Chriſt, ded ſatif. 


fied the juſtice of God, may ſatisfy 


the conſcience of an awakened | fin- 
NET. 

2 4 fin was he 1 Chriſt 
would be better thought of. 


If fin doth not taſte bitter, chan 
cannot taſte ſweet. 


When * is hell, Chniſt 1 iS hea 


ven. | 5 
There is no paſſage "wan fin. to 


holineſs till we are paſſed from lin 


to Chriſt. 

Chriſt may have an intereſt in us, 
though. we may not be able to fee 
our intereſt in hin. 


Chriſt 


| 
| 
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Chriſt hath entreated God to be 


reconciled to us, and now he entreats 


us to be reconciled to God. 


- God will give us nothing for our 


fakes; but he will deny us nothing for 


Graft 6 fake. 4305340 
No ne are ſo low as Chriſt was, 


none ſo lowly, none ſo loving. 
We may know what Chriſt hats 


done for us, by. r he bath done 

r | | 
Creatures die thar our bodies may 

live, Chriſt died chat our ſouls may 


live. 


--Qur Judge, inſtedd of eden 
us; ſtept Bun the Waren and died tor 
us. 


- Chris is 1s) to _ a dis PTA 


and if he was to. chooſe his judge, he 


could not chooſe a better friend. 


As God glorifies Chriſt in heaven, 
ſo the Spirit gloriſies him on earth, in 


the hearts of believers. 


Z 
1 
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A believer's comfort in living 5 to 


live to; Chriſt ; and in dying it is _ 
he ſhall: go to Chriſt. 


The blood of Chriſt upon * 15 


is the greateſt bleſſing, upen _ head 
is the greateſt curſe. 5 


It matters not who are our welt 
if Chriſt þe our advocate. | 


Chriſt's blood] g. [ ranſom, 


Chriſt's ſpirit 8 comforter, | 
Chriſt's word 4 food, 
Chrilt's ſupper E | feaſt, 

The Lord's day * market-day. 


A Chriſtian may triumph in the 
death of Chriſt: O death ! Where 


is thy ſling? O grave! where is thy 
* victory? O hell! where is thy ter. 


% ror? O world! Where is thy ma- 


« lice 2 O ſin! here is thy firength? 
* O my ſoul! where are thine: aceu- 


% ſers ?“ 


There 


| 
s 
. 
3 
1 
© | 
| 
| 
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There is no honour like a relation to 
Chriſt; no riches like the graces of 


Chriſt; no learning like the know- 


ledge of Chriſt ; and no perſons like 
the ſervants of Chriſt. 

Chriſt executes the office of a pro- 
phet in our effeQual calling; of a 
prieſt in our juſtification; and of a 


king in our ſanctification.— Let us 


then hear him as our prophet; rely 
on him as our prieſt; and obey him 


as our king.— Think not the worſe of 


him for his manger or his croſs. As 


he ceaſeth not to be man in his high- 
eſt eſtate, ſo he was God in his loweſt. 
His words were oracles, and his works 


miracles; His life was a pattern; his 


death a facrifice; his reſurrection glo- 
rious; his aſcenſion triumphant; his 
interceſſion prevalent; and his com- 


ing again will be magnificent. All 


the angels in heaven adore him; all 
the devils in hell fear him; and all 
the 


2 


. 
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the ſons and daughters of Adam muſt 
ſtand before him, 

Own Chriſt's perſon, love his name, 
embrace his doctrine, obey his com- 
mands, and ſubmit to his croſs. His 
perſon is lovely, his name is ſweet, his 
doctrines are comfortable, his com- 


mands are rational, and his crols ho- 


nourable.—The very angels admire 


him, and ſhall not we? 


A depraved underſtanding will not 


yield that the creature is ſo bad. 
and that Chriſt is ſo. good! 


O! did we but know ourſelves, and 
our Saviour! We are poor, but he 1s 
rich; we are dead, but he is life; we 
are "wx but he is righteouſneſs ; we are 
guiltineſs, but he is grace; e are miſe- 
ry, but he is merry; we are loſt, but he 


is falvation ;—If we are willing, he 


ne ver was otherwiſe.— He ever lives, 
ever loves, ever pities, ever pleads. 
He loves to the end, and ſaves to the 
uttermoſt, all that come unto him. 


4 


x 
—2 


— — 


24 Devout and Uſeful Sayings 


A pathetical Invitation to Sinners to 
| come to Om? on 


Have TOO or mare you none? 
If you have, whither ſhould you go, 


but *to the Lamb of God, which tak- 


eth away the fins of the world?“ 
Have you ſouls, or have you none? 


If you have; whither ſhould you go but 


to the * Saviour of ſouls ?”—Is there a 

life to come, or is there not Alf there 
is, whither ſhould you go but to him, 
who only hath the words of eternal 


er lifepꝰ Is there a wrath to come, or 
is there not P—If there is, whither 
ſhould you go but to him, who only can 
* deliver from the wrath to come?“ 
And will he not receive you? If he 
yielded himfelf into the hands of them 


that ſought his life, will he hide 


himſelf from the hearts of them that 
* | ſeek 
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ſeek his mercy? If he was willing to be 
taken by the hand of violence, is he not 
much more willing to be taken by 
the hands of faith? He that died for 
thy fins, will he caſt thee off for thine 
infirmities ?—O ! come, come, come! 
II charge you to come I beſeech 
you to come — come, and he will 
give you life. Come, and hell give 
you reſt. Come, and he will receive 
you. Knock,. and he will open un- 
to you. Look to him, and he will 
ſave you. Did ever any come to 
him for a cure, and go away without 
it? Thou vouldſt find ſomething in 
thyſelf, but thou findeſt nothing but 
what thou haſt reaſon to be aſhamed 
of; let not that hinder, but fur- 
ther thy coming. Come as thou art; 
come poor, come needy, come naked, 
come empty, come wretched ; only 
come, only believe: his heart is free, 
his arms are open; tis his joy and his 
A crovn 


zA r „ r 
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* 


crown to receive thee.—If thou art 
willing, he never was otherwiſe. 


Of the Love of Chriſt. 


Nothing grieves Chriſt more than 
to have his love ſlighted; nothing 
pleaſeth him more than to have it ac- 
cepted. | | 

The love of Chriſt is ſtronger than 
death, ſweeter than life, and better 
than wine. 

Every new ſenſe of Chriſt's love 
adds new degrees to ours. 

The love of Chriſt hath a height 
without a top, a depth without a 
bottom, a length without an end, and 
a breadth without a limit, Eph. iii. 
18, 19. 

Chriſt's ſorrows, griefs, and ſuffer- 


mgs, 
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ings, can be paralleled with nothing, 
but his love. 5 


Of Saints, or true Believers. 


4 God hath no ſons that are unhke 
4 himſelf. 

_ Believers are children of the fame 
Father, members of the ſame Son, and 
habitations of the ſame Spirit, fellow- 
citizens, fellow-ſervants, fellow-ſol- 
diers, fellow-travellers, and fellow- 


hems. | 
| None are fo eaſily acquainted, ſo 
cloſe knit together, and ſo much en- 
; deared to one another, as real Chriſ- 
[ tians. 
6 One · true Chriſtian differs from 
* another vithout breach of charity, as 


friends love one another, though in 
different garbs. | 
"GM. . 
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It is not ſo conſiderable in a Chriſ- 
tian, what his judgment is, as what his 
temper is. 

Heart-work is better than head- 
work ; and, it is a better temper to be 
fervent in charity, than in diſputes. 

Better be a melancholy ſaint, than a 
mad ſinner. 

If good men are ſad, It 1s not be- 
cauſe they are good, but becauſe Fey 
| are not better. 

Il Whom God chooſes the hid re- 
| „ hu: -:.: 
iy God's gold is the 1 droſs. 
They, of whom the world is not wor- 
thy, are counted not worthy to live in 1 
| the world. 65 1 
If beliovers are condemned by the | 
| 


world, let them remember that they 
ſhall not be condemned with the 
world. Sin may live in a believer, , 
but a believer cannot live in fin. It [ 


may j 


——— K me — 
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1 may loſe its dominon, though not 
5 leave its habitation. 
1 A good man is ſo far acquainted 


with the corruption of his own heart 
that, inſtead of condemning others, he 
1s apt to account them better than 


himſelf. 

A child of God had rather ten 
thouſand times ſuffer for Chriſt, than 
that Chriſt ſhould ſuffer by him. 

The imperfection of a believer's 
© ſan{tifieation, makes him continually. be eg 
depend 61 6n” Chriſt” for his Me, 
3 tion. 

When a child of God thinks he can 
go alone, he is neareſt falling. 

A true Chriſtian may be weary in 
ſerving God, but he is never weary 
4 of lerving him. 

He is neither afraid of dying nor 
living; he deſires to go to heaven to 


ee Chriſt, yet is willing to 1 upon 
I earth to ſerve Chriſt. | 
f C 3 It 


. * 
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If the Childien of God did but 
know what was beſt for them, they 
would perceive that God did that 
which is beſt for them. 

"A Chriſtian ſhall be here as long as 
he hath any work to do for Chriſt, or 
as long as Chnit hath any work to 
accompliſh in him: - Chriſt will fit him 
for himſelf, and then take him fo him. 

ſelf. | 
A true Chriſtian lives like a inn, 
ang begs like a ſinner. _. | 
- All God's children have received 
God's Spirit, whereby they are made 
humble, believing, and holy; humble 4 
in regard of their fins, believing in : 
l regard of Chriſt, and holy in regard of 
b their conſcience and care to keep all 
God's commandments... + 
| A good deal of the trouble of God's : 
prope ariſeth from a miſtake and A 
milapprehenſion of God; Ihey | 
judge of God * their ſenſe, not 
by 
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by his promuſe ; by their own frame, 


and not by his conſtant nature. 


As ſaints have groanings unuttera- 
ble, ſo they have joys unutterable. 

A Chritian is what he is between 
God and his own ſoul. 

All ſaints have had their doubtings. 
David, © Caſt me not off in my old 


age, Plal. Ixxi. 9. —Aſaph, © Will 


* the Lord caſt off for ever? and will 
he be favourable no more? Pſalm 
Ixxvii. 7,—Peter, © Lord, is it I?” 
Mat. xxvi. 22.— And Paul, Leſt I 
* ſhould be a caſt-a-way.” 1 Cor. x1. 


27. 


But believers, remember, there may 
be true grace, where there is no com- 
fort; there may be ſaving faith with- 
out aſſurance. A ſoul may be in a 
pardoned ſtate, though in a troubled 


{tate. Your fins can never be trium- 


phant, your graces never decay, your 
fouls can never be loſt, your God 


C4 | and 
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and you never be ſeparated. The 


devil fhall as ſoon pluck Chriſt out of 


— 


#4, 


heaven, as out of a believer's heart. 
He fits faſt upon his throne here as 
there. The devil could not enter in- 
to the herd of ſwine without Chriſt's 
leave; and will he let him worry his 
lambs? - | 

Believe firmly, hope joyfully, love 


fervently, pray earneſtly, walk hum- 

bly, work diligently, and, wait qui- 
„ etly; and all this will be graciouſly wa 
Eh” confidered - N 28 


Hold up, hold on, hold out, hold 


| Taft that which you have received; 


ſtill watch, ſtill pray, ſtill believe; 


fight and run, that you may obtain: 
tis but a little while, and he that 
comes will come, and will not tarry; 


tis but a little while, and your war- 
fare is accompliſhed, and your iniqui- 


ties ſnall be everlaſtingly ſeparated from 


| you; your {in and ſorrows, tears and 


fears 
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fears, fled and gone, gone for . 
and you meet with an | unſpeakab] 
reward. tk 
Sinners... 
4 Are not they miſerable, who, if 
1 they had their wiſh, could not be 


T Hhappy®, 

1 They that will not hear, Chriſt 

. is Come to me, in a day of grace, 

| ſhall hear him ſay, Depart. from me, 
in a day of judgment. 

If we are graceleſs here, we {hall 
be ſpeechleſs hereafter. 
Sinners are firſt driven, then drawn 
'to. God. , 

The converſion of a Gn nner is a 
greater wonder than the creation 


| of the world. . 
1 If a mat 8. choughts bes not + cliang- 
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ed by grace, they will be changed 
hereafter by experience. 

They that are leaſt ſerious have 
the greateſt reaſon to be ſo; their 
condition. is awful, and therefore their | 

_ diſpofition ought to be ſo. 

Hatred 1s due to fin, compaſſion 
to the ſinner. 

Sinners, if you will not hear God ? 
call to- day, you will harden your 
hearts to-day ; and, if you harden 
them to day, God may harden them 


to-morrow. If you will not ſet 

about repentance to-day, God may 

juſtly deny you his aſſiſtance to- 

morrow-. 

1 If you will not do that which 

| a God hath enabled you to do, how 
can you look that he ſhould do 

that for you, which, of yourſelves, 


you cannot do? 
Dont think to begin to live, when 
1 thou art ready to die. 8 | 
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If you vould not go to hell, you 
muſt know that you have deſerved 
it. | : 

Let not your hearts flatter you, 
nor the world comfort you, * 


3 God threatens you. 


God tells you, if you repent, you 
ſhall find mercy ; and will you not be- 
lieve him? Becauſe thou haſt been a 
ſinner, wilt thou make God a har ? 

Sinners, you mult be changed; if 
your hearts be not changed for the 
better, your condition will be changed 
for the worſe. 

The worſt of the ways of God 
are better than the beſt of the ways 
of ſin. 


C 6 Of 
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Of Sin, 


» 


He that pleads for fin, is an ad- 


vocate for his accuſer. 


God allows us any thing but 
fin. 

If ſin be in 1 faſhion. we muſt 
be out of it. | 

Then a man ſhews himſelf to be 
a Chriſtian, when he chooſes rather 
to ſuffer than fin. | 

Sin digs graves for bodies, and 
kindles hell for ſouls. | 
That is a ſufficient cauſe for trou- 
ki ble, that is the cauſe of all the trou- 
| ble in the world. 
| Should not we groan for that, 
F which makes the whole creation 
| groan ? 


If 
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If the heart be under the power 
of fin, the conſcience is under the 
guilt of fin. If thou art not purih- 
ed, thou art not pardoned. 
A man can never leave fin tho- 
roughly, till he loathes it heartily. 
We muſt be ic of fin, Nan 
we can be dead to ſin. 
There is no ſin a man can be 
tempted to, but he will find great- 
er comfort in reſiſting than in in- 
dulging. 
How can ve ſay that we love 
Chriſt, if we love ſin, which was an 
enemy to his life and ſoul when 
he was on earth; and is an enemy 
to his glory, now he is in heaven? 
Our fins cried as loud to heaven 
as the Jews did to earth, that © Chriſt 
might be crucified.” = 
Go to Golgotha, and fee _— 
fin did chere. 
| | Chrif 
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- Chriſt did not die for ſin, that 


we might live- to fin. | 

- Chriſt died that our fins might * 
and our ſouls live. 

Sin received its ſentence in ts 
death of Chriſt; but it doth not re- 
ceive its execution till the death of a 
Chriſtian. 

All our fins fhall not ſeparate be- 
tween God and our ſouls, if unbelief 


doth not ſeparate between Chriſt and 
our ſouls. 


There 1s no fin but what may be 


' traced up to unbelief. 


He that glories in his fin, glories in 
his ſhame. 


We ſhould be aſhamed of ſin, but 
not aſhamed to take ſhame for fin. 

Get this principle into your hearts: 
There is nothing got by ſin, nor loſt 
* by holineſs.” _ 

By ſuffering we may avoid doing 
but by ſinning we cannot avoid ſuffer- 


ing. One 


r "> . * "oe of \ 2 _ 
— 88 — — 0 


at es id gate e Was 
8 — — | * 8 — 2-4 Wo — — 


— 
1 x Tr nd EI eo, 1 n n 
> . 4 * 8 G $a, * 9 4 
is — D - 11 2 822 > 0 ** 


on divers Subjecls. 39 
One that truly fears God, is afraid 


ol fin; he ſees more evil in it than in 
all the evil in the world. 

If we be not humble for ſin, we de- 
rogate from the Majeſty of God; if 
we deſpair under it, we derogate from 
his mercy. 

One that is ſincere hates fin in him- 
ſelf, and laments it in others. 

Our hatred of fin muſt be irrecon- 
cileable, and our endeavours againſt 
it perpetual. 

The ſins of the wicked anger Chriſt, 
the fins of his people grieve him. 

Want of ſorrow for fin, more ar- 
gues want of love to Chriſt, than the 
fin itſelf. 

Sin is a believer's burden and 
. wound, but Chriſt is his cure and 
comfort. | 

Sin is the ſickneſs of the ſoul, pre” 
Chriſt the only phyſician, that can 


cure it of the leproſy of profaneneſs, 
the 
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the fever of concupiſcence, the droþ/y 


of covetouſneſs, the tympany of pride, 


the /ethargy of lukewarmnels, the fren- 

zy of paſſion, and the palſy of unbelief. 
1 Hatred is heart-murder; Juſt is 

heart - adultery; and covetouſneſs 
heart-ſtealing. How tender i is our 
| fleſh? How hard our hearts . 
How much more ſenſible are we of 
ys ſuffering than fin.” 
We ſhould fear to think that be- 
fore God, which we are afraid to do 
before man; for God knows our 
hearts better than ary man knows our 


fa aces. 


Vain thoughts are ſin's advocates, 
and Chriſt $ adverſaries. 


God is ſo holy, that he would not 
ſuffer ſuch an evil as fin ; but that he is 


lo w iſe, that he can bring en out of 
it. 
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Of Repentanee. 


Repentance begins in the humilia- 
tion of the heart, and ends in the re- 
formation of the life. 

Though we want power to repent ; 
yet we do not want means to repent, 
nor power to ule theſe means. 

He that repents-of fin, as fin, doth 
implicitly repent of all ſin. 

Let not ſinful pleaſures prevent 

godly ſorrows. 

An humble confeſſion of ſin brings 
ſhame to ourlelves, but glory to 
God. 

/ You cannot repent too ſoon. 
{There is no day like to-day. Yelter- 

{day | 1s gone, to-morrow 1s God's, not 
your own. And think how ſad it will 
be to have your evidences to ſeek, 


when 
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when your cauſe is to be tried; to 
have your oil to buy, when you 
ſhould have it to burn! 

Let the hopes of mercy encourage 
to the exerciſe of repentance. 

Turn to God, and he vill turn to 
you; and then you are happy, though 
all the world turn againſt you. 

If we think amiſs of Chriſt, we mall 
never repent. 

If we put off our repentance till 
another day, we have a day more to 
repent of, and a day leſs to repent 

in. 

If we ſtudy to honour God, ve 
cannot do it better than by confeſſing 
dur fins, and laying ourſelves low at 


the feet of Chriſt. 


Godly ſorrow is the ſorrow of love, 
the melting of the heart : Love 1s the 


pain and pleaſure of a mourning 
heart. 
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The evangelical penitent loves and 


grieves. © Alas (faith he), that I, 


* who am as high as heaven in privi- 
lege, ſhould be as deep as hell in ini- 
«* quity! Inſtead of repenting, I have 
© run farther on ſcore! Inſtead of 
* honouring God, I have diſhonoured 
him! Inſtead of pleaſing him, I have 
* provoked him! Inſtead of follow- 
© ing him I have forſaken him O 
* what bowels have I gneved! How 
* can I fin againſt my Jeſus! Shall I 
* deny and crucify my Saviour! He 
* was crucified for me, and ſhall he be 


* crucified by me? Shall I wound his 
* heart and pierce his ſide again, and 


* oive him. cauſe to ſay, Theſe are the 
* wounds I received in the houſe of my 


of 
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Of Faith. 


Reliance is the eſſence of faith, 
"Chriſt is the object, the word is the | 
food, and obedience the proof: So | 
that true faith is a depending upon | 
| Chriſt for ſalvation in a way of obedi- | 
ence, as he is offered in the word. 
TRE true tears of repentance #flow 
from the eye of faith. _ 
. Though faith be neceſſary to our 
; juſtification, good works are neceſſary 
| to our ſalvation. | 5 
„ We muſt derive our works from 
faith, and demonſtrate our faith by 
eur works. 
God is often pleaſed to imbitter a 
life of ſenſe, that he may endear a life 
of faith, 
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A ſteadfaſt faith begets a conſtant 


peace. 
The more faith, the more humi- 
lity. 


Keep good principles and they will 
keep you. 


Men would firſt . and hed be- 


lieve ; bit they muſt firſt believe, and 
then ſee. 


As on live upon Chriſt by 
faith, ſo they live to him by obe- 


dience. 


Juſtifying faith is 1 attended | 
with univerſal obedience. 


There is a difference between con- 


| tending for the faith, and babbling for 


a fancy. 

Aſſurance ſets the notion of faith 
too high, aſſent too low. 

There is as much difference between 
faith and aſſurance, as there is be- 


tween the root and the fruit. 


There 
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There may be joy without faith, 
and there may be faith without joy. 

Human faith is founded upon Pro- 
babulity, divine faith upon certainty. 

If the exerciſe of faith be the care of 
your ſouls, the end of your faith will 
be the ſalvation of your ſouls. 


Of Humility. 


To be low is the ſafeſt and comeli- 
eſt poſture for ſinful creatures, 
It is the creature's honour to abaſe 
himſelf before the moſt high God. 
God had rather ſee his children 
humble for fin, than proud of grace. 
If men did but know themſelves 
more, they would be more humble. 


They that are humble, are content 
and thankful. 
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An humble ſpirit is a chantble 


and quiet ſpirit. 

Judge thyſelf with a Hd of | 
3 ſincerity, and thou wilt judge others 
Vith a judgment of charity. 

To humble ourſelves, 18 the only 
way to riſe. 

Believers muſt be humble for fin 
pardoned, and becaule it 1s renden 
ed. 

When Paul was a Phariſee, he 
thought he was blameleſs; when he 
was a Chriſttan, the chef of finners : 

Before, any thing but Chriſt ; now, 
none but Chriſt. 

If Chriſt humbled himſelf to honour 
our nature, we ſhould humble our- 
ſelves to honour his name. 

Neither all the devils in hell, nor all 
the temptations of the world, can hurt 
that man that keeps himfelf humble 
and depending on Chriſt. 
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— 


It is no humiliation to aggravate 


in above Chriſt's laving power. 


Deſpair is a corruption of humilia- 
tion; tis a counterfeit humility, a ſul- 
len pride, the covert of a hardened 
ſpirit. 


That is true humiliation which (like | 


a harbinger) makes way for Chriſt, 
and throws the ſoul at his feet. | 


Our Saviour was a preacher and 
pattern of humility: He did ſo ad- 


mare it, that he ſet them in the higheſt 
form that had the loweſt hearts. | 

None ſo high and glorious as Chriſt, 
yet none lo meek and lowly. 


Of Contentment 


Humility i is the mother of content- 
ment, 


The 
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The deeper your ſelf- abhorrence, 


the eaſier is ſelf- reſignation. 

They that deſerve nothing ſhould 
be content with any thing. 

6 Bleſs God for what you have, and 
truſt God for what you want. 

We muſt commit our ſouls to 
God's keeping, and ſubmit ourſelves to 
God's diſpoſing. : 

We ſhould obey his revolt will, 


and then be reſigned to his providen- 
tial will. 


If we cannot bring our condition to 
our mind. we muſt labour to bring our 
mind to our condition. 

Neither contentment nor diſcon- 
tentment ariſes from the outward con- 
dition, but from the inward diſpo- 
ſition. 

If a man is not content in that 
ſtate he is in, he will not be content in 
any ſtate he would be in. 
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Pride. 


To be ſure a man is proud of that 
which he ſcorns another for the want 
of. ; n 
That which a man envies in another 
he would be proud of, if he had i it 
himſelf. 

Pride is founded on error and 22 
ignorance. 

Some are proud of\ what they are, 
others of what they are not. 

There is a ſullen pride in not ac- 
knowledging benefits. 

A man may be poor in purſe, yet 
proud in ſpirit. 


There may be pride in rags, in a 
ſolemn look, and lowly carriage. 


God had rather his people ſhould 


fare th than live — 


How 
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on divers Subjects. 4 $1 
| How canſt thou be judge of ano. 
Z ther's heart, that doſt not know thine 
x own ? 1 | 
| As the firſt ſtep heaven-ward is hu- 
b mility, ſo the firſt ſtep hell- ward is 


pride. 

Pride counts the goſpel fooliſhneſs, 
but the goſpel always ſhews pride to 
be lo. 

Pride is a fin that will riſe out of 
the aſhes of others ſans. 
5 Folly is the beginning of pride, and 
3 {ſhame ſhall be the end of it; either 
9 henitent ſhame, or henal ſhame; either 
temporal repentance, or eternal pu- 

Rniſhment, 

i Shall the ſinner be proud that 1 is g- 
ing to hell? Shall the ſaint be 1 80 
that is newly ſaved from it. 

| Thou canſt call nothing thine os 

but fin and ſhame, art thou proud ? 


Duſt andaſhes, proud? A worm, and 
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proud? Emptineſs, and proud? Pe- 
riſhing, and proud? 


It is unreaſonable for the creature 
to be proud, much more the /in- 


14 


. Hypocriſy. 


An hypocrite is is one that neither is 
what he ſeems, nor ſeems what he 15. 
An hypocrite is the picture of a 


"OR but his paint ſhall be waſhed 


off, and he ſhall appear in his own 
colours. 
God 1s good 1n earneſt with us, we 
ought therefore to be ſo with him. 
An hypocrite is hated of the world 


d for not being one. 
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If | | 
i# Of lateneſs. 
f ) 

; 


Idleneſs is the mother of many wan- 
ton children. 

They that do nothing, are in the 
ready way to do that which is worſe 
than nothing. 

If we hide our talent in the earth, 
we ſhall loſe our treaſure in heaven. 

A Chriſtian ſhould never lays * He 
* hath nothing to do.“ 

I It was not for nothing that we were 
called out of nothing. 
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Of the Soul. 
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It matters not what a man loſes, if 
he ſaves his ſoul; but, if he loſe his 


ſoul, it matters not what he ſaves. 


3 They 
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They that a are leaſt ſenſible of their 
foul's wants, are moſt miſerable. 

Tis our greateſt wifdom to be ten- 
derly watchful over the frame of our 
ſpirits; to obſerve what helps ! it, and 
what 1 injures it. | 

"If you loſe your time, you loſe your 
hopes; and if you loſe your hopes, 
you ole your ſouls; and when your 
ſouls are loſt, they ſhall never be ran- 
ſomed; when your hopes are loft, 
they ſhall never be recovered; and 
when your time is loſt, it ſhall never 
be redeemed. © © 


tile Heart and Conſcience, _ 1 


"The BY mereies of God will break 
the hard heart of man. | 
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5 Y 


An herd heart is not ſo ſoop broken, 
as a broken heart bound up. 

It is better to have a good conſe 
ence, and be. cenſured, than to have a 
bad one, and be flattered. © on 

We mult hear the warnings of con- 
ſcience, or we ſhall feel the We 
ings of conſcience. 

A word from God, a look from 
Chriſt, a touch from the Spirit, will 


break the heart. 


Of Grace. 


The notion of free-grace may make 
perſons diſſolute, but a ſenſe of it re- 
ſtrains from fin. 1 

The goodneſs of God reſpects our 
emptineſs, the grace of God our yiin- 
fulneſs, and the mercy of God our 


unworthanefs. 
D 4 What 
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What fin is there, Which grace can- 
not pardon? What heart is there, 
which grace cannot ſoften ? What 
ſoul is there, "Which _ cannot 
ſave? © 

All grace 8 bans Chriſt ated 
to the ſoul ; as all life flows from the 
foul united to the body. | 

The more God's juſtice was dedlar- 
ed towards his Son, the more was his 
mercy magnified towards the ſin- 
ner. 
God humbled his Son to exalt 
his grace. 

Saul was not ſo free in perſecuting 
Chriſt, as Chriſt was in pardoning 
Faul. 

Bleſs God for Chriſt, Chriſt for the 
Spirit, and the Spirit for Grace. 
Poſſibly a Chniſtian's enemies may 
ſpoil him of his common-mercies ; but 
they ſhall never rob him of his cove- 
nant-mercies. i 


God's 
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God's faithfulneſs e * 


his mercy promiſed. 

Mercy drew the covenant; faich- 
fulneſs keeps it ; Mercy called- us ö 
faithfulneſs will not caſt us oft. 

Common mercies may be {weet, but 
covenant-mercies are ſure. 

Abuſers of mercy are ti eaſurers up 
of wrath: wy. 1 -Þ] 

If thou wert worthy, ow could 


have no merey. 511. 
Ihere is grace in the x bf A of graces 


as there is ſin in the deſire of ſin. 

You, that have found mercy, ſhew. 
mercy. | 

Though God in mercy hath done 
great things for you, yet conſider what 
in juſtice: he might have done to you. 

Whilſt we carry a ſenſe of grace in 
our conſcience to comfort us, let us 
carry a ſenſe of lin in our memory to 
humble us. 


D 5 We 
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We can never bleſs God enough for 
his patience, that hath kept us ſo long 


l | out of hell; nor for his mercy, that ſo 
Wl — earneſtly invites us to heaven. 

l All that are choſen, are veſſels of 
wercy; all that are regenerate, are 
| patterns of merey ; all that are faved, 

| are monuments: of mercy ; and the 


work of heaven, is 0 ling the loud 
praiſes of merey. 

le. melts the heart to alk, chat 
1 „God! is as full of mercy, as I am of 


Wl « fin; he is as free to forgive, as I am 
| | to offend ; he hath daily mercies for 
ll daily fins.” 
l i The heart of man is ſuch a barren 
| foil; that no good can grow therein, 1 
| ll unleſs Almighty grace plant it. 4 
ll Grace is an immortal ſeed, caſt into ] 
| an immortal ſoil, that brings forth im- 5 
I mortal fruit. : 
|| 111111711 1 
l " _ | 
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| Temptations are :nfic\Aibns." 51 
He is over-wile that N out of 
God ay to eſcape acroſs, 
God will either keep his Aints am 
temptations by his preventing mercy, 
or in temptations by his ſupporting 
mercy, or find a way for their eſeape 
« his delivering mercy. 
A Chriſtian that lives here among 
his enemies, ſhould never ſtir abroad 
without his guard. 

Satan tempts to fin, the Seri 
counſels againſt fin, 

If you follow Satan, you will find 
the tempter prove a tormenter; if you 
follow the Sperit, you will find the 
counlellor prove a comforter. 


D 6 of 
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Of the World 


| If the world be our portion here, 
bell will be our portion hereafter. 
| Me muſt neither leave the world, 
norlove it. 

The world promiſes comfort. and 
pays ſorrows. 

Riches and proſperity will either 
kill with care, or ſurfeit with delight. 
| | Be not proud of riches, but afraid of 
Wil them, left they be as ſilver bars to croſs 

the way to heaven. | 

We put a price upon riches, but 
[| riches cannot put a price upon us. 
We muſt anſwer for our riches, but 
our riches cannot anſwer for us. 

Riches are as indifferent things ; ; 


good or bad as they are uſed: Be then 
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as indifferent to them, as they are to 


you. 

If there be too great an aun 
for any thing here, there will bean 
anſwerable affliction. 

"Tis a fad thing when a man can 
have no comfort but in diverſions, no 
Joy but in forgetting himſelf. 

Love the men of the world, but not 
the things of the world. | 

To have a portion in the world, is a 
mercy; to have the world for a * 


tion, is a miſery. 


Whatever we make an idol of, will 
be a croſs to us, if we belong to 
Chriſt; a curſe to us, if we do not. 

We ſhould endeavour to paſs 
through this world with a cheerful in- 
difterency. 

Covetouſneſs betrayed our Saviour, 


_ envy accuſed him, and the friendſhip 
ol the world condemned hum. 


Man 
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Man is not made for the world, but 
the world for man. 
It is our buſineſs in this world to 
ſecure an intereſt in the next. 
The things of the world, an more 
Pe are known, the leſs they are ad- 
mired; but the things of God, the more 
they are known, the more they are 
admired. : 
| There is no miſs of the” creature 
where there 1s a full N of the 
Creator. | 
If thou art not afraid of the world, 
I fear thou art a friend of the world, 
and an enemy to God. | 
As you love your ſouls, beware of 
the world; it hath flain its thouſands 
and ten thouſands. What ruined 
Lot's wife ? The world. What rum- 
ed Judas? The world. What ruin- 
ed Simon Magus? The world. 
. What rumed Demas ? The world. 
And, © What ſhall it profit a man, 
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“if he gain the whole world, and loſe 
« his own ſoul?” Matt. xvi. 26. 


Jo ſpeak the truth freely; riches 


are duſt, honours are ſhadows, plea- 
ſures: are bubbles, and man a lump of 
vanity, compounded of fin and mi- 
ſery . 


Of the Word of God. 


The word of God muſt be nearer 
to us than our friends, dearer to us 
than our lives, {weeter to us than our 
liberty, and pleaſanter to us than all 
earthly comforts. 

Take the candle of God's word, 
and ſearch the corners of your heart. 

We ſpeak to God in prayer; God 
ſpeaks to us in his word. 


Two things are to be undd at; 
the preſence of God which fills all 


places, 
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places, and the word of God which 


reacheth to all times. 

All arguments againft the word of 
God are fallacies; all conceits againſt 
the word are deluſions; all deriſion 
againſt the word is folly ; and all op- 
poſition againſt the word is madneſs. 

When God threatens, that 4s a time 


to repent; when he promiſes, that is 
a time to believe; when he commands. 
that is a time to obey. 
If a man believed the threatenings 
of the word of God, he would tremble, 
and fly to the promiſes for refuge. 

As Chriſt came out of his Father's 


boſom, ſo the promiſes came out of 


Chriſt's fide. 
The church cannot live without 
faith, and faith cannot live without the 
promiſes. | 

We have leſs power to ſtand than 
our firſt parents, but we have better 


promiſes. 5 
| Whatever 
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Whatever promiſes faith takes hold 
of, it makes, the good thing there 


promiſed to be our OWN. | 
Gods promiſes are a defence againſt 


—— 's threatenings. $ 
The . promiſes of the goſpel are 
ſealed to us by the oath of the Father, 


the blood of the Son, and the witneſs 
of the Spirit. 


Of the Law 


The moral law was weak through 
the fleſh, the ceremonial law was fo in 
its own nature; but Chriſt was the end 
ofthe moral law to fullil it, and the end 
of the ceremonial la to anſwer its in- 
tention, by offering himſelf a ſacrifice. | 

Chriſt was God's righteous ſervant, 
to perform all the duties of the moral 


law ; 
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Sr 


law : and Gr devoted facrifice, to 


bear all the penalties of it. 
By the law is the knowledge of ſin, 


by the goſpel is the knowledge of 
Chriſt. 


God hath written a law, and a gol- 
pel; the law to humble us, and the 
goſpel to comfort us; the law to caſt 
us down, and the goſpel to razſe us up; 
the law to convince us of our miſery, 


and the goſpel to convince us of his 


mercy; the law to diſcover /in, and 


the goſpel to diſcover grace and 
Chriſt, 


Of Providence. 


Providences are ſometimes dark 
texts, that want an expoſitor, 


God's 
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God's providence fulfils his pro- 


miſe. "ANA 1 OHIA'® ! 
Count every day, as well as you can 
| the providences of God towards you 
= that day. 

a Without God's providence, nothing 
= falls out in the world; without his 
commiſhon, nothing ſtirs, without his 
bleſſing, nothing proſpers, 


Of Aﬀilions. 


Tis a worſe ſign to be without chal. 
tiſement, than to be under chaſtiſe- 
| ment. 
| Two things ſhould comfort ſuffering 
Chriſtians, viz. all that they ſuffer is 
not hell; yet it is all the hell they 
Hall aber. 

Afflictions are not ſo nad threat- 


ened, as fr 6 to the children of 
God. 


| | To 
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To be a: Chriſtian, and a ſuffering 


Chriſtian, is a double honour. 
By affliction God ſeparates the fin 
which he hates, from the ſoul which 


he loves, 


The more a man fears fin, the leſs 
will he fear trouble. 


Afflictions are of God's ending, but 
of ſins deſerving. 


Sin is the poiſon, allicuon the phy- 
fie” $1244] fr 


"When God is humbling us, let us 
endeavour to humble ourſelves. 
May every one do what he will with 


his own, but God? 


If the ſervants of Chriſt are never 


To low; yet his heart is with them, 
and 1 eye upon them. 


Sd takes it unkindly when we 


grieve too much for any outward 


thing; becauſe tis a ſign we fetch not 
that comfort from him which we 


mould. 
Though 


on divers Subjects. 69 


Though the hand of God may be 
againſt you; yet, the heart of Sa 


may be towards you. 

What if the providence of God 
croſs you, if the promiſe of God bleſs 
you? 


What is bearing a e cool] to 


the wearing an eternal crown ? 

Our enjoyments are greater than 
our afflictions, and our afflictions leſs 
than our ſins, N 

Our ſufferings ſhould ſtir up our 


graces, as well as our griets. 


„ 


Of Prayer. 


Fill up the void ſpaces of your time 
with meditation and prayer. 


They are the ſafeſt who are moſt it in 


their cloſets ; who pray, not to be ſeen 
of men, but to be heard of God. 


Prayer 
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Prayer doth not conſiſt in gifted ex- 
prefſions, and a volubility of ſpeech; 
but in a brokenneſs of heart. 

Imperfe& broken groans, from a 
broken heart, God will accept. 

An hard heart c cannot pray; a bro- 
ken heart is made up of prayer. 

It is a comfort to Chriſtians apart, to 
think their prayers meet before a 
throne of grace; and their perſons 
ſhall meet before a throne of glory. 

There wants nothin; g but a believing 
prayer to turn the promiſe into a per- 
formance. 

God is a great God, and therefore 
he will be /ought; he is a good God, 
and therefore he will be found. 

When God pours out his Spirit 
upon man, then will man pour out his 
heart before God. 

He that lives without prayer, or 


prays without life, hath not the Spirit 


of God. f 
| Prayer 


—— — 
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Prayer doth not conſiſt in the ele- 
gance of the phraſe, but in che lrengch ' 
of the affection. 

Where there is a willing {#2 
there will be a continual crying to hea- 
ven for help. 

Pray that you may pray. 

Waiting upon God continually will 


abate your unneceſſary cares, and 
ſweeten your neceſſary ones. 


God counts all the ſteps we take to 
the throne of grace, and all the mi- 
nutes of our waiting. 

Let nothing get between heaven and 
prayer, but Chriſt. 

Prayer, if it be done as a taſk, is no 
Prayer. | 

Sin quenches prayer, affliction 
quickens it. 

The ſame ſpirit of faith which 
teaches a man to cry earneſtly, teach- 
es him to wait patiently : For, as it 
aſſures him the mercy is in the Lord's 


hand; 
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hand; ſoit aſſures him, it will be given 
forth in the Lord's time. ] 
The breath of prayer comes from 
the liſe of fanh. 
Whatever you want, go to God, to 
faith and prayer, in the name of Chriſt, 
and never think his delays are de- 
nials. 
They that ſpend their days in faith 
and prayer, ſhall end their days in 


peace and com fort. 
1 9 


— 


Of Eternity. 


Lock backwards, and time was 
when ſouls were not ; look forwards, 
and our ſouls will be when time ſhall 
not. 

/ Who would not deny himſelf for a 


| time, that he may enjoy himſelf for 


ever? 


* 


What 
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What is the world to them that are 
in the grave, where our bodies muſt 
ſhortly be? Or to them that are in 
eternity, where our ſouls mult ſhortly 
be? 

Remember you are at the door of 
eternity, and have other work to do 
than to trifle away time; thoſe. hours 
which you ſpend in your cloſets are 
the golden ſpots of all your time, and 
will have the {ſweeteſt influence * 
your laſt hours. 

Our life is a paſſage to eternity; it 
ought to be a meditation of eternity, 
and a preparation for eternity. 


Of Death. 


The longeſt life is a lingering death. 
Firſt infancy dies, then childhood, 
then youth, then manhood, then old 
age; and then we make an end of dy- 


Fo 


ing. | 
E Though 
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Though thou may ſt have been near. 
er death (in thine own apprehenſions) 
than thou art now; yet it is certain, 
death was never ſo near to thee n as it 
is now. | 

Man does not die becauſe he is made 
of earth, but becauſe he is infected 
with ſin. 

Death to a Chriſtian is a putting off 
rags for robes. 

Me need not be aſhamed of that 

now, which we are ſure we ſhall not 

repent of when we come to die. 

As the king of terrors leaves us, ſo 
the day of terror will find us. 

Death will be very terrible to him 
who dies not in his thoughts daily. 

There is nothing terrible in death, 
but what our lives have made ſo. 
Tis death to many to think of 
death; they are as unwilling to be led 


into a diſcourſe of death, as children 


into 
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into the dark: The thoughts of it are 
no more welcome to them, than Moſes 
was to Pharaoh: to whom he ſaid, 
« Get thee from me, and let me ſee 
te thy face no more,” Exod. x. 28. 

Death ſhuts in the light of this 
world, and 1s the day-break of eter- 
nity. 3 3 

Let us familiarize death by medita- 
tion, and ſweeten it by preparation. 
| The great comfort of a believer, on 
his death-bed, is faith in Chriſt, hope 
in the promiſe, and an intereſt in the 
covenant. 

This life is a middle ſtate; we muſt 
ſoon go higher or lower, where we 
muſt ſpend upon the treaſure we here 
lay up, whether of wrath or glory. 
We ſhould think of death, not as 


tho we were thinking, but as though 
we were dying. 


E 2 
It 
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Itis the greateſt buſineſs of life, to 
think of the end of lite, and to lay hold 


of eternal life. 
Let us make a friend of death and 
our Judge; and then we ſhall die out 


of choice, as well as neceſſity. 


Of Heaven. 


If heaven doth not enter into us by 
way of /olineſs, we ſhall never enter 
into heaven by way of happineſs. 

If you would lay up a treaſure of 
glory in heaven, lay up a treaſure of 
grace in your hearts. 

If your ſouls are rich in grace, * 


will be rich in glory. 

The more you do for God in this 
did the more God will do for you 
in the world to come. 

As heaven is kept for the ſaints by 


Chriſt, ſo they are kept for heaven by 
the Spirit. In 


on divers Subjefts. 7 


In heaven all God's ſervants will be 
abundantly ſatisfied with his dealings 
and diſpenſations with them; and ſhall 
ſee how all conduced, like ſo many 
winds, to bring them to their haven; 
and how, even the rougheſt blaſts * 
ed to bring them homeward. 

In heaven God will never hide his 
face more, nor the devil ſhew his 
more. 

How can we expect to hve with 
God in heaven, if we love not to live 
with him on earth ? | 

If thou loveſt to worſhip God here 
below, God will take thee up to wor- 
ſhip him above. Thou ſhalt change 
thy place, but not thine employ- 
ment. 

Heaven 1s a day without a cloud:to 
darken it, and without a night to end 
It. 

We would be ſeated in the heaven- 
ly Canaan, but are ioath to be ſcratch. 


E 3 ed 


N 


78 Devout and Uſefut Sayings 


ed with the briers and thorns of the 
wilderneſs. 


In heaven there is the preſence of 
all good, and the abſence of all evil. 

Grace and glory differ but as the 
bud and the bloſſom : What is grace, 
but glory begun ? What is glory, but 
grace perfefted? 

We may hope for a place in heaven, 
if our hearts are made ſuitable to the 
ſiate, of heaven. 

Tf there will be any grief in heaven, 
lure it will be for this, that we have 
done 1 no more for God on earth, 


4. { 111 
du 2 4 


Of Hell, 


They that will not ſear the puniſh- 
ment in the threatening, ſhall feel the 
threatening in the puniſhment. 

In heaven, holineſs is their everlaſt- 
ing temper, and happinels their ever- 

laſting 
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laſting portion; in hell, ſin is their 


eternal temper, and ſorrow their eter- 
nal portion. 


The reaſon why ſo many fall i into 
hell, is becauſe ſo few think of it. 

They fall deepeſt into hell, that fall 
backward,into hell. | 

None are ſo near heaven, as they 
that are convinced; none ſo near hell, 


| as. thoſe who have quenched convic- 
tion. 


The ſcorner's feat ſtands next hell- 
gate. 


We muſt fall into the arms of Chriſt 
or into the flames of hell. 
You may think it a ſad thing to re- 


pent on earth, but it is a ſadder thing 
to repent in hell. 


A creature's place is a low pues, but 
a ſinner's place is a lower. 


"Tis a weak and wretched thing, by 
falſe peace, to ſecure eternal ſorrow. 


1 CHAP. 
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Containing ind ral gious Oljervatios 


- by) 1 pa owls; 


S rivers and fountains proceed 
from the ſea, and return thither 
again; ſo true grace in the heart, as a 
fountain, ſends forth all its ſtreams to- 
wards God, the ocean from whence it 
flowed. | | | 
Chriſtian graces: are like ename J 
the more they are preſt, the ſweeter 
they ſmell; like ſtars, that ſhine 


brighteſt in the dark; I trees, the 


„ *®4i4zg 


they take, and the more fruit they 


bear. 
AS 


I 


1 ” oy 4% 1 * - 1 3 = 
4 2 * 4 N 4 N " 
J oa ene ˙ Erna 
X N ; 2 l 1 os +» * wade | 
wa = SQ mY — 8 A 
h . - — * n 
. 


Religious Obſervations, &c. 81 


As ſnow is of itſelf cold, yet warms 
and refreſhes the earth; ſo afflictions, 
though in themſelves grievous, yet 
keep the ſoul of the Chriſtian Warm, | 
and make it fruitful. 

The caſting down of our ſpirits in 
true humility, is but like throwing a 
ball on the ground, which makes it re- 
bound the higher towards heaven. 

As worldly joy ends in ſorrows, ſo 
godly ſorrow ends in Joy- 

As it ſometimes rains when the ſun 
ſhines; ſo there may be joy in a ſaints 
heart when there are tears in his eyes. 

Confeſſion of ſin ſhould come like 
water from a ſpring, that runs freely J 
and not like water from a ſtill, that is 
forced by the fire of affliction. 

As the way to ſtop bleeding, is by 
opening a vein, fo theway to ſtop un-- 
realonable forrow, is to turn it againſt 


ſin. 


E 5 Sin 
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12 Sin is like a bee, with honey in its 
ge but a ſting in its tail. 


Many x mam ſhifts his fins as men 
do their clothes ; they put off one to 


put on another: This is but Waiting 
; upon the devil in a new hvery. 
Ide fins of a good man are like 
weeds in a garden, which may hinder 
the growth of fraits and flowers,” but 
{not permitted to get head) cannot 
Kill them. 

The "pleaſure of ſin, is Vike a 
draught of ſweet poiſon. 

As the fly that plays about the can- 
dle, doth often burn its wings at laſt; 
ſo the Chriſtian, that parleys with 
temptations, is in danger of having the 
wings of his ſoul fo ſhortened by the 
fiery. darts of the devil, that he will 
not be able to riſe again towards hea- 
ven, till God ſhall. give him REIT 
alllictions. 5 


As 
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As Noah's dove could find no reſt 
for the ſole of her foot; ſo the ſpirit 
of God can find no reſidence i in that 
heart that 1s deluged 1 7 ON” 

Our conſcience is as a fire within us, 
our ſins as the fewel; therefore, in 
ſtead of warming, it will ſcorch us; 
unleſs the fewel be removed, or the 
heat of it * by penitential 
tears. 

All true Chriſtians muſt be like 
Noah's ark, that was pitched within 
and without, Gen. vi. 13. They muſt 
have a holy inſide, and a holy outſide; 
their profeſſion and n muſt 
agree together. 5 

They that are profeſſors only, * 
make ſhew of religion for ſiniſter ends, 
are like Orpah : in times of affliction 
they will kiſs their mother and be 
gone; they will ſoon take leave of the 
church of God. But they that are 


, E 6 true 
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true Chriſtians are like Ruth; they will 
cleave to her, ſtay by her, live and die 
with her, and never ___ from her, 

Ruthd, 14% ü 

As it is not putting on a gon that 
makes a ſcholar, but the inward habits 
of the mind; fo it is not putting on an 

outward cloak of profeſſion that 
makes a Chriſtian, but the inward 
grace of the heart. 

As Noah's dove found no ang 
but in the ark; ſo a Chriſtian finds no 
contentment but in Chriſt. 

Our hearts are like inſtruments of 
muſic well tuned; they will make no 
melody in the ear of God, unleſs they 
be gently touched by the finger of the 
Spirit. 

Chriſtians' hearts are as. iron; if 
they be once made hot with the love 
of God, they will more eaſily be join- 
ed together in love to one another. 


As 


Cas 


I 
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by way of Simile. Tz 
As the ſun ripens and ſweetens fruits 
by ſhining upon them, without which 


they would be ſour and unſavoury; ſo 
it is the ſunſhine of God's love and fa- 


vour that ſweetens all earthly bleſſings 


without which they would be but 
croſſes and curſes to them that poiicks 


them. 


God s mereies are as cords to draw 
us to him; but our fins. are as ſharp 
ſwords that cut thoſe cords. 

Outward comforts are like the rot- 
ten twigs of a tree; they may be touch- 
ed; but if they are truſted to, or reſt- 
ed upon, they will certainly deceive | 


and fail us. 


As cankers breed in the ſweeteſt 


roſes, ſo pride may ariſe out of the 
ſweeteſt duties. | 


A zealous ſoul without mad. 
lke a ſhip in a ſtorm, in danger. of 
wrecks. A meek ſoul without zeal. is. 


Uke 
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like a ſhip in a calm, that moves not ſo 
faſt to its harbour as it ought. 

Notional knowledge is like the light 
of a candle, which enlightens, but 
does not warm; true and ſaving know- 
ledge s like the ſun, which not ny 
enlightens but enhvens. 

As God commanded under the law, 
that- the inwards of every ſacrifice 
ſhould be burnt, that they might be 
* an offering made by fire, of ſweet 
& favour, unto the Lord,” Lev. iv. 8. 
So he looks for no leſs now; for, un- 
leſs we offer up our hearts to him on 
the altar of Chriſt's merits with the 
fire of zeal, our duties will never be 
acceptable to hin. 

As Old-Teſtament ſaints had ſacri- 
fices under the law, fo New Teſta- 
ment ſaints have under the goſpel : 
For every duty in which faints conſe- 
crate themſelves, 1s called a Sacrifice, 
Pfalm iv. 5. cxvi. 17. Heb. xm. 16. 
And we may parallel law and 

goſpel 
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| goſpel ſacrifices thus; Repentance 
is a treſþaſs-offermg, ''zeal a burnt- 
offering, praiſe a free-wilt offering, 
and fincerity the oblations of un 
leavened breud. 

As every ſhred of gold is precious, 
ſo is every minute of time. 

As it would be a great folly to 
ſhoe horſes (as Nero did) with gold; 
ſo it would be, to ſpend time in tri- 
fles. 

A Chriſtian's birth is Iike the Red- 
Sea, that brings him into the wilder- 


neſs ; his death is like Jordan, that 
brings him into Canaan. 


As the waters that ſunk the men of 
the old world, raiſed up Noah in the 
ark; ſo death which finks ſinners into 
hell, raiſes ſaints up to heaven. 

As a baſiliſk, if it ſees a man firſt, 
kills him, but, if a man ſees it firſt, it 
doth him no harm; ſo, if we ſee death 


firſt, 
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firſt, and prepare for it, we unſting it, 


and it can do us no hurt. 


As lamps fed with ſweet oil, caſt a 
tweeter ſmell when they are put out; ſo 


after death, the memory of the righte- 


ous is precious. 

A vicked man is like one that bangs 
over a deep pit by a {lender cord with 
one hand, and is. * it with the 


other. 
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HAP. III. 
Containing ſerious Advice to Youth. 


4 


/Pamny 1 


Cuno God for your portion; 

remember that he is the only 
ba inefs of a rational and immortal 
ſoul. -The ſoul that was made for 
| God can find no happineſs but in God: 
It came from God, and can never be 
happy but in returning to him again, 
and reſting in him, Mic. ii. 10.“ Ariſe, 
for this is not your reſt.” Col. iii. 
13 2, g. If ye then be riſen with 
« Chriſt, ſeek thoſe things which are 
above, where Chriſt ſitteth on the 
right hand of God: Set your affee- 
| tions 
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© tions on things above, not on things 
| * on the earth: For ye are dead, and 
* your life is hid with Chriſt in God.“ | 
God is all-ſufficient ; get him for 
your portion, and you have all: Then 
you have infinite wiſdom to direct you, | 
infinite knowledge to teach you, 
infinite mercy to pity and ſave you, 
infinite love to care for and comfort you, 
and infinite power to protect and keep 
you. If God be yours, all his attri- 
butes are yours; all his creatures, all 
his works of providence, ſhall do you 
| good, as you have need of them. He 
is an eternal, full, ſatisfactory portion; 
he is an ever- living, ever- loving, ever - 
preſent friend; and without him you 
are a curſed creature in every conditi- 
on, and all things will work againſt you. 
"i II. Conſider, that by nature you 
are dead in treſpaſſes and fins; a 
child of wrath, a ſtranger, and enemy 


| 10 God: and while ſuch, the thoughts 
| Wy | „ 
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of God are terrible to you; you can 
expect nothing from him but wrath 


[ Serious Advice to Youth. 94 


and. everlaſting burnings. God is 
ever angry with the wicked: His 
bholineſs hates all fin; his all-ſeemg 
| eye beholds it, and his juſtice will pu- 
Z niſhn. 12 
While you are in a ſtate of nature, 
you can do nothing but fin, Gen. vi. 5. 
Matt. vii. 18. Every thing is a ſnare, 
and a wicked heart is apt to be taken. 
Labour to be ſenfible of this, and let 
the ſinfulneſs of your nature be your 
greateſt burden. Strive and labour 
againft this principally. Get purity 
of heart, and a holy life will follow 
upon 1t ; but if you ſtrive only againſt 
outward acts of fin, while your heart 
is let alone, your labour will be in vain, 
your heart will tire you out; or if it 
doth not, yet remember, that God's 
eye is on the heart, and he hath provid- 
ed a hell for hypocrites. Nothing 
| more 


* 


* 


mands in all things; and reſt your 
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more damnable than a wicked unre- 
newed heart. 

III. Conſider, that Chriſt alone is 
your way to God. Juſtification, par- 
don, and acceptance with God, is by 
faith in him alone. Sandktification, 
and a new nature, is by the power of 
his Spirit alone. Let Chriſt therefore 
be precious to your ſoul. Labour for 
true faith in him. Take him for your 
Lord and Saviour; ſubmit to his com- 


ſoul upon him alone for reconciliation 
and peace with God. - Open your 
heart to. the motions of his Spirit ; 
welcome that principle of a holy and 
divine life, and be ſure to improve his. 
motions, follow his drawings, and by 
no means grieve him. 

W. Be [pecdy 1 in your repentance, 
ard diligent 1n your endeavours after 
bolinels. Know the time of God's 
gracious vilitation, While God is 

calling, 


* 
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calling, Chriſt inviting, the gate of 
heaven ſet open, the miniſters of the 
word exhorting, and the Spirit draw- 
ing, make haſte and delay not. 

Conſider, your life is but ſhort, and 
| altogether uncertain. To deler one 
day may be to your everlaſting un- 
doing. When your liſe is once gone, 
it will be in vain to think of repent- 
ing. You ſhall then have no more 
ſermons, no more offers of Chriſt and 
grace, Heb. ix. 27. God will be pa- 
tient no more. And if God ſhould 
take away your life to-morrow, you 
would - periſh inexcuſably for re- 
fuſing his grace to-day. One offer of 
grace refuſed, renders a ſinner inexcu- 
ſable, though God ſhould never offer 
his mercy more. O, trifle not with 
your ſoul! Be not careleſs of eternal 
happineſs. . You have heaven and 
hell, life and death before you, and 


1 bes i | X 


it 
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it depends upon your own hearty 


choice which ſhall be your portion ; 


and they are choſen by the choice of 


the way which leads to them. Chooſe 


life, and chooſe it ſpeedily. And re- 


member once again, that you have but 


one life tochooſe in. Trifle not away 
this moment, upon which depends eter- 


nity; miſpend not your ſhort time to 


your eternal loſs. 
Stand not upon a ſhort labour, dif- 


ficulty, ſelf-denial, or ſuffering, for 
your eternal happineſs. God would 
have you ſaved; Chriſt hath died 
for you to reconcile you to God; 

he is aſcended into heaven, to 
open the door for your ſoul to enter 
in at; and he is interceding with the 
Father for all grace and mercy for you, 
if you refuſe him not. He came into 
= world to ſcek and to ſave that which 
is loſt, Luke xix. 10. Be ſenſible of 


your ſinful, loſt, damnable condition 


without 


, 
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without him. O! make haſte to your 
Saviour, yield to all his demands, and 
take him as offered in the golpel, in 
all his offices. 

V. Endeavour to be truly and tho- 
roughly religious, and be not diſcour- 
aged at the difficulties of it. God's 
grace ſhall be ſufficient for your help, 
his promiſes ſhall be your ſweet en- 
couragement; peace of conſcience 
and communion with God, ſhall be 
your ever. preſent cordials. The 
trouble and pains of religion ſhall be 
but ſhort, and your reward ſhall be 
glorious and eternal. Remember that 
of the apoſtle, when religion calls you 
to ſelf-denial and ſufferings, Our 
4 light afflictions that are but for a 
* moment ſhall work out for us a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory,” 2 Cor. iv. 17. © If we 
& ſuffer with Chriſt, we ſhall alſo reign 
« „wich him, 2 Tun. 1. 12. And 


* the 
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* the ſufferings of this preſent life are 


© not worthy to be compared with the 
« olory which ſhall . be revealed,” 
Rom viii. 18. See alſo, Iſa. xlin, 2, g. 
„When thou paſſeſt through the 
* waters, I will be with thee; and 
« through the rivers, they ſhall not 
te overflow thee; when thou walkeſt 
* through the fire thou ſhalt not be 
* burnt, neither ſhall the flame kindle 
upon thee. For I am the Lord thy 


God, the holy One of Ifrael, thy Sa- 


729 


% yiour.” Never are we more joyful 


than when we deny our joy for Chriſt's 


ſake! And if theſe arguments will not 


prevail, then conſider, that all the pains 


and difficulties of religion will be found 
in the end far more tolerable than hell. 
VI. Devote your young years. to a 


good God, and your loving Saviour. 


The firſt fruits are to be offered to him. 
The green ears of your youth are to 
be carried to his ſanctuary. Think it 

not 


n 
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not pity. that the vam delights and 
ſinful pleaſures of youth ſhould be 
Joſt: Lou ſhall but exchange them 


for ſpiritual delights, which are far 
more excellent, inward, and laſting, 
Ss The] Joy of the Holy Ghoſt; the re- 
Joicing of a good conſcience, commu- 
nion with God, the ſenſe of his love, 
and the hope of heaven, are far bet- 
ter than the pleaſures of fin, and will 
more than recompenle your loſs of 
youthful and carnal delights. And 


conſider this ſeriouſly, that none have 
uſually more comfort in their ſouls 
than thoſe, who are willing to loſe 


their ſinful comforts for God and their 
ſouls ſake. 


Remember that you-muſt give an 
account-to God how you ſpend your 
youth, as well as for old age. Con- 
ſider, as young as you are, how many 
years | are already ſpent; and what 
account you are able to give to God 
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of them. One day ſpent in ſin is too 
much; and the ſins of one hour de- 
ſerve a hell. Vounger than you, are 
dead and gone. Let the thoughts of 
them mind you ſeriouſly of your ac- 
count. Your call to God's bar may be 
next. Are you ready? Think often 
what expence of time may be beſt ac- 
counted for to God; and ſo ſpend 
your younger days, as you will wiſh 
you had ſpent them when you come 
to die and be judged. 

Suppoſe God {ſhould call you away 
ſuddenly, what ſentence could you 
expect from him? Are you ready if 
the bridegroom ſhould now come ? 
Mat. xxv. 6. It will be no excule at 
judgment, if you be found in your 
fins, to ſay, © Lord, I was but young.” 
He that is old enough to fin is old 
enough for hell. You cannot make 
ſure of God's love, and an intereſt in 


Chriſt 
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Chriſt too ſoon. Vou cannot ſecure 
your ſoul too ſoon; 

Conſider thoſe young ones in For 
ture who are commended. for their 
early piety. Samuel was miniſtring 
to God in his childhood, 1 Sam. ii. 18. 
Joſiah had a tender heart for God in 
his tender years, 2 Kings xxii. 19. 
Children ſang Hoſannas to Chriſt, 
Mat xxi. 15. Timothy was a ſaint 
betimes, 2 Tim. iii. 15. And let 
theſe young ones be your pattern. 

The young diſciple was the loyed 
diſciple. God takes great delight 1 in 
an early convert. All your life is due 
to God; let him therefore have all 
that! ſtill remains, and beg his pardon 
that any ol it hath been denied. 

Repentance is eaſieſt, in youth. * 
is leſs rooted, Satan not ſo fortiſied, 
grace not ſo much lighted, the Spirit 
not ſo much grieved, and the conlci- 
ence not ſo much hardene. 

ye 


them $0 youſhall” have better com- 


conſcience hath been more awakened; 
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Be ſure therefore to give God your 
youth. Reſolve nom to be ſeriouſly 
relig igious. Now beg for the pardon 
of your” fins; and the Spirit of holi- 
neſs; and though the generality, of 
youth take another curſe, yet be not 
ſwayett by the multitude, and carried 
dor the ſtream towards hell; let 


pany. The ſuints of God will love _ 
you; the angels of God will guard 
you, and the preſence of God himſelf 
ſhall be with you, 

And if you find ntl ill wich 
ned to be as the moſt are, and to do 
as the moſt do, conſider, that you 
camot have: that pleaſure i in ſin which 
others may. Vou have had a good 


education, andi good inſtructions; your 


and will not ſuffer you: to enjoy the 
pleaſures of ſin, as others, who are 
more ignorant, and worſe educated- 

8 © may 5 
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may. Conſcience will mix gall, with 
your honey; ; When you go to prayer, 
in the evening, upon your: bed, when 
alone and retired, or in the dark, it 
will read ſad lectures to you, and 
make you review your paft delights 
with bitterneſs. 

| Labour therefore to approve your- 
ſelf to God in youth; and though 
others may condemn you, yet God, 
(from whole mouth only you muſt hve 
or die) will acquit and Juſtify you. 

And as a concluſion of this advice, 

let me perſuade you to conſider, that 
a forſaking of ſin, when you are moſt 
capable of pleaſure or honour by it, 
and.a turning to God when you are 


| moſt capable of enjoying the world, 

wall: clearly evidence the truth of your 

| converſion. So that a timely con- 
- verſion to God in youth, as it is moſt 
? ealy, ſo it leaſt queſtionable; for 


- 
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it now appears that God 1s loved for 
himſelf, and Chrift is preferred above 
the fleſh, and grace above the ſweet- 


eſt delights of the world. 


+ F 


PART II. 


4 


1 Make the word of God the BT 


of all you do. 
II. Whatever you do, be ſure to do 


it in the ſtrength of Chriſt. © With- 
out me (faith Chriſt) ye can do no- | 
60 thing,” John xv. 5. 2. e. Nothing i 
well, nothing that is acceptable to i 
God. If you do not bear fruit as a 
branch in Chriſt, your fruit will be 

but bad, and unſavoury in God's, ac- 
count; and you cannot bear fruit, as 

a branch in Chriſt, unleſs all your ſap 

and fructifying power be drawn from 
him by an active faith. Paul could 


«* do 
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do all things through Chriſt, that 
e ſtrengthened him,” Phil. vi. 13. He 
could bear the devil's buffetings by 
ſufficient grace from Chriſt, 2 Cor. 
xü. 9. But, of himſelf, he could not 
ſo much as think a good thought, 
2 Cor. iii. 5. 

Nature is but a dry root of good- 
nels; no gracious actions ſpring from 
thence. Grace depends upon contt- 
nual ſupplies that flow from Chriſt, 
as ſap from the root, or beams from 
the ſun. If Chriſt withdraws, your 
grace preſently languiſhes, grows taint 
and unactive. Know therefore, and 
mind it before you go to work, from 
whence your ſtrength muſt come, and 
fetch it in by faith. Without this 
practice you ſhall fall in ſmall tempta- 
tions, and with it ſtand in great ones. 
- © Be ſtrong in the Lord, and in the 
* power of his might, and nothing 

F 4 
ſhall 
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ſhall be too hard for you. Moun- 
tains ſhall be plains, and valleys filled 
up. All things ſhall be poſſible to 
him that believes, and relies upon 
that Power to which nothing i is im- 
pollible. | 
III. As you are to act in the power 
of Chriſt, ſo you are to preſent your 
duties to God in the name of Chriſt, 
Col. ut. 17. Your moſt coſtly ſacri- 
fices are but unſavoury in the noſtrils 
of a holy God, if they be not per- 
fumed by the fragrant incenſe of his 
interceſſion; your faireſt righteouſ- 
neſs but as filthy rags, if his righteouſ- 
nels dath not cover it: Your. duties 
muſt be dyed in the blood of Chriſt, 
they muſt be enriched with his preci- 
ous merits, orithey will be too mean 
for God to look upon, unleſs with in- 
dignation. In the Lord have J righ- 
teouſneſs and ftrength,” Ila. xlv. 24. 


IV. 
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IV. Whatever you do, do all to 
the glory of God, 1 Cor. x: 91. 
The beſt action is ill done, if not for- a 
good end; and no end is religtouſly 
good without this. That duty which 
does not begin and end in God, is no 
part of godlineſs. Look therefore to 


your end, and never ſatisfy; yourſelf 
that you have done much, unleſs you 
have done it well. 


It is the deſign of the colel to take 
man wholly off himſelf, and caſt him 
wholly upon God and Chriſt. All 
idols muſt be caſt down, that God 
alone may be exalted. Self. empti- 
| neſs and God's fulneſs, ſelf- -deficiency 
and Chriſts ſufficiency, felf-unrighte« 
ouſneſs and Chriſts righteouſneſs; are 
the great convictions of the goſpel; and 
to make ſelf nothing, and God all, in 
point of wiſdom, ſtrength, righteouft \ 


neſs, and glory, is the great command. 
and. duty of it. 


And: 
F5 
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And by theſe things examine all 
you do: By whoſe rule have I atted ? 
By whoſe. ſtrength have I atted ? In 
whoſe name have I afted? And for 
whoſe-glory have I ated ? What faith, 
what humility, what ſelf-denial, what 


love of God and Chrilt;: hath there 


been i in all! my actions? 


Theſe 6 are general Rules of 7 gion. 


MW; Endeavour to make every day 


the Lord's, to 2 it well, and to get 


nearer heaven y it. 
50 ichn 


5 Ant: to this hs ach r of this 


Advice.” 

1. As ſoon as ever you Saks; m the 
AE up your heart to God, 
and open it to him. As much as: 
poſſibly you can, avoid all thoughts 
about the world, until your morning 
devotions are over. For you will find 


5 8 
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by experience that, if the world gives 
your ſoul the firſt ſalute, and be em- 
braced with kindneſs in your morning- . | 
affections, it will greatly deaden your 
heart in the morning- duties. 

2. As ſoon as you are up, preſent 
your defires to God, in the name of 
Chriſt, for whatever your ſoul feels the 
want of, and give God his due praiſes 
for his mercies towards you the night 
paſt. Thus David, Pal. v. . My 
voice ſhalt thou hear in the morn- 
* ing, O Lord; in the morning will I 
direct my prayer unto thee.” And 
for thankſgiving, Pſal. xcii. 1,2. © It 
is a good thing to give thanks unto 
* thee, O Lord to ſhew forth thy 
loving kindneſs in the morning.” 

3. Let no day go without reading 
ſome portion of the ſcriptures : And 
4 it is no great matter, whether you read 
L it before you pray in the morning, or 


juſt. 
F 6 


with thee. 
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juſt after; your own inclination and 
exper ience will direct you; but be ſure 
it be done. You will find it very pro- 
fitable to begin the day with ſuch a 


converle with God. Prov. vi. 22, 23. 
“ When thou wakeſt, it ſhall talk 
See John v. 39. the 
command of Chriſt, and Joſhua i. 8. 
the command of God, with a pro- 
miſe. 

The Scripture diſcovers ſin, and 
the devil's. devices and malice; it diſ- 
covers duty, ; and the love of God and 
Chriſt ; and it diſcovers your ſtrength 
and encouragements. There are the 
promiſes of aſſiſting and crowning 
grace. By theſe, the Spirit acts, the 
devil is conquered, and the ſoul is com- 
forted. Through theſe, the eye of 
faith c can ſee the love of Chriſt, the 
grace of God, and the glory of heaven. 
In theſe are the food, the phyſic, and 


the 
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the arms of the Chriſtian's ſoul. Theſe 
are the word of reconciliation, grace, 
and truth, and the power of God to 
ſalvation : Therefore, every day look 
into- theſe, praying for the Spirit's 
teachings, and mixing faith with what 
you read. 

4- Let all your ordinary or worldly 
buſineſs of the day be done with inte- 
grity of heart, and a reſpect to God, 
whole ſervant you ought to be in all 
things. Pſal. IXxxviii. 72. Do all 
things as to the Lord, as in his eye, 
and according to his will; and your 
whole day's work will be as it were a 
religious worſhip : This reſpect will 
make all holy. 

5. Have a care every day that no- 
thing put you into a paſſion: Do no- 
thing with an over-eagerneſs of mind; 
and be ever upon your guard againſt 
ſudden accidents. And this can never 


be 


governs all things wiſely, and will 


be believed by him that would live 
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be obtained but by eommittin g your- 


felf, and your affairs, into God's hand 
and care every day ; believing that he 


ever do that which is beſt for you. 
The power, wiſdom, and goodneſs 
of divine Providence, muſt every day 


every day 1n peace and tranquillity of 
foul. | 

6. Every evening to your prayers 
again, and to your praiſes for that day's 
mercies: The Jews were appointed 
their evening ſacrifices, as well as 
morning, Exod. xxx. 7.8. Twice a 
day 1s as little as can be allowed to 
thoſe who are commanded to pray 
continually, Phil. iv. 6. Theſſ. v. 17. 
And every prayer ſhould have 1ts 
praiſes in it, Pſal. xc. 1, 2. © It is 
good to give thanks unto the Lord 
* to ſhew forth his faithfulneſs every 


night.“ 
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night.“ A child will aſk his earthly 
father's bleſſing at morning and night 3 
and it is better manners, apd to better 
purpoſe, to aſk our heavenly Father's 
bleſſing as often. We are ever in 
want, and God is ever giving; prayers 
therefore,-and praiſes, are.ever ſuitable 
and becoming. 

Let no day go without obſervation 
and review of God's carriage towards 
you, and of yours towards him; of 
mercies and afflictions; and of your 
duties, and the frame of heart in 
them; of your fins or inelinations to 
ſin; and ſo likewiſe of any ſpecial or 
remarkable providence of God related 
to you by others, or ſeen or read of 
by yourſelf. And let God have the 
glory of what is good. In afflictions 
be humble; be aſhamed and grieved 
for ſins; and conſider what God's 
ſpecial providences ſpeak to you. 


CHAP, 


c H A . IV. 
Containing IO Occafional Refleltions, 


Directions, Means and 5 64 
Grace, Kc. 


— Refleffioni for oor Saints. 


Ge good things are 
no ſign of God's ſpecial love. 
The ſun of proſperity ſhines upon the 
brambles of-the wildernels, as well as 
upon the flowers of the garden; and 
the ſnow of affliction falls upon the 


garden as well as upon the, wilder- 
nels. 


What though the fireams of crea- 
ture-comforts run low with thee, ſo 
thou haſt the more from the ſpring- 
head? There is more comfort in one 


drop 
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drop that diſtills immediately from 


God, than from ten thouſand rivers 
that flow from creature-delights. 


God doth ſometimes on purpoſe 
ſhew us the creature's emptineſs, that 
we may go to his fulneſs. He makes 
us ſee the creatures to be broken ciſ- 


terns, that we may know him to be 
the fountain: And that we may feed 
more largely upon {ſpiritual dainties, 
he may deny us carnal ones. 


What though God deny 'thee the 
earthly jewel, if he gives thee the hea- 


venly crown p If thou haſt; no por- 


tion here, thou ſhalt have a kingdom 


hereafter; and God is thy portion 


here, and ſo long thou ſhalt not want 


any good thing. Creature-comforts 


at the beſt, and to the beſt, are only de- 


lightful not latisfying ; : plealatity M 
gainful. 


What if all thy friends forſake "OY 
lo nt as God (who is better than all) 
ſtand 
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ſtand by thee ? Whatever enjoyment 
friends afford, that God does much 
more. Do they love thee? He died 
for thee. Do they pity thee in thine 

afflictions? © In all thy afflictions he 
is afflicted,” Iſa. Ixiii. 9. — What 
wouldeſt thou have a friend for? For 
converſe? O taſte and ſee how good 
and pleaſant a thing it is to have com- 
munion with God! Hear (if thou 
canſt, and not be raviſhed) the ſweet 
voice, I am thine, and thou art 
mine.“ O! feel the pantings of his 
heart, and hear the ſoundings of his 
bowels ! Wouldſt thou have a friend 
0 pour out thy breaft into ?—O! 
who is ſo fit for that as God? He will 
bear part of thy burden if thou art 
laden, or he will add new ſtrength to 
ſuſtain it.— His love, his converſe, his 
ſociety, his life itſelf; and ſuch a life 
as is made up of nothing but ſweet- 


nels and delight. 
| Tae 
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© The Myſtery of a Chriſtian. 4 


1. He lives in another, Gal. ii 20. 
He is wiſe in another, 1 Cor. i. 30. 
He is righteous, in another, Rom, x. 
4- He is ſtrong in another, Iſa. xlv. 


" ” SON BE. | 
2. He is very low i in humility, but 


very high in hope. He knows he is 
undeſerving of the leaſt mercy, yet 
expects the . Gen. xxxii. 10, 
8 

3. He is in che world. but not of 
the world, John. xv. g. in the world 
as a hilgrim, but not as a citizen. 
His habitation is below, but his con- 
verſation above, 3 

. He is. meek, but vehement ; 
meek i in his own. cauſe, yet vehement 


in the cauſe of God. (As Moſes, 
who was dead to 9 deaf to 


Tels reproachesz 


| 
| 
| 
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reproaches, and blind to injuries). He 
will comply with any ching that is ci- 
vil, but with nothing that is ſinful. 
He will, ſtoop to the neceſſities of the 
meatieſt, but will not yield to the ſinful 
humours of the greateſt. | 

5. He 4 Wks" out his own lalva- 
* tion with fear and: trembling,” yet 
believes in Chriſt without fear and 
trembling, Phil. ii. 12, 13. He does. 
much for God, yet counts himſelf an 
unprofitable ſervant. He works as if 
he was to live here always, yet wor- 
| 2 as if he was to die to- morrow, 
26 When he is weak, then 1 is he 
« ſtrong,” 2 Cor. Xii. 10. When he 
is moſt ſenſible of his on weakneſs, 
and moſt dependent on Chrifts 
ſtrength. then he ſtands the ſafeſt. 
7. When he is molt vile in his o⁹mnmn 
eyes, he is moſt glorious in che eyes 
'of God. Whey Job abhomeail himſelf. | 


e then 
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then God raiſed him, Job. xlii. 6. 
When the centurion thought him 
the moſt unworthy, Chriſt ſaid, “ 1 


4442 


< have not found ſo great faith, no not 
ein Iſrael,” Matt. viii. 8, 10. 

8. He is content with his condi: 
tion, yet "00g and * tor a better, 
2 Cor. v. 4. 56 ere 

9. His loſſes are gains; ; * Job's, 
Job: xliii. 12.) His falls are riſings; 
(as: Peter's, John xx1 17. ). His afflic- 
tions are promotions; (as Jocob' 85 
* All' thoſe things are againſt me, 
faith he, Gen. xlu. 36. yet all thoſe 
things were for him). His diſap- 
pointments are preferments; (as Mo- 
ſes's; though he did not go to Ca- 
naan, as he deſired; yet he went to 
heaven, which was better, Deut. 
XXXIV. 4, 3.) 198 1 

10. He cannot ſin, 1 John iii. g. 
yebhe cannot but ſin, 1 John i. 8. He 


cannot 
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cannot ſin habitually, and with full 
conſent of will ; yet he cannot but ſin 
actually through weakneſs. 11 

11. He ſaith, O vretched man 
ee that I am, who ſhall deliver me ?” 
Rom. vii. 24. Yet he ſaith, O 
© blefled man that I am, who ſhall 
condemn me?” Rom. viii. 34. 

12. He grieves, yet rejoices under 
the ſtrokes of his heavenly Father's 
hands. He grieves that his Father's 
hand ftrikes him, yet rejoices that it is 
the hand of a father, Heb. xii. 6, 7. 

13. He knows there is no abſolute 
perfection in this life, yet is continu- 
ally eg after 1 it, n. 111, 12, 1 3 
14. | 
14. The leſs his burden grows, the 
more he feels it. The leſs fin he hath, 
the more ſenſible he is of fin; not 
that fin grows, but light, holineſs, and 
tenderneſs is Increaſed, 1 Tim. i. 13. 


inn 


79 


* 
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15. He is content to live, yet 

willing to die. He deſires to ſerve 

Chriſt here, yet deſires more to depart, 

and to be with him in heaven, Phil. 
- LI: 


Some Doubts and Fears of a tender 
Conſcience anſwered, 


1. I fear Chriſt is not willing to ſave 
me. 

Anſw. What is this but OO or 
ſetting bounds to infinite mercy ?— 
What greater ſigns of his willingneſs 
would you have than thoſe he hath al- 
ready given you? He hath died, and 
purchaſed ſalvation for you, Heb. ii. 
9. 1 John. ii. 2. He calls and in- 
treats you to come and accept of it, 
Matt. xi. 28. He faith he will not 


caſt 


*Tam unworthy. 
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caſt you out, John vi. 97. He com- 
plains that you will not come, John v. 
40. And wilt thou yet ſay, he is not 
willing ?—< If thou art willing, he ne- 
ver was otherwiſe.—Be of good 
© comfort, he calleth thee.” Iſa, Iv. 1. 
% Ho! every one that thirſteth, come 
«.ye-to the waters; and he that hath 
* no money, come ye, buy, and eat; 
« yea, come, buy wine and milk with- 
* out money and without price. — 
Bring only yourſelf, come out of need 
as uz do; as the prodigal did. 
But I am ſo unworthy— 

ae If you would! have nothing 
but what you are worthy of, you muſt 
have nothing but hell. What was 
Abraham, or Saul, or any, worthy of, 
before the Lord called them? Say not, 
Art thou willing? 
Rev. xxii. 17. Wholoever will, let 


him take of the water of life free-- 


3 
* 3. But 
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3. But my fins are very great; and 


I am confounded at the ſight of them. 


Alas! how can I think of a/pardon? 


Anſw. Are thy fins great? the 
more need thou haſt of a Saviour. 


Greater ſinners have been pardoned ; 
Manaſſeh and Saul. 


is gracious ? read Ia. i. 18. Come 
* and let us reaſon together, faith the 
Lord: though your ſins be as ſcar- 
let, they ſhall be as white as ſnow : 
though they be red like crimſon, 
e they ſhall be as wool.” 1 John i. 7. 
The blood of Jeſus Chriſt his Son 


_ « cleanſeth us from all fin.” "> 


God for that word all. 
4. ButT en a — hard, dead 
heart. 
Anſw. Put that among your fins 
and cometo Chriſt, a 5 
Cc 


3 My 


But doſt thou 
think thou art more guilty than Chriſt 


— 
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56. My ſins are many as well as 
great. I ſin daily; I fo; fin that 1 


- muſt ſuffer. 


_ Anſw. Vea, if there were none to 
appear for thee. - Luke yi. 47. © Her 
« ſins which were my are forgiven 
« her.” 1 John i. 7. Chriſt is a dai- 
ly Advocate. 1 Tokn e 
« any man fin, we have an Advocate 
« with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt, the 
« righteous, and he is the propitiation 


for our fins.” This ſcripture ſhould 


be as daily bread. for believers. to live 


upon. 5 
6. I have Gn againſt light and 


conviftion. 


Anſw. So 3 "ry and Peter, 


who yet were pardoned. . 
7. But: lam a revolter and back- 


eps: s/o icant fling oft | 

Anſto. Jer. iii. 1—“ Thou halt 
6 played the 3 ih many lovers, 
yet 


** 


Occaſional” Reſlecttons, &. 133 
e yet return again unto me, ſaith the 
Lord.“ Hoſ. xiv. 4. I wilt heal 
* their backitidngs, I will love chem 
1 freely. 
8. I am afraid of departing from 
God again. | 
Anſw. Jer. xxx. 40.—“ 1 will 
© make an everlaſting covenant with 
them, that J will not turn away from 
e them to do them good; but I will 
e put my fear into their hearts, that 
© they ſhall not depart from me-. 
9. I have no ſtrength. | , 
Anſw. Iſa. xIv. 24: © Surely ſhall 
«one fay, In the Lord have I whey 
* ouſnels and ſtrength. J (10.2 
10. I am afraid to die, FAA 
Anſw. Plal. xxiii. 4. Yea, chovgh 
J walk through the valley of the 


* ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil; 
ce, for thou art with me.” Phil. i. 23 
* Tam ina ſtrait between two, having 


G 2 * a dehre 


1 
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4 4 9 ire 10 anne 0 0 be with 
« Ct. whic 1 When 
you die, God ſhall be with you; and 


Chriſt ſhall be with you; and you 


ſhall be with God and Chriſt for 
bon hy 17 5101 18510. 
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The, Di ifference between inherent and 
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VOL) | a. 5 iohteouſvel fanQlfies 


ithputed righteouſneſs juſtifſies. 
2. Inherent righteouſneſs makes us 
-ſhine before men, imputed: righteoul- 


neſs makes us ſhine before Gd. 
g. Inherent righteouſneſs, pleaſes 


God, Anniſton: righteouſneſs appraſes 
him. 


4. Inherent righteouſneſs diſcharges 
from hypocriſy, imputed righteouſ- 


neſs from — 


vs )y(6 . 
5. Inherer”: 


Occafu onal 8 efleflions, &c. 125 


LINKS Wos þ 8 1 
65 Inherent righteouſneſs 1 makes us 


mane righteou uſneſs m m altes Pu ur 
prayers prevail. 6 | 

6. Inherent righteouſneſy 18 Gi 
ſincerity, imputed Tighteouſneſs our 
perfection. 1 

7. Inherent righteouſneſs reſpects 
the law, imputed righteouſneſs an- 
ſwers the law. 
8. Inherent righteouſneſs is the 
evidence of our ſalvation, imputed 
righteouinels the foundation of it. 

9. Inherent righteouſneſs is our joy, 
imputed righteouſneſs our 8 Ila. 
alv. nn 
10, Inherent Weber is to be 
loved, imputed righteouſneſs too be 
truſted: odge Inman r.o 
11. © Inherent” igttecaſorls f i= id. 
perfect. imputed righteouſneſs. per- 


ect. : ; 9599 8 . Fe (1:44 1 Cl 


: % 1 VY 5 vi ” 1 5 
qm. 75 Od tot) 


Go - wha + 2 
12. Inherent 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


— — 
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12. Inherent righteouſneſs is our 
qualification for heaven, imputed 


| righteouſneſs 0 our utle to it. 


a 
1 # AS © # 


Directions i for thoſe that are under 


Oo 27 eee 


l Aut! 


1. Do ns! you are not 


yet come to the heavenly Canaan. 


2. Do not deſpair, you are in the 
way to it. 

3. Beware of ill company. 

4. Fear falling away, Heb. iv. 1. 
Preſerve a tender frame. 
5. Keep 0e {ell De much | in 
ejaculations, , 

6. Do not reſt in enable 
nor duties, nor any thing: ſhort of 


Chriſto: 


7. Be with in bumiliation and 
confeſſion. 


8. Remember 


a Occa ſional Reflections, &c, way 


8. Remember to es ogy: the 
Lord's day. 


| 9. Study your foul's caſe; and- la 
| bour to get your hearts affected with 
it, and mortified to the world. 

10. Remember the great day of ac- 
counts, Eccl. xn. 14. 

11. Prepare for, and think not 
ſtrange of trials, Heb. x. 32. N 


12. Let not religion be your diver- 
ſion, but your bufineſs. 


* 


Directions to keep from Sin. 


1. Run not into temptations. 
2. Maintain a conſtant watch a- 
| gaint, and fear of fin. 


3. Beware of pride and Pee 
tion. 


4. Avoid and abhor gochlulneb, 0 


5. Remember 
G 4 


him ſor it. 


128 nn atmen, an. 
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5: Remember you fland by faith. 
Pour ſength "Th 3 Clint” LE to 


a If _ 
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Qt, th. 12 conlncy * 
0 ſeie ce, under. the Yor! of 1 truth 
a nd g oolpel of grace... a et 
8 2. Finch it he nature of God. ;..;1 
Sit, looſe to the world. . | 
0 1 ſider the . of life, 
at the liitation of the day of g grace · 
1 5. Be much 7 buſineſs of ſelf. 
examination," Pſal. 1 


_— I 
ae £11 


tand 1 in 
15 FR 


« awe and ſin not, i with 


0 a on heart upon your bed, and 
* be ſtill.“ „Lam. ili. 40, Let us 
« ſearch and try our hearts, and turn 


66 0087 unto the Lord.” 


| 100 BGG 
Anf zo NV. 4 3 4 DT! 


0. Seriouſly | 


3% 22 


2 035% Þ; oN 0 821 
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6, Seriouſly) expect approaching 


judgment. i 10k Gia 


7. Think much of death and eter- 
nity. 

8. Waſh thy heart in x the blood of 
Jeſus, and take every day a turn on 
mount Calvary. 


9. Seriouſly apprehend the poſſibi- 
lity; nay, the probability; nay, the ab- 
ſolute certainty of a a pardon through 
Chant LE 

10. Sue for repentance at the kind 
of God; Say with Ephraim, Turn 
15 thou me, and I ſhall be turned; for 


2 thou art the Lord 110 God.“ Jer. 


xxxi. 18. 111165 Df) 39 


. 


Þ Means to live al Peace, 
CETIL3 Dift - af TRI TL VERA LAEEL BA FH ITS 


5 — ” © F229 ibs 


1, Mind your own bullce.” 
Thell, iv. 22, 


G5 2. Keep 


130 aan Rein KG. 


1 5 2. Keep 5 your” "tongue from evil, 1 
Per Int. 10. # 

g. Do not contend for every trifle, 
whether it be matter of right or 
K e n 

4. If others beglell their duty to 
ro be ſure that you perform yours 
to them. To render railing for rail- 
ang, is to return fin for fin. 

.5- Make your enemy ſee pad fer 
your love to him, Rom. xii. 20. 


| 6. Beg of God for eier charity. 
| 7. Be humble. 
1 8. By faith wait for the  provdene 
1 of God. bee | 
1 Means to be content. 
| p r 

1. Conſider you have what God 


. any na 


— • n 


allots you; what his providence, al- 
lows you. Your croſſes and comforts 


are mixed by his mnt It is the will 
14 3 are 


— 


—2Kj44c — oe oo 


| 
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of God that thou ſhouldſt be thus and 
thus. Labour then to have that dear- 
er to thee than any thing in the 
world. 

2. Conſider, that if you had fewer 
comforts, and more croſſes, you ought 
to be thankful; for do you know 
what you have deſerved; ? 'Tis of the 
Lord's mercy that you are not con- 
ſumed. 


g. Whatever comes, take it as from 
the hand of God. Aſſure yourſelf, 


that without his permiſſion and direc- 
tion it could not come. 


4. Prepare to receive the will of 
God, and look for changes and altera- 
tions in the world. 

5. Faith is another means to quiet, 
fatisfy, and content the mind. That 
aſſures us, that which is conſiſtent 
with the love of God may well be born. 

Outward loſſes and afflictions are con- 
ſiſtent with thelove of God. Whom 


9 © the 


* 


132 on Reftettions, &c. 
«the Lord loveth he chaſteneth Heb. 


x60 We are alb ſubjett to altera- 
tions; our life, health, eſtate, friends, 

families, and all we have, are liable to 
changes. Let us then fix upon a God 
that never changes, that never ſails, 


who is from everlaſting to everlaſting. 
Let us depend upon a God that de- 
pends upon none. And, what though 
our houſe be not ſo with God as it 
;hath;been; yet, if he hath. made with 
us an everlaſting covenant, we have 
great reaſon to be content with all 
Bis 25g ne with us. 2 . 
Vi. 5. 
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41 cans to 5 0 Mer ercies.. 


| ssb 319 A; ws #1 4180. 


io wit Be chankful fox them. M 


2. Receive them as mercies, not as 
dues. 


e "th 3. Prepare 


Occaſional Reflecienb 8 488 


Prepare to part with them 

4. Expect the countmuance ofmer- 
cies from God: he is the ſtrength 
of our life, the ſtaff of our bread, nhe 
breath of our nils, and the: tength 


n al 15990 3800 
THOSE | 1 2k [1 
| = 
Signs of auh. 
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5 Priyes is a ſign of "Tn if 
it whe ſecret, Matt. vi. 6. frequent, 
Abts. x. 2. fervent, Rom. viii. 26. 

2. A willingneſs to be ſearched by 
God, Pſal. cxxxix. 2g. By the righite- 
ous, Pſal. cxli. 3. By miniſters, Acts. 
x. 33. By conſcience, Pſal. Ixxvii. 6. 
By the: Scriptures, John. iii. 19, 20, 
21. Sincere ſouls love fincere deal- 
ings. 

3. A ſenſe of ſin; Parüeulary of 
Ipiritual fins, Mark. ix. 24. Rom. vi. 


vid 7 4 21. And 


£34 Octaſional Reflections, & c. 


21. And of original ſin, Rom. vii. 24. 
eſpecially when it drives to Chriſt, 
verſe. 23. 0 

4. When a man is dh ſenſible of, 


and watchful againſt his own fin, his 
_ conſtitutional fin, the beam in his 


OWN cye. 

5. Univerſal tenderneſs. When a 
man will not plead for any fin, Pſal. 
exix. 128. nor quarrel with any of 
the commandments, Pſal cxix. 6. 
Adds ix. 6. 


6. Tis a ſign of dnterity when a 


man chooſes affliction rather than ſin, 
Dan. iii. 17, 18. 


7. When a man relies upon Chriſt 


for ſtrength againſt ſin. 


8. When a man loves God above 


all, and loves others principally for 


— 


what is God. like in them. 


9. When a man ere in the 
word of God. 4 


10. When 


Occafidnol RefteBtions,” &. 15 


10. When he makes conſeience to 
watch his heart in duty. sagte 

11. When a man's thoughts run 
freely on heavenly things. | 
12. When the glory of G 18 pre- 
ferred above all. 

19. When a man's i is 
joined with meekneſs. 

14. A well governed tongue (for 
an outward ſign) when a man dares 
neither boaſt of himſelf, nor cenſure 
others, James iii. 2. Matt. x11. 36. 

' 15. Conſtancy in the ways of God, 
Job xxvu. 6, 10.—Such' a man can 
never be a hypocrite. 


Short. Queſtions wherely to know whe- 
ther the Heart be truly changed. 


1. Hath thine heart been turned 
into ſorrow for fin? | 


2, Hath 


136 Ocraſonal Reffetl ans, & c.. 
2. Hath thy ſorrow turned into 


prayer? tk rt 
3. Hath thy. prayer turned into 
faith? 5 
1 Hath thy faith 5 in werke 
Wms and obedience 3 ? Way 


5 DTISINY 
hers of Faith... 


#78 n * 


ht, 5 thoſe that ee 


1. Chriſt is precious. 
2. The Word is [weet. 
g. Sin is bitter.. 
4. Prayer is delightful. 
5. Saints are dear 
6. Religion is their buſineſs. | 
7. The world is a broken idol. 
8. Death is welcome. Or thus, 


Occa ſional Nee lans, c. 137 
mur wonrot yl; gizH ü 2 


Iich tat believe. | ; g (ve 


T1533 15 7810 4 14491 4< 
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7 


Have Chriſt in their hearts; heaven 
in their "eye; "and the world under 
their feet. God's Spirit is” theft 
guide; God's fear is their guard; 
God's people are their companions ; 
God's promiſes are their cordials ; ho- 
lineſs is their way, and heaven is their 
home. 


f 11 
Signs of . to. hrs i. 0 | 
They that love Chriſt. I 


1. Love to think: of him. 55 
2. They love to hear of — 5 


BU 'They love to read of M 


of 
4. They love to ſpeak tor him, 


Ef 


0 


to. 
5. The ey 1 the — es. of Chriſt 
6. They 
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6. They love the yoke of Chriſt, 


7. They love the miniſters of Chriſt. 
8. They love the name of Chriſt. 
9. They hate fin. 


10. They are pleaſed when Chriſt 


is Pleaſed. 


"£3: 2 hey are grioved v when Chriſt 


15 grieved. 


12. They long to be with Chriſt. 
"Chriſt's will is their will; Chriſt's 


Monte” is their affliction ; Chriſt's 


caule 1s their care; Chriſt's miniſters 
are their ſtars ; Chriſt's ſaints are their 
companions; (Chriſt's day is their de- 
light; Chriſt's word is their oracle; 
. 8 glory 18 er end. 


Signs of the fear of God. 


A Man then fears Cod, 


1. When he dares not lin, though 


folicited and tempted to it. 
2. When 


Occa ſional Reflections, &c; 43 9 


2. When ſin is common, and yet 
he fears it. 

3. When he i 18 afraid of an evil 
thought. 

4. When he FRE Int fin, though 
he ſhould ſuffer if he does not. 
5. When his heart is broken, and 
trembles at the word of God, ' 

6. When he flies to Chriſt.  _ 
7. When he is ſtudious ton pleaſe 
God. 5 


Signs of true Grace. 


1. When {elf- loving is turned into 
telf- loathing; ſelf· excuſing into ſelf- 
condemning ; ſelf-admiring into ſelf- 
abhorring; ſelf-ſeeking into ſelf-deny- 
W Wo; ; 
| 2. Is 


140 Occaſional Re efleftionss &c. 


AB Tis 70 hen of true grace when a 


man ſeriouſiy complains of * want 
of grace. 


A graceleſs perſon cannot truly 
complain that he hath no grace. 


There is grace in 1 that complaint. 
3. When the heart is tender, and 


leck me power of an ordmance. } 


4. When'the foul hath an appetite 


after the word, 1 Pet. it. 2. 
5. When a man makes conſcience 


6 DAS 
of ſecret prayer. 


6. When we are taken in their 
converſation, and manner of life, "who 
are moſt ſpiritual, Zech, viii. 2 23. 2 

7. When we are Willing to be ac- 


Wie With Chriſt, and Jnr 
to God upon any e W 


tuch. When 4 mal ap des of "al 
duties. ni 48901 ory CL 


* * W 12811 1 
A When he achires b 175 
11 
There! is grace in dhe e delice 0 grace 
41 II! F „ 


ir Perk 
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* 
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A Prayer for Clare. 1h 


as there I fin in the defire of in, Nek. 
i 11. Plal. IXXx IV. . 193 Hm 


2 51 * 16 


a eee, 
: 
- 
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A hor Prayer for | Children, 1040 


0 M 0 8 T great CFU Ran Na Ga, 
thou art f from everlaſting to eyer- 
laſting. No creature 18 worthy. to 


come before thee; much leſs am 10 
poor ſinful nnd aſhes. WD. 
O Lord, lam conceived and wo 
in fin, Thou haſt - nouriſhed and 
brought me up, but I have rebelled 
ainſt thee; I have known. thy will, 
Fo have. not. done. it, and therefore 


1 have deſpiſed thy promiles, and abuſ- 
ed thy mercies. I have been; un- 
thankful for mercies receiy ed, and un- 
fruufyl under mercies enjoyed -U 
have hnned againſt ſo much light, 


againſt 


42 A Prayer for Childr en. 


againſt ſo much love, and againſt ſo 
much warning, that it is of thine 
infinite mercy that I am not conſumed. 
I cannot anſwer for what I have done ; 
I cannot bear what I have deſerv- 
ed. 

O enter not into Judgment with 

me!] do not puniſh, but pity me! Re- 
member not what I have done, but 
remember what: Chriſt hath ſuffered, 
and let his blood go for mine. WS 
pray thee, let my ſins be my grief, but 
not my ruin; let them be laid to my 
heart, but not to my charge. Thou 
haſt found a ranſom, deliver me from 
the pit. Since Chriſt was crucified, 
let me be releaſed ; as he was afflicted . 
and ſmitten, let me *be healed by his 
* ſtripes, and cured by his wounds.“ a. 

What comfort can I take in any 
dung here below, if ſin lie at the door? 
* I beſeech thee to take 


away 


A Prayer for Children. 143 


away my fin before thou takeſt away 
my life. Let not me, nor any that are 
related to me, hve in fin, and die in fin, 
and go to the grave © with a lie 1 in our 
- right hand.“ 
humbly beſeech thee, 0 Lord, to 
ſprinkle my conſcience with the blood 
of Chriſt, which cleanſeth from all 
ſin.” Give me faith in that blood, 
and peace in the application of it to 
my conſcience, that by theſe thy to- 
kens for good, I may know that I am 
*©not appointed for wrath, but to ob- 
© tain ſalvation by my Lord Jeſus. 
« Chriſt.” ——— And for his ſake | 
grant me thy Holy Spirit, J beſeech 
thee, to enlighten. my mind, that I may 
know thee; to renew. my will, that 1 
may, ſerve thee; and to fanclify my 
affections, and all the powers of my 
ſoul and body, tat ! may follow thee 
full) all the days of my — R 


444 A Prayer for Children. 


O Lord; defend me from the world, 
me fleſh, and the devil. Make. me 
good in my perſon, and good in my 
place. Let thy Spirit reſt. in me, that 
I may be always doing or getting,gaod- 
 -— Help me well through this world. 
Uſe me whilſt I hive, and don't refuſe 
me when I come to die. Let my like 
be a holy walking with thee, that my 
; death may be a comfortable. going to 
thee. {PEP 

For Chriſt's fake, 0 Lord, bleſs all 
thy g. people, this nation, and the family 


ng to. Give all true peace and 
Wel . Haſten the downfal of Ba- 
bylon, the converſion of the Jews, 
and the fulneſs of the Gentiles. 
Heavenly Father, I bleſs, praiſe, and 
magnify thee, for my creation, preſer- 
vation, and all the bleſſings of this life; 
but above all, for the Lord Jeſus 
Chrift, that unſpeakable gift of thine ; 


N * 
15 ö : 
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for the. means and ſeaſons of grace, and 
for all thy mercies. Hear me, O Lord, 
for Chriſt's ſake, in whoſe name and 
words I further pray- 

Our Father, which art in heaven. 
« Hallowed be thy name. Thy king- 
% dom' come. Thy will be done on 
«© earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and for- 
give us our debts. as we forgive our 
% debtors. And lead us not into tempta- 
er tion, but deliver us from evil. For 
« thine is the kingdom, and the power, 


«and the glory, for ever and ever, 
Amen. 
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dane te Betts: 0 the late re- 
derend Mr John Mafon, which he 
ſent to ſeveral of has Friends ; tend- 

ing to promote the Power of Godlineſs, 
© bothm age] and Families. l 
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LETTER . & 


To my dear Siſter, Mrs. Hannah What | 
under W 


Aer, Si eſter, 


Beſeech his moſt merciful Majeſty 
to ſend his word and heal you! That 
we may not have ſorrow upon ſorrow ! 


— O, if it were his will to reſtore 
you 
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you for his glory, and the good of 
many !—And who can tell, but by this 
alhetion he is fitting you for future 


many affectionate 3 faithful friends 
may be a means of your recovery? 
which IThepe through the“ thank(- 
« giving of many, wall redound to the 
0 praiſe and glory of God. — But, 
Ibelieve, it is not recovery you wiſh 
for, any farther than as it will be a 
manifeſtation of God's pleaſure,” and 
an opportunity of ſerving him; it is 
not that you ſo much deſire, as to 
* depart and to be with Chriſt, which 
indeed is far better.“ 

My dear Siſter,” What "as can 
we render unto God who hath viſited 
us with peace and joy in the Holy 
Ghoſt, through our. dear Redeemer? 
and hath given us that communion 
with him here, which is a pledge of 


our Joint communion with him 1 in ever- 


H 2 laſting 


— — — — . — — 
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laſting ned Certainly you cannot 
but remember ſome Bethels and Che- 
bars, where the Lord hath met. you 


and owned you; ſome promiſes which 
have been made your own; and ſome 
« times of refreſhing from the pre- 
1 ſence of the Lord.“ Bleſſed be God 
that you have a witneſs in yourſelf, 
and internal evidence; an inward | 


* * ſight and taſte that the Lord 1 is gra- 


6 cious.” 


The Lord hath ane, you with 


that which is the very ſum and ſub- 


Nance of the goſpel, viz. That 
* Chriſt came into the world to fave 
« ſinners :” That a Chriſtan's thankful- 
neſs flows from faith in the promiſes : 
That ſelf-denial muſt run through the 


whole courſe of this life, as the warp 


through the woof: And that Chriſt is 
a Chriſtian's life, peace, hope, and 


ſecurity : Whilſt he lives, we are in 
lafety; 


Wiilſt 


| 
q 
q 
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Wh 2 42 merciful id true, 
We are both ſafe and happy too : F 


That a Chriſtian's important and daily 
duty is to eye and engage his continual 


aſſiſtance: and that our recovery from 
daily infirmities muſt be by a daily 


recourſe to this ever: living, ever- 

loving, ever- pleading Advocate. 
You know allo, that ſubmiſſion to 

the will of God, is a yielding to thoſe 


methods whereby he 1s conducting us 


to eternal happineſs and glory; and 


that every dram of affliction is order- 
ed us by the love of our eyer-gracious 
and all-merciful Father. Bow then 


to his lovereignty, and believe his 


grace; You are in a happy hand; in 


happy circumſtances ; all the paths of 
| God are mercy and truth to you-in- 


finite and immortal thanks are due to 
our ever-bleſſed Father, Redeemer 


H 3 and 


JS 


—— d ́ 22 — EY — — 
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JA Lale of the lat 


y and Fer The * * with 


your ſpirit Grace and peace be w uh 


you? Amen. — I remain 


* 


Jour affectionate and 
moſt obliged Brother in the Lord: 
|  Joun, Mas 0 N- 


$$44444449-+ $$$44$4+3+ 
LET T E Ri: . 


T, 0 "Rey dear friend, Mrs. Mary Holmes. 


Dear F Tuend, 


0 That you might live in "the 
Lord's fi ght !—IfI knew the 
preſent ſtate of your heart, I could 


better tell what to write to you. How- 


ever, I ſhall ſet down ſome thin gs for 
your comfort. 
Do not ſay, that you are left of God, 


and there is no hope for you: 1 tell 
5 you 
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you, there is mercy enough in God; 
merits enough in Chriſt, powerenougli 
in the Spirit, room enough in heaven, 
and ſcope enough in the Profiles for 
you. 


Do not fay, that you are a repro- 
bate, and a caſt-away ; it is a ſin to 


think ſo: Every one is bound to hope 
that he is elected; and, in virtue of 
chat hope, dic to make his call- 
ing and election ſure. The Lord is 
* good to them that wait for him, 
© and to the ſoul that ſeeketh him, 
Lam. iii. 23. There vill be doubts 
and fears, but we muſt not cheriſh 
them. We muſt not queſtion God's 
ability to ſave; for he can do all 
things: Nor muſt we queſtion his wil- 
lingneſs to ſave; for he hath ſent his 
own Son into the world to ſave us.— 
Say to thyſelf, He hath made me 
* willing to be ſaved, and is not he 
willing to ſave me? Alas! my ten- 


H 4 * 
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©: der mercies are eruelties, in reſpect 


of his infinite compaſſions. We 
cannot be ſo willing to confeſs fin, as he 
18: to pardon it. We cannot deſire 
to be ſaved, ſo much as he delights to 
ſave. None ever truſted him, but they 
found him a good God. 
Therefore, my dear friend, have bo- 


33 thoughts of God. Though 
he ſhould hide himſelf from thee for a 


moment, yet lift, up thy heart to him, 
and wait for him; in his own time he 
Will make himſelf known unto you; 
he will be your own God, for your 
own dear Saviour's ſake. 


Perhaps you fit in darkneſs; but the 


Lord will be your light. It is darkeſt 


a little before the break of day: © Light 
is :ſown for the righteous, and joy 
for the upright in heart; and it 
will ſpring up. Behold the hul. 
* bandman waits for the precious fruits 
of the earth : © Bepatient then, and 

walt 


1 
| 
: 
| 
J 


**» — . nun i 


Red. My. John Maſon. 133 


wait for God in the uſe of albÞ His 
means, and the good hour will come. 
Perhaps you find a coldneſs and 
deadneſs of heart, and complain that 
you cannot ſerve God with life and 
affection. This is a complaint of ma- 
ny of God's dear children. But ve 
muſt do what we can; we muſt be 
reading, hearing, praying, waiting up- 
on God in his own way, and he will 
give us his quickening Spirit. 

The world will reproach us; but it 
reproached Chriſt before us. We muſt 


be willing to follow a fuffering Savi- 
our in a ſuffering way. Whatever men 


ſay againſt us, they muſt anſwer for it, 
not we. © Only let our converſation. 
be fuch as becometh the goſpel. of 


« Chriſt. Let us give no occaſion to 


his enemies to blaſpheme his name“ 
And he that ſuffered ſo much for us, 
O! let him not ſuffer by us. 

H 5. We: 


I! 


\ 
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We muſt"take our rules of living 
from the word, and not from the 
world. And the Lord give us wiſdom 
to direct us, and zeal to quicken us 


in his on bleſſed ways — And to con- 


firm eur obedience and patience, let 
us remember that the Lord is coming, 
and his reward is with him: He is 
coming to receive us to himſelf, that 
* where he is, we may be alſo.” 


And as for the things of this life, the 


e love that provided a Saviour for 
thee, will provide all neceſſary tem- 


poral bleſſings for thee: Thy heaven- 
ly F ather, who knows what is beſt for 


thee, will chooſe thine inheritance; 


therefore, be not too careful about 


theſe things, but reſt your care upon 
: him who careth for you. Leave your- 


; ſelf with him, for he is Love, 1 John 


IV. 8. Commit your whole ſelf, ſoul 
and body ; s the Harids of 1 infinite 
love. ; 


Nc ow 
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Nov the Lord of his infinite mercy 
put his Spirit in this dead letter, for 
the quickening your ſoul; and I be- 


ſeech him to make it effectual for your 


eternal good. ——I commend you to 
God, and the wore of his n and 


reſt 
. faitful * 


Jonx MasoN 


e 44444-44444 
| I. E T TER I 


| Tomy dear Siſter, Mrs. M argaret 


umi n 
| Deir Se, SY delt leite 
M AY theſe lines rad; you. wi 
IVI and happy. I Joy in the 


thoughts. that your ſoul is ſecured in 


the hands of Chriſt, and that in. this 


lite you are as happy as Content itſelf 
Co H 6 can. 
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can make you. Who hath the largeſt 
w | {ſhare of external comforts, but he who 
| beheves this world 1s vanity. Indeed, 
the ſureſt experience of. the world's 
emptineſs ariſeth from a taſte of Chriſt's 
fulneſs. Though there be nothing but 
diſappointments i in the world to them 
that make it their idol, yet it will be 
| ſlaviſhly purſued and craved by them, 
| becauſe they know no better things; 
j for the infatuated idolater hath not the 
| 


ſenſe to ſay within himſelf, © Is there 
not a lie in my right-hand. N 

O bleſſed be God, who hath engaged 
your heart for himſelf; in the ſtrength 
of Chriſt, follow on to know him.. How 


ſhould the way of ſpiritual thrift be va- 
lued and improved by thoſe who are 
taught of God, where their main and 
eternal intereſt lies ? where every ſu- 
peradded degree of favour m. religion 
doth at once increaſe the ſtoek in the 
heart, and the bank that is laid up in 

heaven. 
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heaven. "Tis a proviſion of ſpikenard, 

and precious ointment, againſt our fu · 
neral. Let us call thoſe our golden 
hours, that are ſpent with God. 

I ſhould now at large commend to- 
you that excellent duty of ſelf-exami- 
nation, but that it hath been effectually 

preſſed upon you by a dear ſaint now 
in heaven. Nor have I cauſe to doubt; 
but as her memory, ſo her counſels are 
inviolably preſerved in the molt inward: 
rooms of your heart.—Aecept the 
hearty reſpects of me and mine—moſt 
ardently deſiring for you, all the bleſ- 
lings that were purchaſed by the moſt 
valuable blood of the Son of God. I 


remain in him, 


Dear Siſter, 
Your moſt affectionate brother, 
Joun MasoN. 


LE T- 
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LETTER W. 


5 2 the Jame. 
* 'y FRM Siſter, 


I Preſerve carefully my ancient =Y 
ſpedts —Though I have been long 


filent, Iam your orator before the high- 
eſt throne, and do earneſtly deſire, that 
you, may grow in the faith of Jeſus, 
and in lively communion with him, 
which is the moſt comfortable thin g in 
the world. — Alas! we are leſs than no- 
thing, worſe than nothing. Chriſt is all 


May he be ſo to us! Let us glorify 
him more by relying upon his ſancti- 
fication and merits; for all that we 


can do or ſuffer, cannot atone for the 


leaſt of our ſins. Tis the ſelf-emptied 
heart, and beggar's hand that muſt re- 
ceive this infinite gift of God.— The 


woman of Canaan. is our pattern.— 


« ie 
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* True, Lord, I am no better than a 
dog, but there are crumbs for dogs. 
I am as bad as fin can make me, and 
“ deſerve to be as miſerable as hell can 
make me; but Lord, I am not ſo 
bad, as thou art good; I am not ſo 
& miſerable, as thou art merciful.” + 

O, my dear Siſter, I defire that you 
may now live by faith, and breathe by 


prayer; that you may finally dwell 
above, © where Chriſt ſitteth at the 


* right-hand of God.” — The Lord 


ſpiritualize our ſouls, and quicken us 
according to his lovin g-kindnels —We 
long to ſee you.— Farewell in Chriſt. 


Your affectionate brother, 


Joux Mason.. 


| 6 E. T- 
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LETTER v. 


1 5 To the ſame. 

| OY 

| « My dear Siſter, 

4 70 U are dearly: remembered 
ö by us; though we ſeldom con- 
etters, our 
| verſe perſonally, or by | | N _ 
hearty prayers are for you oo 1e e 
meet toge- 
y | of grace. I hope we {hal - 2 

1 ther before the throne of g ory. 

] | l hope I need not ſuggeſt ae we 
nfort t Ow what 1 
1 of comfort to you, who 10 r 
| is to enjoy the preſence of Go | 
il arth, and are therefore prepared to 
iGO f Chriſt in heaven. 
[ enjoy the preſence of Chrilt 1 

| i d is our father; 
| Doubtleſs the Lor IS | 

| though our, earthly parents. be igno- 
| rant of us. I commend you to him, 
through Chriſt. Let us hope in the 
l = * 0 Wo 
Lord, who is Almighty, and 6 mer 
. nd in his mer- 
| eiful. The Lord abou _ 
it 

1 
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cy to you! May he be a ſun to direct 
you, a ſhield to protect you, a portion 
to ſuſtain you, and a God to ſave 
you! 

O, that we may hear the rod! which 
ſaith—* Sin no more; get an intereſt 
in Chriſt; prize time; and prepare 
to meet your God!” That we may 
inwardly hear the voice of the rod, 
while we outwardly feel the ſmart of 
it!—I beſeech the Lord to proſper 
you every way; to watch over you; 
and to rejoice over you to do you 
good; to ſweeten your life with his 
love, and to fit you for his whole 
pleaſure.No more, but all hearty re- 
ſpects to you; and that I am 


Your's, in our deareſt Redeemer, 


JON MAsON. 


LE I- 
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LETTER VI. 
Te 0 Mrs. Elizabeth Glover. 


My dear Friend in Chrift, 
He hard a thing is it to exer- 
ciſe faith when we have moſt 
need of it? And how fad a thing is 
it, that when we have moſt need of 
the Lord's preſence and help, we 
ſhould then eſpecially grieve him 
with our doubts and diſtruſts? How- 
ever, we have this to comfort us, that 
where the Lord ſeeth faith in fincerity, 
he will pardon its inf rmity. But O 
when i all we believe againſt ſenſe, 
and hope againſt hope? When ſhall 
we give all glory to God by ground- 
ing upon his word, when we want 
preſent experience and feeling? ſay- 
ing, 2 
| The 
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The glory of my glory ſtilſ ſhall be, 
To give all glory and myſelf to thee.” 


When ſhall we attain to- that ex- 
cellent frame of believing which the 
church was in, Mic. vii. 8. 9.“ Re- 
* joice not againſt me, O mine ene- 
„my; when I fall I ſhall ariſe; when 
«© ſit in darkneſs the Lord ſhall be a 
© light unto me. I will bear the in- 
* dignation of the Lord, becauſe I 
e have ſinned againſt him, until he 
* plead my caule, and execute judg- 
* ment for me. He will bring me 
e forth to the light, and I ſhall behold 
5 his righteouſneſs.” 

But though we have not attained ſo 
far, let us bleſs God for any meaſure 
of faith, one grain whereof excelleth 
all the riches in the world. And let 
us. take heed of falling into ſin. To 
lie under the hidings of God's face is 


a great affliction; but to he under a 


ſenſe. 
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| Dur you muſt ſtrive againſt it, and ſo 
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ſenſe of his Ae is a greater. 
There is no evil ſo great as fin. - Let 
us: Hee from error and temptation ; 
avoid ill company, which will either 
taint us, or grieve us; be jealous over 
our own ſpirits; hate preſumption 
and careleſſneſs, and be much in hum- 
ble Prayer and holy fear; I am, 


TLuoour ſincere friend, 
Jona 5 Mason. 


—— 6 ⏑⁹ 9. 


I. E . T E R VII. 
= of $44; 460" tat ene. x 


'! Loving Chriſtian Friend, 
Y OU complain of that in your let- 


ter which no creature upon earth 


15 free from. The beſt Chriſtian muſt 


acknowledge that pride dwelleth in 
him. Vou do well to complain of it» 


we 
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we muſt all.—There is ſo much of 
heaven in the ſoul as there is of hu- 
mility. Take a true meaſure of your- 
ſelf. Conſider what you are. Beg 
of the Lord for a humble ſpirit. Re. 
member Chriſt was humble. 

As for your temptations, and caſtings 
down, —it is no news to hear of a 
tempted Chriſtian, or a dejected ſaint. 
I cannot ſee that any other tempta- 
tion hath taken you than what is com- 
mon to the people of God. Let 
« not Zion ſay, her God hath forſak- 
« en her; her God hath forgotten 
“ her. Can a mother forget her 
« ſucking child?” —You may be in 
the dark a while; but © wait for 
« the Lord, as they that wait for the 
« morning.” — To his everlaſting 
grace and mercy I commend you, 
and remain 


Your faithful friend, 
JohN Magsown. 


LET 
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LE 0 E. R vin. 
. e ee the ſame 


My. dear Friend in our Ab Lord 
2 Fry 
"HE Lox hath ſaid, «1 will ne- 


ver fail you nor forſake qu.“ 
He will not turn away from oing 


© you good; but he will © put his 
“ fear into your inward parts, that 
% you ſhall never depart from him.” 
Having theſe promiſes let us ſtand faſt, 
„ holding faith and a good conſci- 
* ence. Let us allow God to be in- 
finitely wiſer than ourſelves, and main- 
tain honourable thoughts of his Ma- 
jeſty and mercy; for as is his Majeſ- 
ty, ſo is his mercy, Let us bow to his 
ſovereignty, and believe his grace. 
There are crumbs for dogs; gifts for 
rebels; and compaſſions for ſinners. — 
F The 
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"The Lord increaſe our. hope, encou- 
rage our faith, and inflame our loves 
and perfect that which concerns us.!— 
As we have had joint communion 
with our good God on earth, I truſt it 
ſhall be pertetted 1 in glory,—To ever- 
laſting glory is my dear ſiſter Wyatt: 
and my dear brother Peter Holmes 
lately gone. The Lord, who (L truſt) 
had fitted them for himſelf, fit us alſo! 
—0 bleſſed be God, for good hope 
through grace —Pray for me, that I 
may ſtand faſt in the Lord.— With 
mine and my wife's kind reſpect to 
you, and commending you to infinite 
and eternal mercy in Chriſt, I reſt in 
him, 


7 Your faithful and 
A affectionate friend, 


Jon MAsON. 


POSTSCRIPT. 
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1 
| PosTSCR1PT. 
| 
1 | Let not your heart be troubled, 
ye believe in God, Sc. 
| DB « Truſt in the Lord and do 
| | * good. 
x Look unto Jeſus the author and 
| | * finiſher of your faith. 

„ Surely there is an end, and 
| e thine expeclation ſhall not be cut 
=o 


It is but a little while and he that 
« ſhall come will come, and will not 


tarry. 


_ 
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LETTER IX. 
gone; the fume... | 


"My dearly beloved in the Lord, 


| HA v had abundance of 8 
whilſt I have been caring for thy 
precious ſoul, (the Lord is my wit- 
neſs!) and I hope ve ſhall. both re- 
Joice together in the day of Chriſt. 
I received. your letter, and read it 
with a lad heart, finding you were 


troubled. The Lord guide you and 
ſettle you! 


I look upon this as a ſure principle 
—that the worſhip of God muſt agree 
with the word of God. I judge a 


form of prayer lawful, as agreeable to 
the word of God: —The ceremonies 


are no part of God's worſhip; for 
hen they muſt be matter of neceſlity, 


# | 
„4 4 


I which 


* — —— — —— 3 
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| which we hold them not to be—but 


matters of decency and order, as the 
apoſtle ſaith, Let all things be done 
« decently, and in order.” Neither 
ſin nor holineſs is to be put in them; 
but they are of the nature of thoſe 
meats © which (the apoſtle faith) if we 
% eat, we are not the better; if we 
% eat not, we are not the worle.” — 
do not know your particular ſcruples, 
otherwiſe I ſhould be glad to offer 
what ſatisfaction I could. TI only tell 
you ſome part of my thoughts. I 
have much Chriſtran affection for 
thoſe that are otherwiſe minded; in caſe 
they be purely conſcientious, humble, 
and charitable ſouls. — — The Lord 
keep:you through his name !P——1 
am your faithful fricnd that tenderly 
loves your ſoul, | 
JohN Masox. 


L 
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A 


My dearly beloved Friends in Chriſt, 


I Rejoice in God who hath called 

you into the fellowſhip of his Son, 
our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; and into that 
grace, wherein you ſtand, Let us re- 
member that we are, by nature, , chil 
dren of wrath, even as others. We 
might have been caſt into hell long 


ago. Were we not provoking 
ſinners? O how did the Lord call 


upon us, and we regarded him not ? 
But did the Lord ſtand and knock, 
and call till he made us anſwer, 
Speak, Lord, for thy ſervants 
% hear?” Did he give us ears to 
hear? Would he not let us alone, 
till he had won our hearts PO blef- 
led be his name! We might have 
been blaſphemers, perſecutors, haters 


and deſpiſers of that which is good, at 
| A this 
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this day. We' might have counted 
the life of religion madneſs; praying, 
and profeſſing of religion, fancy and 
folly. We might have been left to 


ourſelves; all our hope might have been 


in this life; all our comfort in this world; 


all our confidence in creatures; and 
all our heaven upon earth: Hath the 


Lord cauſed us to know better things ? 
O let us admire his free grace, now 
and for ever! 

My Friends, Conſider how great 
things the Lord hath done for you. 


Call to mind your former experi- 


ences, and live as thoſe whom the Lord 


hath redeemed by his blood. Now 


you muſt look upon yourſelves as the 


Lord Chriſt's, and not your own. Con- 


ſider from what you are called, and to 
what you are called. 


: 


© Would 
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Would you live holy, obſeroe theſe rules. 


1. Live in the eye of God. 2. Ob- 
ferve the example of Chriſt. g. Con- 
fider the fruit and end of things. 
The fruit of ſin is ſhame and ſorrow. 
Sin is a viper in the end: but the fruit 
of righteouſneſs is peace; holineſs i is 
eternal liſe, in che end. 4. Bind the 
commandments upon your hearts. 5. 
Shun the appearances, and the leaſt 


beginnings of ſin. 6. Be frequent 
and fervent in ſecret prayer. 


My friends, Would you live comforta- 
bly, take theſe directions. 


1. Live not ſo much upon the com- 
forts of God, as upon the God of 
comforts. Be afraid of unbelief; that 


is a great ſin. Do not greaten your 
ſins above God's ſaving power. Be. 


heve in the word firmly and conſtant- 
I g ly 
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ly. Truſt perfectly to the grace and 
mercy of God in Chriſt, © I will 
„ truſt in the mercy of God (faith 
% David) for ever and ever,” Pſal. li. 
8. 2. Beware of fin, eſpecially of 
wilful in; That will bring a cloud, 
and make a breach ahne God and 
your ſoul. 3. Do not mind earth- 
ly things.” O take heed of un- 
lawful affections; of an unlawful 
carriage of the heart, about lawful 
things. 4. Examine the ways of 
your heart daily: Search yourſelves. 
„ What ſin have I committed? What 
« duty have I omitted this day ?” 
Every night look back upon the 
thoughts and affetiions, and ſpeeches 
of the day paſt. Confeſs your failings 
over the head of che Scape-Goat. 
This is another neceſſary means to 
keep your peace with God, and to 
walk comfortably before him: And I 


i Ou 
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pray obſerve it. 5. Examine your 
heart farther, and conſider the gract- 
ous actings and workings of God's 
bleſſed Spirit within you; what good 
thoughts, what good deſires, aims, re- 
ſolutions, God hath put into you. 
Conſider what out-goings of your 
heart, after God, there have been; 
what incomes and influences of his 
grace, Daily examine your hearts 
tor theſe things, and give God the 
glory of all the gracious workings of 
his Spirit in your ſoul. 6. If you 
would walk comfortably with God, 
mind not what is forged, but what 1s 
written. Heed not every fancy the 
devil may dart into you, (for then you 
lie at the mercy of your enemy), but 
keep cloſe to the wruten word of 
God. © Thus it is written,” {aid our 
Saviour to Satan the tempter.—80 
much for comfortable walking. 


I 4 
Dear 


— 
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Dear Friends; | Wo uld you walk 
eaceably and charitubly, lake theſe 


rules. 


1. Remember God hath called you 
to Peace. 2. Remember when Chriſt 
was reviled, he reviled not again. 3. 
If others neglect their duty to you, 
yet do not you neglect your duty to 
God, nor to them. Let not another's 

fin cauſe you to ſin: To render rail- 


£5 ing for railing is to return fin for ſin, 


4. You mnt ſhew your love to God, 
whom you have not ſeen, by your love 
to your brother, whom you lee daily, 
Shew your piety by your charity. 5. 
Conſider that an unbridled tongue is 
a ſign of an unſanctified heart. They 
that have not a dram of grace to tame 
their tongues, ſhall one day want a 
drop of water to cool their tongues. 


6. Do good to others. If they do 


not 
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not thank you for it, yet God will 
bleſs you for it. The leſs reward you 
have on earth, the greater ſhall your 
reward be in heaven: As the leſs wa- 
ges the ſervant takes up within his 
year, the more comes in at the year's 
end. 


Dear friends, Would you be conſtant 
in good ways and purpoſes, take theſe 
directions. 


1. Remember you have engaged 
yourſelves to God, and therefore you 
mult keep yourſelves from Idols. You 
have given up your names to God, 
and you muſt give up your hearts to 
God. You have made a covenant 
with God by ſacraments: If Satan or 
the world are ſuiters for your hearts, 
tell them, You are already diſpoſed 
“ of; you are pre- engaged to God; 
„you have choſen your God, and 


I 5. * you: 


— a. 
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you muſt not think of changing 
% him.” 2. Conſider whither would 
you go from Chriſt? Where do you 
think to find fuch another God as your 
God; ſuch another friend as Jeſus 


Chriſt? g. Remember, if it be good 


to draw near to God, it is better to 


draw nearer to him: Still the nearer 


the better. One may ſee an end of 
an earthly perfection; ; but there is no 


end of the perfection of Jeſus Chriſt. 


4. Be downright for God; and you 
ſhall find ſoul-heartening comfort in 
God, that ſhall keep you cloſe to God. 
5. Walk humbly with God; that is the 
way to walk cloſely with God. If a 
Chriſtian is humble, he is a Chriſtian 
indeed: God will not ſuffer ſuch an 
one to be tempted above his ſtrength. 

6. Let not opinions ſwim in your 
heads ; that will make you fall : But 
let the great things of religion ſink 


into 
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into your hearts, and that will make 
you ſtand. Be content, yea, willing 
to ſuffer for Chriſt; who did ſo con- 
tentedly and willingly ſuffer for you. 
And if you ſuffer with him, you ſhall 
be glorified together. 

Now, my dear Friends, the Lord 
be with you all! I beſeech him to 
ſtrengthen, ftabliſh, confirm, and ſet- 


tle you; and preſerve you all to 
his holy and everlaſting kingdom, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. In 


whom I am 
Your faithful friend, 
J. M. 


* * * * X X * * 
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4 to hear of che ſtate of your 

ſoul. O lay hold upon the Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt, by a true and lively 
faith. He is an able, willing, only 
Saviour; the ſoul's reſting - place, 
the ſoul's dwelling-place, the ſouls 
hiding place: O that you may be had 
in him now, that you may be found 
in him at laſt. Sin muſt drive us to- 
him, not from: him. We need him- 
infinitely. We are, like Peter, ſink- 
ing into the waters: Save, Lord; 
« or we peniſh!” Chriſt, or hell, muſt 
be our portion for ever, Chriſt is. 
our only ark, to fave us from periſh- 
ing. Every ſoul will be uncaſed, ere 
it be long; and then it will appear 
whether they ever ſeriouſly applied 


themſelves. 
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themſelves to Chriſt. © There is no 
* condemnation to them that are in 
“ Chriſt Jeſus.” Nothing but con- 
demnation to. them that are out of 
him. Faith makes Chriſt ours. This 
conſiſts in ſelf-denial, and ſelf-reſig- 
nation. We muſt ſee our ſins, ſo far 
as to abhor ourſelves; abhor our- 
ſelves, ſo far as to deny ourſelves; de- 
ny ourſelves, ſo far as to reſign our 
ſelves: up into the ſaving arms of an 
only Saviour. They that do-this, are 
pardoned, ſanctified, ſaved for ever. 

Now let me intreat you to aſk your 
own heart ſome queſtions. 

* 1, Hath fin been laid to my 
« heart? hath it been my greateſt 
burden? 

* 2, Have I confeſſed my particu- 
“ lar fins, and the ſinfulneſs of my 
© nature, with ſorrow ?” | 
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g. Have I been forced to make 
my appeal to Chriſt, knowing that 
V am loſt for ever, unleſs he. freely 
« fave me? Have I cried for a 
« Chriſt, as a condemned man for a 
* pardon ? 

4. Do I believe he is able and 
* willing to ſave me? Do I believe 
that he who ſpread his arms on the 
* crols to die for me, ſpreads this 
“ arms. now in the goſpel, and in 
C6 
64 


heaven, to fave me? Have l plead- 

ed his promiſes? O what a precious 
“ promiſe is that, John vi. 97. Him 
tal cometh unto me 1 z2ll in no 
« wiſe caſt out. 

“ 5. Have I had joy and peace in 
*« believing ? Hath Chriſt, relied on, 
© calmed and quieted my poor trou- 


* bled afflicted ſoul ? 
« 6, Do I love Chriſt more than 


& riches, hcnours, pleaſures? Do I 
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love all his ordmances ? Do I love 
* all his ſaints? 

« 7. Do I hate ſin in itſelf? Do L 
hate every ſin? every falſe way? 

8. Do I unfeignedly, entirely 

* yield up myſelf to the ſervice of 
* my Saviour?“ 

If your heart anſwers to theſe 
queſtions, happy, happy, are you, 
that ever you were born! 

O my Friends, I commend you to- 
Chriſt. The Lord follow you with 
the motions of his Spirit; that you 
may follow him with continual ſup- 
plications in the Spirit! That, of the 
fulneſs of Chriſt, you may receive 
grace for grace. — The peace of 
God, and the God of peace be with 
you. With mine and my ſiſter's love, 
deſiring your prayers, I reſt 


Your affectionate friend in Chriſt, 
Joun Masox, 


L E T- 


ibs Derters the late 


LET T ER XII. 
Water-Stratford. 
My dear Friend. 


1 HE AR the hand of the Lord is 

gone out againſt you; O hear 
the rod, and who hath appointed 
“ it! O turn to him that ſmiteth 
« you!” It hath pleaſed the Lord to 
take away the earth that lay next 
your root: He hath been digging 
about you; pray now that you may 
be fruitful. Now fly from the wrath 
to come, and lay hold on eternal life. 
Now let the buſineſs of your ſoul be the 
buſineſs of your life. Open your 
doors to Chriſt : Invite him to dwell 
among you, by worfhipping him in 
your family; Whilſt your hand is in 
int this 
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this world, let your heart be in hea- 
ven: O lay up for yourſelf a treaſure 
there. What is the world! Seek 
things above. If we be not ſure of 
Chriſt, what are we ſure of? It 
young ones die, how long have we to 
live? O ſtrive to enter in at the 
ſtrait gate. Search and try your 
ways: Conſider in the Lord's fear, 
wherefore he hath thus contended 
with you. Repent of every ſin your 
conſcience ſets before you: | Confels 
ſin, and earneſtly plead the blood of 


Chriſt. Now the Lord hath a con- 
troverſy with you, humble yourſelf 
under his mighty hand. Cry for the 
blood of fprinkling : Never reſt till 
your pardon be ſealed through the 
blood of Chriſt ——Our kind reſpects 


from hence to you and your wife. 


The Lord pity you in your great 


afflictions, 


- 
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affliettons, and every way bleſs 
you. 17 


24h am your loving friend, 


Joux Maso. 


EET TT e WO . -- K.. OR 


* 


LETTER. . 
My reconciled and dear Friend, 


*"HESE are to thank you, for 

your pious and kind letter; and 
to aſſure you of my hearty 1 
to you and yours. For Why? Had 
you been a perfect ſtranger to me, 
if. I had but beard that there was ſuch 
an one as loved. Chriſt in lincerity, 
and earneſtly deſired more commu- 
nion with him, a deeper ſenſe of his 
love, and larger communication. of 


his 
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his graces, I ſhould be very unworthy 

to deny my love and reſpect to ſuch 

a worthy object. But ſince I have 
had the ſpiritual benefit and comfort 
of your acquaintance for divers years 
together, (wherein we took ſweet 


counſel together, and walked to the 
houſe of God as good friends, where 
we were mutually refreſhed with the 
word and bread of liſe, eating of the 
ſame ſpiritual meat, and drinking of 
the ſame ſpiritual drink, and receiving 
ſweet pledges of our eternal commu- 
nion with God), God forbid I ſhould 
be wanting in any office of Chriſtian 
love toward you and yours. Nor do 
I eſteem your jealouſy to be any other 
than the fruit of your abundant dove, 
which is not utterly loſt, though I 
confeſs, with ſhame, I fall ſhort of 
that neceſſary goſpel-duty of brother- 
ly kindneſs, as I do of all others, 


which 
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which I "II God to cover with his 
mercy in Chriſt. The Lord enable 
me to zun with diligence and pati- 
* ence the race which he hath ſet 
before me. God be merciful, to 
Little. Lynford, which is left as ſheeþ 
without, a ſhepherd. But if they © hun- 
« ger and thirſt, after the word of 
9 « righteouſnel; they {hall be filled.“ 
1 hope when J have leiſure and op- 
portunity I ſhall not be wanting to 
them. The Lord comfort their 
hearts. I and my wife remember 


our hearty reſpetts. to you and yours. 


God hath. been infinitely merciful to 


us, and hath given us a daughter 


(now called Martha.) I hope he will 
perfect his mercy towards us. We 
are full of his mercies !—My, prayers 
are for you and yours; whom God 
bleſs, preſerve, and keep. O that 
all his ways. might be. mercy and 


truth 
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truth towards you !'© Caſt not away 
« your confidence, which hath ſo 
« oreat recompenſe of rewatd.” The 
life of ſenſe is a troubleſome, diſ- 
quieting life; for what doth ſenſe diſ- 
cover but vanity and miſery ? But 
the life of faith is a comfortable life. 
For faith makes glorious diſcoveries 
of God and Chriſt, ſaints and angels, 
reſt and peace, and life for ever. 
Nothing troubles you when you are 
Keep where you are well. 


I remain 
Your truly loving friend, 


Joun Mason. 
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bs XIV. 


Dich Friend, 


HOUGH Providence hath ſe- 
parated us, yet 1t refreſheth me 
to think upon you, and that I am 
intereſted in your prayers, as you are 


mm mine. Well, if we are met in Chriſt, 


we ſhall meet upon the bench in the 
great day of aſſize, and before a 
throne of glory in our Father's king- 
dom. In the mean while, our God 
is with us both whilſt we are 
with him. In his preſence is fulneſs 
of joy. It is not ſo much the change 
of place, as the preſence of God, 
which makes heaven. There is hea- 
ven where God {ſhines and manifeſts 
himſelf. When a ſoul can lay, * 
“ would not go to heaven, if it were 
* not to meet God there; and if I 


* ſhould 


/ 
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« ſhould he caſt into the flames of 


hell, I could not find in mine heart 
* to blaſpheme God; the exerciſe of 
ſuch a meditation will mightily 98 
her againſt temptations. 


Many a good ſoul doth not know 


how much ſhe loves God; but when 


ſhe feels that affection ſtirring within 
her. —O then, {he 1s in a new, ſerene, 
comfortable frame! Satan flies, Per- 
«* fect love caſts out fear, Love God, 
and praiſe God, and all is at peace. 
Nay, admit the ſoul hath not got full 
aſſurance of her pardon; yet if ſhe 
ſets down this reſolution—< Let God 
* be glorified whatever becomes ol me. 
Let the angels praiſe him; let the 
* ſaints praiſe him: let the Jews and 
« Gentiles be called in to praiſe him; 
„and if it may pleaſe his Divine Ma- 
jeſty, let my poor unworthy ſoul 
*« pleaſe him, and be a praiſe to his 


grace 
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“grace for ever and ever:” If it can 
ſay this, it muſt be happy with it. 
That muff needs be a happy ſoul that 
breathes forth the praiſes of God, 


alcribes all glory to God, and can 
Jing - 25 


; The glory of my glory ſtill ſhall be, 
Togive all glory and myſelf to thee. 


The Lord put and keep your heart 
in a praiſing frame. O how well doth 
this angelical and evangelical diſpoſi- 


tion befit and become thoſe, who of 


finners are made ſaints ; of enemies, 
children; of ſlaves, heirs; of burn- 
ing brands, ſhining ſtars! When we 
conſider ſeriouſly what we have been, 
and what we might have been, nay, 
what we muſt have been, if infinite 
mercy had not prevented; (as the 
Lord was ſeen m the mount, when 
Iſaac lay bound upon the altar, mercy 

came 
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came in between the knife and the 
facrifice) inſtead of being ſcourged, 
how nobly pardoned and promoted! 
raifed from devils to angels company; 
from the loweſt depth to the greateſt 


height! this (I ſay) if we conſider it, 


is matter of admiration, not of expreſ- 
ſion. If we had as many tongues as 
we have veins or drops of blood, they 
could never utter a thouſandth part 
of the due praiſes of divine grace. 
Let us now magnify the Lord, and 
« exalt his name together.“ O the 
height, and breadth, and depth, and 
lenght, of the Father's love! O the 
infinite and unſearchable riches of free 
grace! O! the tremendous myſtery, 
and invaluable mercy of the incarna- 
tion of the Son of God! O the ſtu- 
pendous humiliation. and condeſcen. 
ſion of eternal glory andomnipotency! 
O the unparalelled love of a dying 
Saviour! O the ſweet heavenly com- 
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munion of the bleſſed Comforter !— 
Lord, what do theſe things mean? — 


Lord, what are wer or what is our 


father's houſe, that thou haſt brought 
us hitherto! That thou ſhouldeſt make 
thyſelf glorious in our glory, who had 
made ourſelves vile in diſhonouring 
thy name?—O, let us give him our 
whole fouls, who hath redeemed them 
by his blood! For it is fit he ſhould 
have the utmoſt of ſo dear a purchaſe. 
Farewell, my deareſt friend in the 
Lord, in whom I am 


Your true friend, 


Stanton, Oct. 19. Jonx Masox. 
1672. 


P IT, Rare” . , n 
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L.E;TI TEN. 


My dear Friend, 


T HOUGH we be parted on 
earth, I hope we ſhall meet in 


heaven; though our work ſhould not 
lie together in the Lord's vineyard, 
yet I hope we ſhall ſup together with 
Chriſt; though we do not ſojourn 
together, yet I hope we ſhall dwell 
together to all eternity; if we ſhould 
never feaſt together any more upon 
the word and ſacraments, yet I hope 
we {hall eat that © bread and drink 
that wine which is for ever new in 
* our Father's kingdom.” Be of good 
comfort, Szſter; it is but yet a very 
little while, and he that ſhall come, 
will come, and will not tarry. We 
ſhall be welcome at home however it 
fares with us in our journey. Re- 
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member the apoſtle Paul had no certain 


dwelling- place; nay, our bleſſed Sa- 


viour had not © where to lay his head.” 
We may be poured from veſſel to vel- 
ſel, and toſſed to and fro upon this 
ocean; it will not be long, I hope, ere 
we be fixed in our harbour. My 
prayers are and ſhall be for thee, that 
God would diſpoſe of thee to his own 


glory and thy comfort. © Let not thy 


& heart be troubled, thou believeſt in 
« God. &c.“ I ſaw your mother yel- 
terday, and ſhe was in good health, 
as we all are here, bleſſed be the Lord. 


I ſhould be glad to hear of your wel- 
fare. I reſt 


Your friend in Chriſt, 
Stanton, Dec. g. Jonx MasoN. 
1073. 


LET 
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EET 1 K 


My dear Friend in Chriſt, 
PHE Providence of the Lord ex- 
tends itſelf to every thing; but 
there is a ſpecial providence over the 
children of God, 1 Tim. iv. 10. The 
providences of God to the children of 
God are purch:/ed providences, ſuncti- 
fed providences, ſou! providences « 
They are ordinances to them, inſtru- 
ments of good to their ſouls. Again, 
the providence of God to his children 
are promiſes fulfilled, Plal. xxv. 10. 
Again, the providences of God to his 
children are the fruits and anſwers of 
| prayer. Again, the providences of 
the Lord ſteer the children of God 
heaven-wards. Again, the provi- 
dences of God combine and join their 
forces for the good of every ſincere, 
fingle-hearted believer, Rom. viu. 28. 
| K 3 My 
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My Friend, this, I truſt, is your hap- 


pineſs, that you are under the eye, 
and conduct, and tuition of a fatherly 
and ſpecial providence. Let us an- 
Iwer the call of providence; which is, 
to watch, pray, and believe; and 
let us expect good things from a good 
God, andgreat things from a great 
God, through our faithful and dear 
Mediator, who ever lives to make 
* interceſſion for us. I ſuppoſe you 
may have heard, that our friend Mary 
Tompins is gone to her eternal reſt : 
She died triumphantly. O! (ſaid 
* ſhe upon her death bed) What 
things have I ſeen?” Ann Kempaſk- 
« ed her, © Hath the Lord given you 
a glimpſe of heaven?” “ I can- 
not tell (ſaid Mary) whether it be 
* heaven or not; but joys, joys, ſuch 
© things as never mortal eye beheld! 


* I have fought the good hght.'— 
And fo ſhe went on in heavenly ex- 


66 
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preſſions. O! what cauſe have we to 
bleſs the Lord, that ſhe was afflicted 
and toſſed with ſo many temptations 
in her life-time, found joy and comfort 
in a dying hour! The Lord was near- 
eſt to her when ſhe needed him moſt. 
My wife remains as formerly; I hope 
(through the goodneſs of God) not 
worſe. I deſire the continuance of 
your prayers for us. 'The Lord be 
with your ſpirit. No more, but our 
love. In haſte, I reſt 


Your affectionate faithful 
friend in Chriſt, 
IJ. M. 


K 4 L 
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L E PTPR NVE 
Dean Friend, 


"THOUGH I am but a weak inter- 


Preter of the ſcriptures, and 
eſpecially of thoſe hard places which 
are liable to ſo many different tranſla- 
tions and expolitions, as that is Plal. 
xi. g. yet that I may not be thought 
to {light your requeſt, whoſe profit I 
am bound to ſeek, I will tell you what 
ſeems to me to be the true ſenſe of that 
text, Not that David here doubted 
of God's word as if it were not a ſuf- 
ficient foundation for him to build 
upon; (for in this pſalm we find him 
very much believing, and confident in 
his God, from the beginning to the 
end:) I think rather, this was part of 
the ſpeech of his carnal counſellors, 
who had bid him “ fly as a bird to his 
„ mountain,” in the firſt verſe; and 


| they 


Y ö * * 
ne n e 


2 


Rev. My John Maſon. 201 


they gave this Treaſon for it in the ſe- 
cond verſe, For lo, (ſay they) the 
e wicked bend their bow,” &c. But he 


ſcorns their carnal counſel in that word, 


In the Lord put I my truſt.” But 
they continue their ſpeech in the third 
verſe: If the foundations be deſtroy- 
„ed, what can the righteous do?“ 
As if they had ſaid, The foreſts, 
* mountams, and caves, are your 
* ſtrongeſt holds. keep to thoſe foun- 
* dations; hold you there, or you 
* vill periſh, though your cauſe be 
«© never ſo righteous.” Holy David 
diſdains their carnal advice, as you 
may read in the next verſe. © There 
js a God in heaven that takes notice 
* how things are carried in the world; 
© that will favour the righteous 
(though he try them for a while ;) 
«© but he will utterly deſtroy the wick- 
„ ed and ſhew them no mercy.” 
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Whieh is 8 meaning of the fourth 
verſe, and of thoſe that follow, to the 
end of the pſalm. And chis is the moſt 
natural ſenſe, which upon ſerious con- 
ſideration, I can fix upon this portion 
of ſcripture. Not but that I am wil- 
ling to be informed by any one, of a 
better interpretation. My dear Friend, 


It pities me to read your complaints. 
The good Lord (if it be his heavenly 


will) reſtore you the joy of his ſalva- 


tion. Self-abaſing, and conſtant wait- 


ing upon God in his own bleſſed ways, 
are approved means to. recover loſt 
comfort. My prayers are, and. ſhall 
be for you. With mine and my wife's 
hearty love to you, and all our Chriſ- 


tian friends with you, or near you, I 


reſt © 


Your aſſured friend, 


Water-Stratford, Joan Masox. 
Aug. 10. * 
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M y W Friend, 


O H RIS T be your foul's com- 
fort l— Though he hath taken 
away your huſband, the deſire of 
your eyes, with a ſtroke,” he hath 
promiſed, that his loving-kindneſs 
he will not take away.” The world 
is full of changes, but our God is 
unchangeable. Common mercies are 
ſweet mercies, but covenant-mercies 
are ſure mercies. Chriſt is faithful: 
He ever lives; and (faith he). © becaule: 
“I hve ye ſhall hve alſo.” | 
The Lordſupportand comfort your 
heart under this heavy hand of his 
which he hath laid upon you. O! 
that it may bring your ſoul nearer to 
God, and to. Jeſus Chriſt. O! that: 
that providence which hath wrought 
death in your huſband, may work liſe 
K 6 in 
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in your heart. Hate ſin; overcome 


the world; love Chriſt; mind hea- 


ven and heavenly things, my dear 


Chriſti ian friend. 


I have great * that your foul is 
late, however it may pleaſe the Lord 
in his wiſdom to deal with your body 
and family. Submit yourſelf cheer- 
fully to his will and pleaſure ; and ſay, 
“Lord, here Lam, here is my family 
* do.with\me. what ſhall ſeem good 


6 thine eyes. — The Lord be gr acious | 


to you. The Lord be gracious to 


Haverſham. The Lord awaken the 


hearts of the people. O chat they 
might repent quickly ! becauſe wrath 
s gone out from the Lord. The Lord 

ſtay his hand if it be his will. The 
Lord Jeſus ſtand between the living 


and the dead. The Lord bleſs — 


word and rod to yourſelf and others. 
The Lord dwell, and rule, and walk 


in 
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in the midſt of you. O keep cloſe to 
God! he will never fail P's nor for- 


fake you. © 
My prayers are for you. MV kind 


reſpetts to yourlelf, and all our Chril- 


tian friends. My wife ſends her love 


to you. The Lord be with em 
ſpirit.— I remain we 


Your loving friend in the 1 


Stratford, Joux Mas0x. 
Sept. 25. Rk 
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LETTER HEX: 


M ſy dear Chriſtian Friend, and hearti- 
ly beloved m our Lord Jefus Chriſt, 


W HAT a good God have wel 


that remembers us in our low 


eſtate, thinks upon us when we are- 


poor and ncedy, and is neareſt to us 
when 


28 Tauters f lie le 


when: weneed him moſt! He is a ſun 
to comfort us, a ſhield to protect us; 
he gives us grace, he gives us glory, 
he gives us himſelf. O what a good 
God have we; Why hath he choſen 
us! We did not chooſe him, but he 
hath choſen us. He hath loved us firſt, 
and hath loved us freely. Behold 
* what manner of love the Father hath 
* beſtowed upon us, that we ſhould 
* be called the children of God!” Is 
not his love ſweeter than wine ? Is it 
not better than life? Does it not 
ſweeten a ſick-bed? Does it not 
ſweeten the thoughts of Death? When 


the love of God is ſhed abroad in the 


heart, then the bleſſed ſoul cries, 
Welcome death, welcome judgment, 


e welcome eternity: Come, ſweet Lord 


« * Jeſus, come quickly.” 
I rejoice to hear of your recovery, 


And I rejoice in the thoughts of that 


comfortable 


— 
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comfortable entertainment your Sa- 
viour gave you in the time of your 
ſickneſs. When the apoſtle Peter was 
upon the water, he ſaid, Lord, bid 
me come to thee.” And ſo many of 
Chriſt's friends have deſired. him to 
call them. And did you run to em- 
brace Chriſt? Did you rejoice in the 
thoughts of his coming? and long 
* to- depart, that you might be with 
him,“ which is beſt of all? O!] Bleſ- 
ſed be God for the ſavour of his ſweet 
ointments, which drew out your ſoul 
after him. Bleſſed be God for his 
Almighty ſpirit, which made you ſo 
eagerly and. joyfully deſirous of the 
coming of Jeſus Chriſt. But now you 
muſt wait for Chriſt, as the people by 
the ſea-ſide, Luke viii. 40. He will 
certainly come. He ſaith, © Behold 
J come quickly.” It is but yet“ a 
& little while, and he that ſhall come, 
* will come, and will not tarry.” You 

muſt 


/ 
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mult wait for him, and watch for him. 
Trim your lamp, that when you hear 
the joyful ſound, Behold your bride- 
groom cometh,” you may be ready ; 
and the bride-chamber door may ſtand 
open for you. A good martyr in 
Scotland, going to ſuffer for Chriſt, 


ſaid to his wife, I will not bid you 


* good night, for we ſhall meet at ſup- 
« per.” It is not long ere all God's 
people ſhall be gathered together to- 
him, and ſhall be for ever with him. 


Remember my kind love to all my 
dear friends with you, and near you, 


as duly as if I named them one by one. 
Mine and my wife's love to you. Let 
us continueto pray for one another. 

The Lord be with your ſpirit. I re- 
main 


Your aſſured friend in the Lans. 


Water-Stratford, Jon Masox. 


March 8. 1676. 
LE T- 
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LETTER. XX. 


Dear Friend, 


THANK you for your letter, 
am glad to hear you are ſo well 
ſettled; but eſpecially of the good 
frame of your mind, which God pre- 
ſerve for his glory. I deſire you may 
ſtill cheriſh thoughts of your own 
mortality. All our meditations and 
preparations are little enough to fit 
us for a dying hour. Hold faſt what 
you have received; make much of your 
experiences. Doth not experience 
tell you, That the worlt of the ways 
© of God, are better than the belt of the 

„ ways of Sin?“ When you ee the 


abundance and glory of che world, pray 


for the light of Gods countenance. 


4 When 
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When the | ſoul ſaith, The Lord is 
* my portion,” it is ſatisfied; whilſt 
others, who have their portion in this: 

world, remain unſatisfied. 
| Watch over your heart, and tongue, 
and life. Watch againſt fin; watch 
unto duty; watch for the coming 
of Chriſt. Seek the Lord, ſeek. 
* his ſtrength, feek his face ever- 
more.“ Be not weary of well-do- 
ing, and waiting upon God. Re- 
member what you hear, what you 
read, what you pray for; and live 
accordingly. The God of Nabe be 

with you. | 

My wife and I ſend our nlatey bee 
to you and your brothers, and my 
couſin Betty. We are in good health 
at preſent, bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. I hope your brothers profit 
in learning. The Lord give every 
one of them a portion of grace. Com- 
mending you to the protection, direc- 


tion, 


* 
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tion, and comforts of the bleſſed God, 
I reſt 
Your truly loving friend, 


Mater- Stratford, Joux Mags. 
Feb. 23. 1676. 


$444444-444: e 
nt 11 T E R XXI. 
Dear Friend, 
1 RECEIVED yours, and ſhould be 


glad to hear where and in what 
condition you now are. Want of 


jealouſy and zeal for the great name 
of God deſerves to be complained of 
I am glad it is your burden; never- 
the leſs I would not have you to be diſ- 
couraged. It is a ſound concluſion 
of divines, © That a Chriſtian may be 
* more ſenſibly affected with outward 


“ things, which touch the lenſes, than 


« with ſpiritual things ; and yet have 
* a more 


— - — —— — <O—_-————_ 1 — — — _ 9 — — — — 
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* a more inward, deep, and hearty, 
concern for ſpirituals.” He may 
have a more radicated love to God, 
than to any earthly things ; he may 
have a more judicious hatred of fin 

than of any plague; he may have a 
more ſolid, profound grief for diſho- 
nour of God, than for an injury done 
to his earthly relations; albeit, he 
may be under more vehement paſſi- 
ons, and he may ſhed more tears for 
wrongs. done to his friends, or for 


plagues inflicted upon his body, than 
he doth for ſpiritual evils. Beſides, I 


am glad Almighty God bath fo far 


enlightened your mind, to ſee fo 


much of the evil of fin, as to be 


diſpleaſed with. yourſelf for being no 


more diſpleaſed at it. It is ſome ar- 
gument of ſoftneſs, when the ſtone 


grates upon the fleſh, and makes it 


bleed. To be ſerfible of hardneſs 


argues that bardneſs doth not prevail. 
| God. 
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6 | God go on with his work in your 
heart, and make all graces abound in 
you. Wait continually upon your 
God. Seek the Lord, ſeek his 

| © ſtrength, ſeek his face evermore. 
| © Above all gettings, get wiſdom 3 
„get underſtanding; forget it not.“ 

Let me know how eit is with 

you; and whether you have lighted 

into good company. With our loves, 

I reſt 


Your loving friend, 


Water-Str atford, Joun Mason. 
Apr. 26. 1677. 
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EX Fre Kun. 


Honeſt and dear Friend, 


OD A'mighty bleſs you, and 
keep you, and make his face to 
ſhine upon you, and give you peace : 
The Lord lift up the “light of his 
** countenance” upon you, and en- 
courage you beyond all diſcourage- 
ments. 

I rejoice to hear of your care to 
keep ſabbaths; and your willingneſs 
rather to ſuffer for keeping them, than 
to fin in breaking them. Undoubtedly 
it is better to ſuffer the greateſt ſuffer- 
ing than to fin the leaſt ſin. If we 


keep ſabbaths holy, ſabbaths will 


“ keep: us holy.“ Be much in pray- 
er. Be always watching againſt ſin- 
over your heart, unto duty and for 

the 
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the coming of the Lord. Be always 
in your carthly calling, or in your 
heavenly calling, or in ſome way that 
may fit you for thele callings. Be 
heartily content with that condition 
that divine providence, or your good 
parents, ſhall call you to. Adorn 
every ſtate by religion, and adorn 
religion in every ſtate.“ Labour 
in all things to pleaſe God, that, 
through you, God's name may be ho- 
noured, and his ways the better 
thought of. 

I am glad to hear of your willing- 
neſs to depart out of this world. The 
rule is, Vitam in patientia, mortem in 
deſiderio habendum eſt. © We muſt 
„ be content to live, willing to die.” 
I pray God to uſe you whilſt you live, 
and not to refuſe you when you come 
to die. T hope you will live to glorify 
him on earth. I beſeech God to 
preſerve your body and ſpirit, 


Tis 
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-*Tis: Saturday, and my work is 
upon me, which makes me take my 
leave of you ſooner than elſe I ſhould 
do. I ſhould be glad to hear from 

you. God be with your ſpirit, 
L reſt | xy By 


Yours in Chriſtian affection, 
Water-Stratford, | Jonx "MASON, 
March 17. 1676. ** 
FF 

„e 


My dear Friend, 


F HE Lord love you, and bleſs 
you, and keep you, and make 
his face to ſhine upon you. Tbeſeech 
him to ſtabliſh your heart with grace, 
and preſerve you harmleſs and blame- 

leſs 
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| teſs unto the coming of - Chriſt. 

| Cleave unto God with full purpoſe 
of heart. Be aſſured that the world 
is vanity, fin is folly, Chriſt is all 
in all. Live upon God by faith, 
live unto him by obedience. *©* Wateh 
© and pray that you enter not into 
i temptation.” Cheriſh good motions, 
quench bad. Honour God by a faith- 
ful difcharge of duties, perſonal and 
relative. Be aſſured your labour is 
% not in vain in the Lord. Caſt not 
% away your confidence, which hath 
great recompenſe of reward.” 

I was laſt week at Murſ/ley to ſee 
your mother, who was ill; but re- 
moving to Great Bricihull ſhe found 
herſelf better. I hope God will re- 
ſtore her to you all, for his glory and 
your comfort. We are all at preſent 
in good health, through God's good- 
nen 
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My wife and Mrs HV. and all your 
e ſend their ſeveral, reſ Sala to 
you! and ſo doth | 


Your ſincere friend, 


Water Stratford, JohN MAso. 
May 17. 1677. c 
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* dear Friend, 


1 AM glad to hear of your Ma Py 
ency in the good ways of God. 
The further you walk in them, the 
fweeter you will find them, and the 
better you will like them; and there- 
fore I beſeech you, for God's ſake, 
« and for the Lord Jeſus Chriſt's ſake, 


© not to hearken to the world, the 
« jleſh 
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«fleſh; or the devil, for they would 
e take you off from the pure and 
% pleaſant ways of God.” Bleſſed is 
he that watcheth, and happy is the 
man that feareth always. - Com- 
mune with your own heart; con- 
fider your latter end. Look . at 
things eternal.“ What is the world 
to the ſoul? The judge is be 
fore the door. Pray continually, 
Own the ſubſtantials of religion.—I 
told you my mind before we; parted 
in the cellar-chamber; and my pray- 
ers are for you by name. Heart- 
* work is better than head-work. It 
is a better temper to be fervent in 
charity, than in diſputes.” Own 
the image of Chriſt, wherever you 
ſee it; and beg wiſdom of God, who 
will give it you liberally. Judge 
* others with a judgment of charity, 
* (as the apoſtle Paul doth); but 


L 2 “ judge 


| $99 "Lt y the "ate" © 
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judge yourſelf, with a, judgment. of 


* verity and ſeverity.” Spare not a 
corruption. Slack not a duty: Be 
always © abounding in the work of 
„ 107 oy AH | 
My" ee I received your 
Kind ſympathizing letter, and thank 
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Dear Friend, 


THANK you for your letter. 

God hath bleſſed me with a fon ; 
and. we. are all in good health,, God 
be praiſed. My brother Wyat: Was 
ſuddenly taken away, and. my fiſter is 
left a poor forrowſful widow. See the. 
courſe and faſhion of the world; firſt, 
the birth of a ſon, then the death of a 
brother. God never changes, never 
dies, Happy are they that haye God 
for their God! they are ſure of ſome-. 
thing, or rather of all. If a man 
* had the whole world, he were ſure 


* of nothing. There is nothing like 


cloſe communion with God. Watch- 
ing and praying, and peace with 
God, makes a man's hfe comfortable 
in deſpite of all the rage and fury of 
earth or hell. Follow on to know 

T4 L 3 God, 
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God, and you ſhall know him more. 
The Lord-Atabliſh. your heart with 
| grace, and give you a further experi- 
| ence and hking of his good ways.— 
It would be much to my ſatis faction to 


| hear of your proficiency in.a/Chr 3 
| Way, and that your ſoul proſpers.  O 

0 that I may rejoice in the day of Chriſt 
l upon your account! That I haye not 
run in Vain, nor laboured in vain.— 
ö 1 wiſh you a good ſettlement, and 
| under, a good. maſter. | God's holy 
1 and wiſe providence take the « care of 
If you, that you, may be diſpoſed of to 
{ Your. eternal good. Mine, and my 
| wifes, and Mrs. s love to You- 
| Your brothers ſend their due e 
if 

[ FOO beste aſſed friend, 

1 

Watch: Stratford, - Jo) HN Masox. 
Il 1 10. 1790 eine 
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LETTER NN 


. 5 


THANK you for your letter. I 


L acneſtly defire your proficiency 
and comfort in the good ways of God. 
A Chriſtian muſt be humbled,” but ne- 


ver d ſcouraged. The firſt is a duty; 


the ſecond is a ſin. Though the bare 
talking of the lips tends only to penury, 


yet talking of God, and of the things 
of God, from the heart, is part of the 


Chriſtian practice, eſpecially among 


thoſe that are endued with a ſenſe of 
religion. Our words muſt be ſa- 
© youry, ſeaſoned with ſalt ; tending to 
* edification; and ſuch as may. miniſ- 
* ter grace to the hearers.” 


1 commend: to you ſecret duties, 
* A chnſtan is what he is between 
« God and his own foul.” Go to 


L 4 God 
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God for God; go not. from God 
without God: 15 his face inChriſt. 
Endeayour for a ſenſe of his favour, 
and the ſupply of his Spirit. Vou 
have the bleſſed and moſt worthy 
name ol. Chriſt t to ſpeed your requeſts; . 
therefore let nothing he upon your 
heart | to trouble you. It is not only 
a ; Tuffering but a fin, to let any thing 
lie upon your heart to trouble us, 
when. we have a God that bids - us 
4 call all our care upon him. God 
will deal familiarly with ou; he 
Will be all things to you, i 15 you de- 
pend upon him. If your ſpirit flags 
or faints, ſearch the cauſe of this un- 
W and averſeneſs, and con- 


TY 


clude, it is not well with you, till vou 
have, recovered a cheerful obedient 


frame of heart, that you can ſay from 
your foul, Lord, Whom have I in 
& heaven but thee? Whom have 
56 I. in earth but thee: 45 8 
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Two things reſolve upon by the 


Hike! of God, viz. © To judge your- 


<F4If; and to judge nobody elſe.” God 


requires theſe two things, To be 


« ſevere towards yourſelf, and cha- 
10 ritable towards others.“ This will 
bring you comfort. Attend to the 
vitals and effentials of religion: they 
will nouriſh the life and power of god- 


linels in your heart. 
Three things make a Chriſtian, 


viz. © 'Repentance towards God; 


„ faith in our Lord Jeſus Chriſt; 
and ſincere and univerſal obedi- 


«-ence,” Mind theſe three things, 


and the God of peace ſhall be with 


you—Affure yourſelf, * There is 


< ſach a thing as religion in the world, 
though ſome deride it, and others 
« falſely pretend to it. There is ſuch 
a thing as communton with God 
Seek comfort in God through Chriſt; 


5 there 1 it is to be found. Reſt not till 


L 5 you 
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yau have found it, and then your foul 
will ſay, This is that I would have; 
this ſatisfies and refreſhes.” If a 
man hath his cheſt full of treaſure, 
what cares he though he be called a 


poor man? he hugs himſelf, and ſaith, 


Populus une fibilat, at mihi laudo. So 


if a man be judged a hypocrite, it 
matters not, ſo long as he hath the 


evidence of his ſincerity in his boſom; 


a — within that he hath pleal⸗ 
ted God. In a great houſe there are 
grooms 5 ſcullions, yet we ſay, It 


< 1s not their houſe,” it is ſuch a no- 


bleman s houſe, he owns it; ſo there is 
nat a Chriſtian 1 in the world but hath 


vile flaves lodging within him, but 


Chriſt is Lord of the houſe.” Cor- 


ruption rebels, but grace reigns. There 
are two houſes, two parties, Chriſt's 
ſide and the devil's; and a conflict 
between them. III it were not ſo, if it 

5 were 
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were not for this inward conflict, 
earth would be heaven: for outward 
oppoſition would be nothing, if it 
were not for this inward corruption. 


Well, but Quod non placet, id non 


nocet. © If fin be our grief and ha- 
4 tred, it ſhall not be our ruin.“ 


Chriſt's fide ſhalt prevail. 


- I commend you, My dear friend, 


to the grace of God, which is able to 
illuminate your mind, to govern your 


fpirit, and to preſerve you to his 


everlaſting kingdom. I reſt 
| Your ſincere friend, 


Water-Stratford, Joun Masox. 
Dec. 15. 1677. a 
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"th ly endeared Hd, 


Ti the duty. of every true Chri- 
4 g. tian to give God the glory of his 
grace. We can never bleſs God 
1 enough for his patience, that hath 
* kept us ſo long out of hell; nor for 
his mercy, that ſo earneſtly invites us 
* to, heaven.” Is it nothing, that the 
Lordi is continually following us with 
terms of peace, and tenders of mercy, 
and beleeching us to be reconciled ? 
Say not in your heart, I have 

„nothing of Chriſt in me,” becauſe you 
have not attained to ſuch perfection 
and aſſurances as you deſire. It was 
the ſaying of a good Chriſtian, © I 
« bleſs God for a good thought.” Bleſs 
God for any token of his love; any 
* of his ipirit. Thou canſt not 

ſay, 


/ 
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fay, © Thy ſins are forgiven thee;” but 
canſt thou not ſay, © They are con- 
feſs d; they are confeſs d over the 
head of the Scape · goat? Doſt thou 
heartily confeſs thy ſins unto God, 

with all their aggravations 2 O! it is 
a great mercy.— Thou canſt not ſay, 


4 Thou haſt an intereſt in Chriſt;“ 
but hath not Chriſt an mtereſt in thee ? 
Hath he not won thme heart and af- 
fections? O! it is a great mercy.— 


Thou fayeſt poſſibly, © I am not wor- 


* thy to be called a child of God. 
But doth not God receive and treat 
thee as a Father ? The prodigal (Luke 
xv.) acknowledged, He was not 
6 worthy to be called a ſon ; ” but yet 
his father received him. Again, i it 
may be * Thou complaineſt of ſin;“ 
but 1s it with thee as it was formerly ? ? 
Shouldſt thou not bleſs God for lome 
amendment: ? If a fick man be, any 
1 thing 


os 
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thing better in his health (thou gh he 
ſtill be very bad, yet) he will tell his 
friends, He is ſomewhat better than 
„he was; and he bleſſes God for 4 
Beſides, though fin dwells in thee, 
perhaps, it is the grief of thy a: 
Thou art its captive, not its convert. 
As ſin is againſt thy ſoul, ſo is not thy 
ſoul againſt ſin ? If it be thy gyie,, it 
{hall not be thy ruin. 

Again, it may be Thine heart 1 is 
© troubled in an hour of temptation ; 
but haſt thou not ſometimes enjoy'd 
ſweet peace with God? Were not 
thine. earthly delights. vain? Canſt 
thou not ſay now, O quam ſuave eſt 
iſtis ſuauitatibus carere? One quar- 
*ter of an hour's communion with 
« God is worth all the delights in the 
« world?” Canſt thou not call to 
mind ſome of God's former loving- 
kindneſſes? Haſt thou not ſometimes 
talted and ſeen how good the Lord 


18 ? 
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world ? 
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is What a mercy is that Again, 
Thou art not aſſured of heaven, and 


thou wanteſt an aſſurance thereof.” 
But thou haſt ſuch hopes of hea- 
ven as thou wouldſt not exchange for 


all the kingdoms of the world; and 


fhouldſt thou not bleſs God ak that, 
which is more to thee than all the 
Again, Thou ſinneſt 
* through miſtake or paſſion But 
canſt thou find in thine heart to fin 
againſt God? He chat is born of 
God cannot fin; that is, He can- 
© not find in his heart to ſin, becauſe 
he is born of God, —Again, it may be 
Thou complaineſt of a dead heart.” 

But is there not ſome life in thee? 
Deadneſs ſtands: in oppoſition to live- 
lineſs as well as life. If thou art dead, 
that is, not lively, yet blels God 
that thou art not quite © dead in treſ- 
« paſſes and fins. Again, it may be 


6 Thou 
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* Thou complaineſt. ofa hard heart.” 
But thy heart is not ſo hard, but it 
feels its hardneſs, Did Pharaoh com- 
plain of the plague of a hard heart ? 
he felt it not; he vas all ſtone. But 
if thy heart feels its hardneſs, it is a 
fipn there is ſomething of fleſh. Bleſs 
God for that covenant-mercy © a heart 
of fleſh.” Again, it may be © The 
Lord tarrieth or hideth himſelf from 
<« thee.” But art thou not willing to 
wait upon him, and to wait for him? 
Doſt thou wait under his table for 
crumbs Doſt thou wait at his gate 
for mercy ? Well, The Lord is good. 
to them that wait for him,” Lain. iii. 
25.— Again, it may be thou com- 
plaineſt Thou art often out of frame, 
* or of an une ven temper; fometimes 
praying, ſometimes ſinning, Oc.“ 
But though chou art not always the 
ſame, yet God is, and Jeſus Chriſt is: 
and therefore it is that we are not 
* conſumed.” 
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conſumed. Again, it may be thou 
thinkeſt Thou ſhalt never be able to 


«ſuffer for Chriſt; thy weak nature 


© ſhrinks and trembles at the thou ghts 


* of it; thou art afraid thou ſhalt ra- 
* ther A thy Saviour, than thy 


name, thy liberty, or thy life.“ It 
is true, if thou ſhouldſt be left to thy- 


ſelf, it would be ſo; but God is 
“faithful, and he will not fuffer thee 
to be tempted above what thou art 
« able to bear.“ He will not ſend 
thee into a wood to fell an oak with a 
penknifſe. When he calls thee to the 
work thou never didſt, he will give 


thee the ſtrength thou never hadſt. 


en it may be, Thou feareſt 


thou ſhalt fall away, and ſhalt never 


hold out to the end.” But doth not 
this fear of thine rather ſecure thee 


than betray thee ? Does it not quicken 
thee to duty, to watch and pray, Sc. ? 


— (Q — <a aqaL — 
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Ft is a "mercy if it be ſuch”; a fear and 
trembling as thou art © working out thy 
« ſalvation by. ” But © Wherefore 
* Joſt thou doubt ?” Hath God ever 


failed thee at thy need? When the 
diſciples began to be concerned about 
2 ſaith our Saviour, Do you 

not remember how many baſkets full 
«ye took up at ſuch a time? and 
* how many at ſuch a time? Are 
your hearts ſtill hardened?” So ſay 


I, Remember how God hath comfort- 
ed you at ſuch a time, or ſuch a time, 


and © be not faithleſs, but believe.” — 
The Lord inſpire your heart with cou- 
rage and comfort, that you may per- 
fevere in his good ways unto the end. 
The Lord be your keeper, your guide, 
7. our portion for ever. 

— 4 ſhall be glad to hear how it fares 
with you. I hope we are not unmind- 
ful of one another, thou gh there had 
= | | | been 


i 

Red. Mr. John Maſon. 235 = 

been an interruption of epiſtolary con- | 
verſe, I ſuppoſe, you might not re- | 
ceive my laſt letter. With mine, my | 
wife's, Mrs. s, your brother's, and | 


Martha's . hearty loves and reſpects, | 
| 


and all good wiſhes, I reſt 

Your affectionate friend, | 
| 1 
Water-Stratfords, JohN MàAsox. | | 
Apr. 16. 1678. LF IIZ. 
e | 
wand 7 U. | 


LETTER AA 
My dear Friend, 
T HOUGH my time be ſhort, 


yet I could not omit to let you 
know what a refreſhing it was to my 
ſpixit to receive ſo good a letter from 


you. The Lord carry on his work 
effectually 


36 Laier o the lle 


cfleQually, in your heart. If thou haſt 
grace, thou haſt, a great charge about 
thee : Satan and his inſtruments will 
endeavour to rob thee of it, but they 
ſhall not prevail. Our life is hid 
« with Chriſt in God: and when 
« Chriſt who. is our life ſhall appear, 
%, ſhall appear with him in glory.“ 
Only, let us watch and pray, that we 
14 do not enter into temptation.” En- 
courage yourſelf in Chriſt, and God's 
gracious promiſes; as I find you do, 


blefled be God. Keep cloſe. to God. 
Stand in awe of your own conſcience. 
Pray conſtantly and fervently. Wait 
upon God continually. Abhor the 
appearance of evil, my farthful and 
dear friend —The Lord keep you 
through his name, and command his 
loving kindneſs towards you. The 


Lord enlarge the hand of his bounty 


towards you. 0 Lord fulfil the 
good 


Rev. Mr. John Maſon. 237 


good pleaſure of his goodneſs towards 
you, and the work of faith with 
% power.” I hope we ſhall meet on 
earth; if not on earth, I hope in hea- 
ven, through the riches of free grace. | 
Grace be with your ſpirit. 

Take this as ſnatched from my 7 
urgent occaſions; and be affured of 
che hearty affections and prayers” 
of | 


2 —_ ta * 
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Your loving friend, 


Water-Stratford, Jonun Masox. | 
Dec. 8. 1678. 
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er ee KAIX, 


| e MN affectionate and dear Friend, 


1.9.5 15 oblige us by your good and 
kind letters, and the news you 
fend us. 1 hope y ou. have that ſpe⸗ 


cial gift of God, Fail. Now is a 


time to exerciſe it. Now God's wrath 


ſeems to be kindled a little againſt the 
nation, © Bleſſed are all thoſe that 


put their truſt in him.” 
O let us lay up for ourſelves a trea- 
ſure in heaven! O that we were wile 


to make proviſion for our ſouls, whilſt 
ve enjoy our hives! That when our 
lives ſhall be loſt our fouls may be 
ſafe, and that for ever. What a mer- 
cy is it that we have a God to go to? 


and the name of Chriſt to go to him 
in? Anlichiſt is cruel, but Chri/t is 


merciful 
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merciful. Let our ſouls fall into the 


arms of Chriſt, though our lives ſhould 
fall into the hands of Anticſu . O 


that © our ſpirits may be ſaved in the 


day of the Lord Jeſus!” and that 


we may meet at laſt in heaven !—O! 
pray, pray that he would bleſs, guide, 
prelerve, and keep you and me, us 
and ours, by the Holy Ghoſt, that 
we may never fail; but © be faithful 


4 unto death, that we may receive a 


- * crown of life.“ 

The Lord manifeſt himſelf unto 
you in the riches of his love; and 
bleſs you abundantly with all heaven- 


ly favours! Be encouraged to perſe- 


vere in well-doing, for “ you ſhall 
« reap if you faint not.” O let us 


live by faith till we {hall hve by 


fight. Let us walk with God till he 


ſhall take us —Mine and my wifes 
love to you. Pray for her and me. 


TY 


* 
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The Lord watch over your fpirit ; 
and charge his providence with you, 
and command all things to work 
together for your good. I remain 


Your faithful l 
Hater. Stratford, Joux Mason. 
Mar. 31. 1679. 
rere 
LETTER. XXX. 


My dear Friend, 


1 AM ſenſible of your love to 


us. You mourn with us, and re- 
Joice with us; and I hope you pray 


for us, and praiſe for us. And 
therefore I muſt needs deſire your 


temporal, and eſpecially your eter- 
nal welfare. I rejoice in the hopes of 
your 


— % „ wa „ as 1 
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hopes of your ſteadfaſtneſs in Chriſt. 
Bleſſed be God who hath preſerved | 
you, and followed you with the n- 
tions of his good Spirit. The Lord 
carry on his work 1n our hearts, that 
we may at laſt meet in his kingdom. 
Be encouraged ſtill to depend on 
God. Converſe with him by faith 
meditation, and prayer. It any de- 
ſpiſe the good ways of God, I tcxuſt 
you can juſtify them by your on 
experience. God's work is wages, 
and © in keeping his commandments 
* there 1s great reward.” Go on 
(my dear and faithful friend,) go on 
in the ſtrength of God. Follow after 
righteouſneſs, holineſs, faith, love, 
patience, meekneſs. Labour after 
farther mealures of grace, and more 
intimate acquaintance and commu- 

nion with God.—“ The way of che, 
* Lord is ſtrength to the upright.; i 
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The. farther aman walks in the good 
ways of God, the better he will find 
them. Let us live by faith, till we 
ſhall live by fight. Let us breathe by 
prayer, till we breathe out our ſouls 
into Chriſts bolom.—Say, We are 
weak (as it is moſt true); our God 
will ſtrengthen us. A Chriſtian can- 
not keep himſelf, but he is kept 
& by the power of God, though faith 
e unto falvation.” — Therefore we 
muſt commit our ſouls to God's keep- 
ang, and derive ſupplies of ſtrength 
from Jelus Chriſt. O that we might 
daily © receive of his fulneſs, even 
« grace for grace!” When Satan 
tempts, or the world tempts, fly to 
Chriſt, and he will ſuccour. If your 
heart be dead, go to Chriſt, and he 
will quicken it. 

1 commend you to Chriſt in my 
Prayers: I commend Chriſt to you 


in 
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in my letters: Chriſt is all in all. 
s Becauſe I live (faith he) ye ſhall live 
« alſo.” Chriſt ſweetens life, death, the 
grave, reſurrection, judgment, hea- 
ven, eternity: Chriſt ſweetens all. 
Do you not love a man when you ſee 


aliguid Chriſti, © ſomething of Chriſt 


jn him?” Do you not love a book 
when you read ſomething of Chriſt m 
it ? Are not the ordinances dear to 
you, becauſe Chriſt is to be ſeen 
through theſe lettices ? And do you 
not love chriſtian aſſemblies, becauſe 
Jeſus Chriſt walks in the midſt of the 
golden candleſhicks ?” 

My dear Friend, J hope you wal 
belong to Chriſt, and will one day 
ſee his face with joy. He is our 
prieſt, he is our ſurety, he is our ad- 
vocate at the right hand of the Father, 
O let us prize him, and praiſe him to 
eternity. To the Lord Almighty's 


M2 protection 


wa 


244 Letters of the late 


protection, and moſt gracious favour, 
I commit you, remaining 


* 


Your aſſured faithful friend, 


Water-Stratford, JohN Masox. 
Sep. 12. 1676. 


FCC i nhehonhethehenhe he  h 


GEL 1 £E & - XXAL 


My very affechonate, _ very dear 
Friend, 


HOPE there is an indiſſoluble 
knot between us that neither {1- 


lence nor diſtance can break in pieces; 


I mean, the unity of the Spirit ;” 
which will outſtand all carnal alli- 
ances, founded in blood or marri- 
ages ; andall temporary confederacies, 


grounded upon intereſt or temper. 
Time 


w = 
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Time often breaks the laſt, and death 
ever diſſolves the firſt of theſe ties and 
communications. But ſpiritual friend- 
ſhip grows by time, and is perfected 
by death: it laſts and holds for ever- 


The time comes when there will be 


no friendſhip but ſpiritual friendſhip.” 


When Eve awoke out of Adam's ſide, 


how was he joyed in her? © This is 


* bone of my bone,” Sc. But when 
they had ſinned, he bitterly accuſed 
her at the bar of God; Such will the 
end be of all that jocund friendſhip of 
all unregenerate allies : they will be 
divided at the bar of God, and no 
otherwiſe united, than as tares are in 
the ſame bundle, whoſe nearneſs does 
not help to conſume one another. 
But, I hope, my dear friend, we 
are one ſpirit in Chrill for ever. I 


hope we are met in him through 


grace ; ſhall meet with him in the 
M 3 clouds; 


wa /[ 
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clouds; and ſhall be ever with him irt 
heaven. In the mean time, I condemn 
and abhor myſelf, that when Divine 
Providence gave me a long wilh'd for 
opportunity of ſeeing your face, I 
was no more 1nward with you; and 
that I ſo fooliſhly loſt the advantage 
I then had of conſulting and farthering 
your ſpiritual eſtate. 

Sorry I am, there was ſo little of 
heaven, ſo much of earthlineſs and 
carnality in my converſation with you. 
And this I write with grief and ſhame. 
How often have my bowels yearned 
towards your ſoul! that I have 
thought, O that you were but near 
me, or by me! O that we had but 
e an opportunity of diſcourſing to- 
„ gether of things pertaining to the 
Kingdom of God! I had an oppor- 
tunity; I ſay, I had an opportu- 
nity.—But it is gone, it i$ gone! and 
whether I ſhall ever have the like 

h again, 


/ / 
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again, I know not. © The Lord tor- 
„give me!” —Though I have not 
been my brother's keeper, yet I will 
commit my brother to that God, who 
is able to keep him © from this preſent 
*evilworld;” and from every evil work, 
unto life eternal.— The Lord, by his 
Spirit, breathe into you better medita- 
tions than I could poſſibly have ſug- 
geſted. I ſhould have ſpoken to you ; 

but yet J may ſpeak for you, and you 
for me, to that God who 1s with us 
both at the ſame time; and who can 
bleſs us both out of the riches of his 


grace and goodnels in jelus Chriſt. 
In whom 1 am, 


Dear Sir, 
Your affectionate friend, 


that longs for your everlaſting happi- 
nels, 


Water-Stratford, 


Feb. 9. 1679-80 Joun Masox, 
M4 LES 
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DET 1£:K XXXIIL 
To the ſame. 


My dear Friend, 


* OURS I received not till about 

" a fortnight ago, for it lodged at 
Murſtey. I am not unmindful of you, 
I counſel you to ſanctify ſabbaths. 
Remember to keep holy the ſabbath, 
and that will be a means to keep you 
holy.— And pray continually. Wrel- 
tle with God for the pardon of your 
ſins. Confeſs them © over the head of 
* the Scape-Goat,” Jeſus Chriſt. Beg 
for the Spirit of application, that you 
may apply Chriſt to yourſelf ; apply 
the promiſes when you hear them, or 
read them. The word does us good 
when it is applied, and providences 


do us good when they are applied. 
The 
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The Lord teach us © ſo to number our 
days, as we may apply our hearts to 
«*wilddom!” and ſo to hear, as we 
may apply our hearts to the practice 
and obedience of the word! 

I pray God carry on his work in 
your heart, that you may grow in 
grace, as you grow in years. O!] that 
in theſe dark and dangerous days, we 
may fly to our God to hide us, cry 


to our God to help us; and he will be 
a © preſent help in the time of trou- 


« hle.” 


I ſhould be glad to hear any time 
from you of the caſe of your ſoul. 
Have a ſpecial care of that. We muſt 


ſhortly © put off thele tabernacles ;” our 


ſouls will return to God for their ſen- 
tence. O that we may be changed by 
grace, before we are changed by 
death! I hope we ſhall meet in our 


Father's houſe, © where are many 
M5 *© manſions.” 


CP 
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* manſions.” The Lord be your guide, 
your keeper, and your comforter. — 
Mine, and my wife's and fiſter Wyat's 
love to you. I reſt 

Vour affectionate friend, 


Water-Stratford, Joun Mason, 


LETTER XXXIIL 


To tie ſame. 
Dear Friend, 


S ſweats are good for a man's 
I body, if a man comes well out of 
them; ſo afflictions are good for the 
ſoul, if a man come well out of them. 


I wiſh you may come out of your 
ſickneſs, 
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fickneſs, and that you may come well 
out of it. © It is good for you that 
you have been afflicted, if you can 
ſay, © I bleſs the Lord, I ſee the vani- 
« ty of the world, the uncertainty of 
the world, and the approach of judg- 
„ment.“ It is good for you that you 
have been afflicted, if you have been 
taught by it, That Chrift is beſt, 
and ſin is worſt. O! for the blood 
* of the everlaſting covenant; to waſh 
* away my fins, and to deliver me 
„from the wrath to come.“ You 
come well out of your afflictions, if 
you are more ſerious, more cautious, 
and more circumſpect; more watch- | 
ful and prayerful, more ſpiritual and | 
heavenly-minded. | 
Death is a good debt, and muſt be | 
paid. © The clouds return after rain.” 
O prepare carefully for your latter 
end. What time you have to ſpare 


from your worldly occaſions, ſpend it 


M 6 in 
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in your ſoul's concernments. Accuſ- 
tom yourſelf to prayer, to good 
thoughts, to reading of good books, 
eſpecially God's book. © Labour to 
* be what all wiſh they had been 
ce when they come to die.” Conſider, 
and think of the beſt things, and keep 
the beſt company.— In every thing 
aim at God's glory, and your eternal 
ſalvation. —As we have lived under 
one roof together, I deſire we may 
hve in our heavenly Father's houſe 
together; and be for ever with the 
Lord. No more, but hearty Love 
from 


Your loving friend, 


Murſley, July 11, JohN Masox, 
1683. 


L E T- 
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LET TEN 


To Mr. John Mead. 
Dear Friend, 
T HE Lord be with you! The 


Lord ſhine upon you in the face 
of Chriſt. O ſeek the face and fa- 
vour of God. He that findeth Chriſt, 
findeth life ; he findeth the ſweeteſt: 
of all bleſſings; he findeth the pearl. 
of greateſt price. Chriſt is the © Lamb 
of God that taketh away the fin of 
* the world.“ Sin will ind us out 
if Chriſt do not hide us. But he 
ſpreads his wing, and calls us to come 
under it. The-Lord bring you under 
the wing of Chriſt ! under covenant. 
protection, my dear friend, that your 
© ſoul may be ſaved in the day of the 
Lord Jeſus.” 


Veg 
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Beg not only pardon, but purity 
of heart. Deſire a new nature, that 
you may ſerve the Lord in newneſs of 
life. Watch and pray againſt fin ; 
and every night examine yourſelf how 
you have ſpent the day. Bleſs the 
Lord for what good he hath enabled 


you to do; and confeſs, and be hum- 


bled, if you have thought, or ſpoke, 
or done any evil. Walk as in the 


fight of God, ſpeak as in the hearing 


of God; do all things as in his pre- 
fence, who is our Judge. 

I commend you to the infinite love 
of God, and reſt 


Your loving friend, 
Mur/ley, Joun Mason. 
Jan. 26. 


L E T- 
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LITTLE 
To the ſame 
Dear Friend, 


1 DESIRE your happineſs in all 

reſpects, and that that God who 
gives you health and ſtrength for your 
earthly calling, may enable you for 
the duties of your heavenly calling ; 
and that whilſt your hand is in the 
world, your heart may be in hea- 
ven, | 5 

I hope you do conſcientiouſly ob- 
ſerve God's ſabbaths, and delight in 
his ordinances; and that you experi- 
ence the ſweetneſs of communion with 
God, and of his ſervice, which is 
perfect freedom. I deſire that you 
may continue in well-doing that you 
may be © faithful to the death, 
* that you may receive a crown of 


“life. 
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* life. To keep a conſcience voi of 
* offence,” mult be your daily exer- 
ciſe, and it ſhall be your daily com- 


fort. 
I hope you viſit the throne of grace 


daily, and find prayer to be your 
chief delight, and the beſt of your 
fare. Confeſs what you find amiſs 
in yourſelf. Beg.pardon and ſanc- 
tification. Endeavour to walk cloſe- 
ly with God.— There is nothing like 
eloſe communion, and cloſe walking 
with God.—I ſhould be glad to hear 
of your ſoul's proſperity. Though I 
ſeldom write to you, you are not 
out of my heart, nor out of my pray- 
ers. My ſervice to your good bro- 
ther Milliam, of whoſe recovery I 
long to hear, and to your brother 
Samuel, to whom I thought to write, 
but at preſent want opportunity,— 
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The Lord * be with you. In him 


I am 


Your faithful friend, 


Dee. 7. Joun MasoN. 


WR LPS EY 
LETTER XXXVI. 


To the ſame. 


My loving Friend, 
OUR condition puts me in mind 
of a ſpeech of Jacob. And now 


* I muſt provide for my own houſe 
* alſo.” I deſire the Lord may dwell 


in your heart and in your houſe: The 


patriarchs were wont, where they 
pitched, there to rear altars; never 
accounting themſelves ſettled till the 

| worſhip. 


1 +. 
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worſhip of God was ſettled among 


them. 


My fr iend, © If the Son make you 
free, then are you free indeed; and 
% here the Spirit of the Ld 18, 
< there is liberty.“ I hope you are 
in Chriſt, and have the Spirit of 
© Chriſt dwelling in you. Then are 


you ' © free from the law of fin and 

« death.” 

I deſire your houſe may be a 85 
thet, not a Beth-ayen ; a houſe of God 
and not a houſe of vanity. I deſire 
that prayers and praiſes may there be 
aſcending, and mercies and bleſſings 
deſcending. He that provideth not. 
for the bodies of his family 1s © worſe 
than an Infidle;” he that provideth 
only for the bodies of his family 1s © no 
better than an Infidel.” 

Vou will ſee that all that are © within 
« your gates keep holy the ſabbath- 
< days.” That will make happy week- 

days.— 
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days.— The Lord bleſs you in your 
ſoul, and in your body; in your per- 


fon, in your family; in your baſket, 


and in your ſtore; in your going out, 
and in your coming in, from this time 
forth and for ever more. Amen. 


The Lord keep your heart and keep. 


your houſe! I beſeech him to follow 
you ever with the powerful motions 
of his Spirit, and to keep you © by his 
© Almighty power through faith unto 


< ſalvation.” —Mine and my wife's love 
to you, your brothers, and all friends. 


I delire your prayers, and remain 
Your faithful friend, 


Water-Stratford, JohN Mason. 
Jan. 6. 1688. 


— — — — 


260 Letters of the Jate 


A Letter wrote by the Reverend Mr. 


 Jolm Maſon, to Mr. Anthony Holmes, 
on the death of has beloved Siſter, 
Mrs. Hannaſi Wyat. 


HERE is no neceſſity, my 

dear brother, that we mould, like 
Niobe, weep ourſelves into marble, 
for the Ioſs of our friends. Some 
have admired the old cuſtom of the 
Tfracians, who celebrated their nati- 
vities with mournings, but their fune- 
rals with feaſts of joy. And for us, 


ho, by the light of the goſpel, have 


an inſight into, and a proſpett of hea- 
ven; for us, I ſay, to mourn beyond 
meaſure for the loſs of our friends, is 
certainly very unbecoming: eſpecial. 


ly for ſuch as did not he groveling on 


the earth, void of heavenly things: 
but, on the contrary, ſo breathed 
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piety, and reliſhed heaven, that they 
were even ready to expire with the 
earneſtneſs of their deſires, and the 
ardency of their prayers. 

And ſuch a one was our deareſt fl. 
ter, who was fo enamoured with the 
better things of the other world, that 
nothing below could attract her de- 
ſires. It is not the ſharpnels of her 
wit, che comelineſs of her perſon, the 
ſweetneſs of her diſpoſition, nor. the 
reſt of thoſe moral virtues, which I ſo 
much admired in her; but it is her 
wondrous piety, her lively faith in 
her Jeſus, (whom ſhe loved, worſhip. 
ped, nay, was almoſt ready to die for 
love of), that I would praiſe. _ 

She told me a little before her death 
* I love you all dearly, but my Jeſus” 
(which word ſhe ex preſſed with a won- 
derful emphaſis) © is infinitely dearer 
than you all.“ She could have 
had patience to have lived, but to die 

Was 
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was her great deſire: well knowing, 
that would be a paſſage to the full 
and eternal fruition of her much-de- 
fired Jeſus. None ever feared death 
more than ſhe deſired it: Nay, ſo ve- 
hement was her rejoicing at the hopes 


of her approaching change, that I 


could not but be extremely affected 
with it, and a partaker of it too. 
When I ſaw her Juſt on the confines 
of the heavenly kingdom, as it were 
on the threſhold of a bleſſed eternity, 
I was almoſt overwhelmed with the 
excels of my joy. = dn 
But whither is ſhe gone? In what 
ſtation is our ſiſter (no longer in tlie 
fleſh but in the Lord) now placed? 
She is not a ſhadow, but a ſtar; no 
longer a widow, but married to her 


Lord, to whom ſhe was betrothed. 


This ſhe expreſſed a little before her 
death. When ſhe received a moſt af- 
fectionate 
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fectionate letter from a certain friend, 
(Who was almoſt dead to hear of her 
illneſs, and earneſtly deſired her 
health), I aſked her ſentiments of the 


letter. Her anſwer was, I amobli- 


* ged to any one who wiſhes me health, 
* or any good thing; but O!] my 
« Jefus, my Jelus !” proteſting then, 
that ſhe longed for nothing more 
than to enjoy her beloved Jeſus. 

And the bleſſed time is come. Now 
ſhe rejoices in her jeſus, and fhall 
do ſo to eternal ages. A bleſſed 
ſabbath hath ſhined on her, which 
ſhall never be darkened with an even- 
ing. 1 Pw; 

This puts me in mind of another 
thing. It was on the Lord's day that 
our beloved ſiſter departed from us to 
her Lord. As Lord Chief Juſtice 
Hales died on Chriſtmas day, which 
he uſed to obſerve with great ſolem- 
nity; ſo that day, bleſſed this holy wo- 


man 


| 
| 
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man, which ſhe was wont to obſerve 
with admirable ſtrictneſs. She prefer- 
red one ſabbath before a thouſand 
week-days. I will ſpeak a great word; 
I verily believe I never tock more 
pains to make a ſermon, than ſhe did 
to apply it to her heart; and as in a 
cabinet to treaſure it in her breaſt. 
This her wonderful piety I could 
not but admire whilſt ſhe lived; and 
though ſhe be dead, the remem- 
brance of that dies not. This I deſign- 
ed to have ſpread abroad, that others 
might be moved with a holy emula- 
tion of ſo pious an example. Yet ſhe 
(ſuch was her modeſty ) would by no 
means permit it to be done in the pul- 
pit. For after I had heard that ſhe 
had forbid all manner of public pane. 


gyrics, I deſired that ſhe would, at 


leaſt, give me leave to ſay ſomething 
of her; but her humility overcame 
my importunity. But, O let not fo 

ſplendid 
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ſplendid an example ever ſlide out of 
our breaſts ! Let this fo excellent and 
glorious a {ſpecimen of piety, which 
we have ſeen in her, live, increaſe, 
and flouriſh among us. 7 

As to what pertains to you, (my 
dear brother), it muſt needs be griev- 
ous to bear the loſs of ſo loving and 
ſo beloved a woman. Even in her 
laſt and greateſt extremity, her affec- 
tion for you cooled not at all. In 
this manner ſhe cned out, Oh, my 
dear Anthony! O! how I love that 
brother.“ But there is no need of 
arguments to prove this, which was 
ſo evident through the whole courſe 
of her life. She loved you as a bro- 
ther, took care of you as a mother; 
nay, and long fupplied the s of'a a 
mother to you. 

But wherefore do I write this 7 
Not to increaſe your grief, but for the 
lake of your precious ſoul. I am well 
N allured 
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aſſured hour much ſhe loved it. Ho 


many were her deſires, cares, and 
ſolieitudes, her prayers and tears up- 


on your” ſoul's account. She wiſhed 


you all happineſs as to your bodily 
health, in your marriage, in your 
trade, in all your affairs; but her 
greateſt care was for your ſoul. Love 
yourtelf as ſhe loved you. Endea- 
vour, with all your ſtrength, to imi- 
tate and follow her. 


+ She had a ſerious mind, and a 


heavenly breaſt. She was taken up 
with divine things. Her heart was 
in heaven, while her buſineſs confin- 


ed her to earth. She was frugal, 


and yet liberal. In her temper, 
meekneſs was joined with fortitude. 
In her practice, ſhe was induſtrious, 
but not covetous; ingenuous, but not 
malapert; comely, and yet chaſte; 
praiſed abroad, yet humble at home. 
She had great reverence for the high- 

[ er 
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er powers, and gave great deference 
to the dignities of the church. A- 
gainſt our ſuperiors ſhe eſteemed it a 
crime even to wiſper; yet made her- 
{elf equal even to her inferiors. How 
many are the poor, and ſick, and 
maimed, that ſhe hath helped? So 
that ſne might truly have been 
termed a deaconeſs of the Engliſh 
church. She died to herſelf, that 
the might live to others. She was 
conſtant in prayer; a ſtrict obſerver 
of the ſabbath. She loved the word 
of God, and reverenced his image in 
Ins ſaints. To thoſe the was a con- 
ſtant companion, and delighted in 
their company, though they were by 
others termed e {cum of the world. 
She preferred a dram of grace before 
the riches of both Indies; yet ceaſed 
not endeavouring after- all the links 
of the golden chain. She lived in 
faith, and died in faith, and by faith, 

ſhe 
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the eck to Chriſt, as to an altar, whom 
ſhe juſtly eſteemed the beginning and 
end of her ſalvation. And, finally, 


hence aroſe her triumphs: over the 


mſernal powers, and the horrible 
Behold her faith, 
my dear brother, and imitate it as 
far as you can. 


Let this ſuffice at preſent to be laid 


| of our deareſt ſiſter, by 


Your loving brother, 


Water-Stratford, Joun Masox. 


